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LETTER 

CLEOMEN  E  S, 

KING   of 

S    9    A     R    T  A, 


FROM 


Euftace  Budgell  Efq; 


Solamen  habeto 


Mortis y  ab  JEmonio  quod  fes  jugalatus  Achille. 

Ov.  Metam.  Lib.  xii, 


Mojl  Mighty  Monarch;, 

HOUGH  I  find  I  am  to  fall, 
it  is  at  leaft  fome  Pleafure  to 
me  to  confider  that  I  ftiall /%// 
by  fo  great  a  Hand  as  your 
Majefty's;  'and  this  Reflefl  ion 
determined  me  in  the  Choice  of  my  Motto 9 
[  B  ]  Before 


2  A  Letter 

Before  I  fubmit  to  my  Fate,  I  am  likewife 
pleafed  to  fee  the  glorious  and  happy  Condi- 
tion of  my  native  Country  :  The  Affairs  of 
Great-Britain  are,  it  feems,  become  confide- 
rable  enough  to  make  a  Noife  even  in  the 
other  World,  and  to  divide  the  moft  illuftrU 
ous  Shades  of  the  Ancients  into  different  Fac- 
tions :  CatOj  Socrates,  Thocion^  ^Publicolaj 
Ariftides,  and  Camillas*  have  long  fince  ap- 
peared among  us  ;  and  fhewn  more  JVarmth 
and  TaJJion  in  attacking  and  defending  fome 
Englijlo  Minifters,  than  ever  they  did  in  Be- 
half of  thofe  different  Parties  they  formerly 
efpoufed  at  Rome  or  Athens  ;  I  find  evert 
your  Majefty  is  at  laft  become  a  Knight  Er- 
rant, and  has  made  a  Sally  from  the  Banks  of 
Stix  in  Defence  of  a  noble  'Perfon,  whole 
publick  Sprit  and  other  Virtues  do  fo  near- 
ly refemble  thofe  of  the  ancient  Spartans* 
I  have  read  with  a  proper  Attention,  your 
Majefty's  Epiftle  to  the  worthy  Author  of 
the  "Daily  Courant ;  and  as  I  find  I  have  the 
Honour  to  be  the  SubjeEl  of  it,  it  would  be 
an  unpardonable  Breach  of  good  Manners^ 

if 


*  The  Names  of  thefe great  Men  have  been  fubfcrib'd 
to  feveral  Letters  printed  in  our  Weekly  Journals,  and 
other  publick  News-Papers  l 


to  Cleomenes.  ^ 

if  I  ftiould  not  return  your  Majefty  an  An- 
fwcr  :  I  Ihould  have  done  this  fooner,  had 
I  not  been  prevented  by  fome  Circumftancesy 
to  which  I  believe  your  Majefty  is  not  alto- 
gether a  Stranger.     Though  I  am  treated  in 
your  Epiftle,  with  as  much  Haughtinefs  and 
Contempt,   as  your  Majefty  could  have  ex- 
preffed  to  one  of  your  Heliotes  /*  yet  in  my 
Anfwer  to  your  Majefty,   I  ftiall  keep  my- 
felf  within  the  ftricteft  Rules  of  Decency 
and  good  Manners.     I  am  determined  to  this 
upon  two  Confederations ;  firft,  upon  Account 
of  the  Figure  your  Majefty   once  made  in 
the  World  ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  your  Ma- 
jefty's  Royal  Style  and  Way   of  Writing, 
does  fo  exa&ly  refemble  a  moji  noble  Per- 
forms, with  whom  I  had  formerly  the  Ho- 
nour to  be  acquainted :  I  fhall  pay  a  proper 
Regard  to  each  of  your  princely  Sentiments  : 
That  I  may  not  difguife  them   by  prefiim- 
ing  to  cloath  them  in  my  vulgar  Style,   I 
lhall  lay  them  before  my  Readers  in  your 
own  Words,  and  juft  as  your  Majefty  caufed 
[  B  2  ]  them 


*  The  Heliotes  were  a  People  whom  the  Spartam  ha- 
ving conquer'd,  made  their  Slaves;  and  uted'with  a  Bar 
bartty,  which  is  hardly  to  be  juftify'd. 
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them  to  be  inferted  in  the  "Daily  Courant  of 
May  27. 

Your  Royal  Epiftle  begins  thus  : 

To  the  Author  of  the  Daily  Courant. 

SIR, 
«  r-r^HE  well-known  extraordinaryTro- 
"  Jl  ceeding  of  Mr.  Eustace  Budgell 
u  at  his  Majefly's  Levee  j  having  made  fome 
"  Noi/e  in  the  fVorld,  allow  me  to  communi- 
"  cate  thofe  Hints  to  the  Tub  lick,  which  may 
"  convey  j  as  I  apprehend,  a  much  jujier 
"  Notion  than  has  yet  been  entertain  d  of 
«  that  Affair  r 

It  is  the  utmoft  Satisfa&ion  to  me  to  find, 
that  your  Majelty  and  I  do  at  leaft  agree  in  one 
Particular  5  namely,  that  The  well-known  ex- 
traordinaryTroceeding  of  Mr.  Euft  ace  Budgell 
was  at  theLevee  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain ; 
becaufe  I  have  been  informed,  that  your  Ma- 
jefty  has  formerly  reported  this  well-known 
Proceeding  was  in  the  Drawing- Room  :  I 
am  fure  the  Publick  will  pay  fo  much  Defe- 
rence to  any  Hints  your  Majefty  ftiall  con- 

defcend 
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deicend  to  communicate  to  them,  in  order  to 
correal  their  Notions  about  this  Affair,  that 
I  fhall  no  longer  detain  them  from  fo  agree- 
able an  Entertainment,  but  proceed  to  tran- 
feribe  the  next  Paragraph  of  your  Majefty's 
Epiftle;  which  runs  thus  : 

"  Thefe,  Sir,  neither  the  Tublick,  nor 
"  yourfelf  had  been  troubled  with,  had 
"  Mr.  Bud g ell  been  left  to  the  Manage- 
c*  ment  of  his  own  Concern  ;  which  feems  to 
"  have  been  of  a  private  Nature  j,  and  rela- 
"  ted  principally  to  his  own  particular  In- 
a  terefl  ;  for  though  his  Method  ofconduB- 
"  ing  it  „  might  make  him  the  ObjeEt  of  much 
"  Ridicule  and  Contempt,  yet  it  could  not 
a  t°Jfibly  have  food  in  need  of  being  more 
a  public kty  expofedj  than  fuch  Treatment 
"  would  furniflj  ;  but  a  Set  of  artful  ill 
"  Men j,  taking  the  Advantage  of  the  great 
"  Weaknefs  of  this  unhappy  Perfon,  have 
a  been  making  a  Tool  of  him  ;  andj  injhort, 
a  having  work'd  him  up  to  an  Impertinence 
"  within  Doors,  are  now  endeavouring  to 
"  make  him  noify  and  factious  without :  And 
a  thefe  are  Circumjiances  which  willjufify 
\*  an  open  Oppofition." 

[B3]  I  AM 
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I  am  overjoy'd  to  find  even  by  this  fecond 
Paragraph  ^xh^t  your  Majetty'sWay  of  think- 
ing  is  much  nearer  my  own  than  it   was 
formerly  :  Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  inti- 
mate, that  I  am  a  very  weak  Man  ;  and  this 
I  readily  grant :  Since  your  Majefty  is  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  allow  me  at  prefent,  not 
to  be  downright  dijiraffed^  I  am  refolved  to 
have  no  Manner  of  Difpute  with  your  Ma- 
jefty, either  about  the  Strength  or  Quantity  of 
my  Underftanding.    Your  Majefty  fays  next, 
that  1  am  an  unhappy  Terfon  ;  and  this  is  like- 
wife  moft  certainly  true  \  yet,  I  beg  Leave  to 
tell  your  Majefty,  that  fome  of  your  Royal 
Predeceffors  have  rather  chofe  to  ajjlft^  than  to 
make  unhappy  Men,     The  next  kind  Thing 
your  Majefty  fays  of  me,  is,  that  I  am  a 
Tool^  and  by  your  Majefty's  putting  the  Word 
Too  I j   both   here  and  el  fe  where   in  Capital 
Letters^  your  Majefty  feems  to  have  a  very 
particular  Affection  for  Tools  :  I  would  not 
be  thought  to  infinuate,  that  your  Majefty  is 
about  fuch  Work  as  none  but  Men  that  are 
very  Tools  would  ever  engage  in.    Theft  fe- 
veral  Circumftances  of  my  being  weakj  un~ 
happy.,   and  a  Tool,  your  Majefty  feems  to 

think 
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think  will  juftify  your  open  Oppoftion  to  me  : 
I  humbly  conceive  the  Words  open  Oppoji- 
tion^  in  the  Mouth  of  a  Prince,  fignify  War  ; 
fo  that  I  am  to  look  upon  this  Epiftle  of  your 
Majefty's,  as  an  open  and  formal  "Declaration 
of  IVar.  I  am  very  fenfible  how  unequal  I 
am  to  the  Encounter;  yet,  with  a  good Can fe 
on  my  Side,  if  I  cannot  conquer ',  \  ftiall  en- 
deavour at  leaft  to  fall  like  an  Englishman. 

Your  Majefty  proceeds  thus  : 

"  To  retain  this  new  Implement  of  Scan- 
"  dal,  how  alter* d  is  the  Tone  on  his  Be- 
u  half?  What  Encomiums  are  there  not 
"  vented?  and  how  fluffed  at  prefent  are  the 
a  Tapers  with  the  *Praifes  of  Mr.  Budgell, 
H  who  but  a  few  Months  before  j  had  been 
"  reprefented  by  the  fame  Faction  that  now 
*c  cry  him  up^  as  an  Impoftor  and  a  Buffoon, 
u  and  publickly  fet  in  as  ridiculous  a  Light  j 
H  as  their  Wit  and  Invention  could  place 
tt  him  ?  How  far  his  late  Behaviour  has  made 
"  it  evident  he  had  then  no  Injuftice  done 
*'  him,  let  thofe,  bell  acquainted  with  it, 
"  determine/' 

[B4]  There 
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There  is  fo  little  Difference  between  a 
Tool  and  an  Implement,  that  I  don't  think 
your  Majefty  has  much  added  in  the  firft  Sen- 
tence of  this  'Paragraph,  to  the  Favour  you 
conferred   upon   me    in  the  preceding.      I 
confefs,  in  the  next  Sentence 'j,   your  Majefty 
tells  me  a  Piece  of  News  :  I  am  fo  far  from 
knowing  that  the  publick  Papers  have  been 
fluffed  with  my  Praijes  and  Encomiums,  that 
I  profefs  to  your  Majefty,  I  don't  know  that 
all  the  Papers  together  have  faid  fo  much 
about  me,  as  your  Majefty  has  done  in  this 
terrible  Satire  which  I  am  now  endeavour- 
ing to  anfwer,  and  which  almoft  fills  up  a 
Whole  'Daily  Courant.     Your  Majefty  fur- 
prizes  me  no  lefs,  on  the  other  Hand,  by  ac- 
quainting me,  that  /  was  reprefented  but  a 
few  Months  jince  as  an  Impojior  and  a  Buf- 
foon, by  that  very  Faction  who  are  now  fb 
loud  in  my  Praifes  >   but  we  fhall  fee  your 
Majefty  demonfirate  this  Point  fo  very  plainly 
in  your  next  Paragraph  j  that,  I  think,  no 
Body  for  the  future  can  entertain  the  leaft 
Doubt  about  it* 

Your 


to  Cleomenes. 


Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  conclude  the 
Paragraph  I  am  now  anfwering,  with  a  moft 
gracious  Sentence ;  and  has  caufed  it  to  be  all 
printed  in  the  Italick  Character '„  to  diftin- 
guifli  it  from  every  other  cPart  of  your  Royal 
Epiftle.  The  Sentence  I  mean  is  this  : 
How  far  his  late  Behaviour  has  made  it  e- 
vident  he  had  then  no  Injujiice  done  him,  let 
thofej  beji  acquainted  with  it,  determine. 

This  is  very  good  and  gracious  :  I  remem- 
ber when  your  Majefty  was  King  of  Lacedg- 
mon,  you  did  not  always  let  your  Subjects 
determine  as  they  thought  fit ;  and  the  Epho- 
rij  the  chief  Magiftrates  in  Sparta,  happen- 
ing to  differ  in  Opinion  from  your  Majefty, 
in  order  to  end  the  Difpute,  you  hired  fome 
AJfaJJines,  and  very  fairly  cut  their  Throats. 
To  tell  you  the  Truth,  I  never  look'd  upon 
this  Prank  to  be  one  of  the  moft  glorious 
of  your  Aftions  •  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that 
you  remember  at  prefent,  you  are  writing  to 
Englishmen,  who,  to  let  you  into  a  Secret, 
will  take  the  Liberty  to  determine  as  com- 
mon  Senfe  and  Reafon  fh^ll  diredt  them,  whe- 
ther your  Spartan  Majefty  will,  or  will  not, 
allow  them  to  do  fo,  You  n 
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Your  Majefty  proceeds  thus  : 

"  But  to  make  it  plain,  Mr.  Budgell  has 

"  no  Injury  offered  him  here  ;   and  at  the 

u  fame  Time  let  Mankind  fee  what  Notion 

cc  his  prefent  Confederates  then  had,   how 

"  changed  foever  it  may  be  fince,  of  his  re- 

a  ceiving  and  entertaining  his  Majefty  in 

u  his  Way  to  New-Market,  upon  his  own 

a  Eft  ate  j  as  he  pretended,  which  has  of  late 

a  been  Jo  much  talked  of  I  am  under  a  Ne- 
cc  ceffity  of  tranfcribing,  which  I  fhall  do 

<c  with  the  utmoft  Exa&nefs,  a  printed  Let- 

cc  ter  in  Mill's  Journal,   April  27,   1728. 

a  which  is  as  follows  : 


Berkftiire,  April  25.  after  the  ift. 

Arra,  Sir, 

«  HT  Anij  by  my  Should  after  being  out  of 
iC  JL  Patience  to  hear  my  Coufln  Budg--1 
"  talk  in  the  Daily  Poft  that  comes  out  Tef- 
a  ter  day  of  an  Eftate  of  his  in  Hertfordfliire, 
"  three  Quarters  of  a  Mile  all  a- long  by  the 
a  Side  of  the  Road,  Faiths  reaching  from  one 

"  End 
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<4  End  to  f other  now. Now  theitj,  by 

ff  Chrieft,  I  have  in  Berkftiire  as  good  an 

iC  EJiate  as  Coufin  B 1  have  in  Hert- 

iQ  fordfhire,  and  it  lying  all  in  the  Road;  and 

"  upon  the  Highway >  Faith. I  had  a 

u  Terfon  of  great  Quality  with  four  Coaches 
ic  and  fix  Horfes  alla-footj  with  fix  Chair- 
a  men  all  in  a  Coach  j  be  fides  a  great  many 
"  Foot-Soldiers  on  Horfeback  >  all  went 
"  through  my  EJiate  for  thirty  Miles  toge- 
u  ther  y  and  though  fome  of  them  had  all 
a  eaten  very  heartily  at  'Dinner j,  they  con- 
ii  defcended  to  eat  nothing  with  me. 

Arra,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  Yours, 

Matt.  Lackland. 

In  order  to  make  it  very  plain^  that  I 
was  reprefented  as  an  Impofior  and  a  Buffoon^ 
but  nfew  Months  Jince  by  a  certain  Faliion j 
as  your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  call  them,  you 
have  here  tranfcrib'd,  with  the  utmofl  Exaff- 
nefs ,  a  Letter,  which,  according  to  your  own 
Account  of  it,  was  printed  in  Miffs  Jour- 
nal above  two  Tears  ago.  ,  I  confefi,  I  be- 
gin to  think  it  an  unpardonable  Prefumption 

to 
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to  difpute  any  longer  with  a  Monarch,  who 
fo  clearly  demonjirates  whatever  he  ajferts  : 
I  could  not  refted,  that  I  had  been  often  re- 
prefented,  either  as  an  Ape,,  a  Coxcomb,  an 
Irnpoftorj  or  a  Buffoon  ;  nor  could  I  readily 
comprehend  how  I  had  deferved  all  thefc  Ci- 
vil Titles^  for  having  ftiewn  a  little  Refped 
to  my  Prince,  and  provided  a  fmall  Colla- 
tion for  him  on  that  Spot  of  Ground  where 
his  Predcceffors  King  Charles  II.  and  the 
late  King  William-*  vouchfafed  to  refrefli 
themfelves  in  their  Way  to  New-Market  * 
However,  upon  what  your  Majefty  was  plea- 
fed  to  affert,  I  examind  the  Tublick  'Papers 
in  April j  1728.  and  in  the  Craft /matt; 
the  Daily-Toft  >  and  Mips  Journal,  I  find 
an  Article,  which  gives  an  Account  of  the 
King ofGreat-Britaws going  to  New-Mar- 
ket, and  mentions  fomething  relating  to  my- 
felf ;  I  will  lay  this  Article  before  my  Rea- 
ders :  I  mull  own  I  fet  down  the  fir f  Tart 
of  it,  to  fhew  the  unfeigned  Joy  of  People 
of  all  Ranks  at  his  prefent  Majefty's  Ac- 
ceffion  to  the  Throne  :  I  may  fay,  without 
the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  Flattery,  that  never 
any  Prince  came  to  the  Crown  more  general- 
ly beloved  :  The  Satisfa&ion  of  the  middling 
J  Sort 
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Sort  of  People,  who  had  no  Views  at  Court, 
no  Hopes  of  either  T  laces  or  Tenfions^  is 
hardly  to  be  conceived :  I  was  an  Eye-TVit- 
nefs  of  what  all  our  Publick  Papers  obferved 
in  1728.  viz.  with   what  uncommon  Tran- 
sports and  Acclamations  the  King  was  met 
in  his  Way  to  New-Market  :    I  fhall  make 
no  Scruple  to  add,  That,  if  the  Conduft  of 
any  MinifterT&M*  that  Time  has  deprived  his 
Royal  Matter  of  any  Part  of  the  Ajfettions 
of  his  Subjects,  he  has  robb'd  his  Prince  of 
a  Treafttrej  for  which  all  his  own  Services j 
though  they  were  an  hundred  Times  greater 
than  they  are,  will  never  be  able  to  make 
him  Amends. 

I  chuse  to  tranferibe  the  Article  I  have 
mentioned,  out  of  the  Craftfman,  becaufe  I 
have  heard,  and  do  verily  believe,  that  the 
Writers  of  that  Paper  are  above  taking  Bribes, 
and  never  infert  any  Account  in  their  News 
becaufe  they  are  paid  for  it.  I  know  who 
the  Gentleman  was  that  both  wrote  and  fent 
up  the  following  Account  from  Bijbop-Stort- 
ford  :  As  it  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  cri- 
minal at  prefent,  for  any  Man  to*fpeak  of  me 
a  little  kindly,  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  name 

him  j 
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him ;  yet  as  he  is  in  Poffeffion  of  a  good  For- 
tune, and  is  entirely  independent,  I  dare  fay 
he  will  not  refufe  to  let  me  mention  his  Name 
fhould  any  Accident  make  it  necejfary.  I 
have  already  faid  why  I  infert  the  fir  ft  Tart 
of  this  Article  ;  I  beg  Leave  to  add,  that  no- 
thing fhould  have  made  me  quote  the  latter 
Tart)  but  as  it  is  a  diretl  Anfwer  to  an  A£ 
fertion  in  your  Majefty  's  Epiftle. 

From  the  Craftfman  of  Saturday y  April  2ji 
1728. 

London^  April  27. 

u  t^\  N  Tuefday  Morning  about  Nine 
"  V-/  o'Clock,  his  Majefty  fet  out  from  Si. 
iQ  James's  for  New-Market 'j  attended  in  the 
"  Coach  by  the  Earl  of  Scarborough  Matter 
"  of  the  Horfe,  the  Earl  of  Cholmondly  Gold- 
"  Staff  Officer,  and  the  Lord  Clinton  Gentle- 
"  man  of  the  Bed- Chamber  in  Waiting,  con- 
"  du&ed  by  a  Party  of  the  FourthTroop  of 
"  Guards,  which  is  to  be  relieved  by  a  Par- 
"  ty  of  the  Lord  Cobharrfs  Horfe. 

"  The  King  was  met  in  all  the  Towns 

"  and  Villages,  through  which  he  paJOTed  in 

C  "  his 
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«  his  Journey  to  New- Market,  by  vaft  Mul- 
«  titudes  of  People  of  all  Ranks  ;  who  tefti- 
"  fy'd  their  Pleafure  in  feeing  'his  Majefty, 
"  with  Acclamations,  Ringing  of  Bells,  and 
"  all  other  Demonftrations  of  Joy,  particu- 
"  larly  at  the  following  Place : 

BiJboj>-Stortford,m  Hertford/hire,  Apr.  23. 

"  This   Day  his  Majefty  pafTed  by  this 

"  Place  •  and  in  order  to  avoid  a  long,  nar- 

"  row  hollow  Way,  drove  for  above  three 

u  Quarters  of  a   Mile   over   the  Eftate  of 

"  Euftace  Budgell  Efq;  who,  we  are  inform- 

"  ed,  was  a  near  Relation  to  the  late  Mr.Se- 

u  cretary  Addifon^  and  had  fome  Share  with 

"  that  great  and  good  Man    in    compofmg 

"  thofe  inimitable  Pieces,  called  the  Spec- 

u  tators.      Mr.  Budge  11' s  Eftate  lies  two 

"  Miles  from  us,  and  twenty- five  from  New* 

cc  Market ;  and  as  he  is  now  in  &fce  Country, 

"  he  had  taken  Care  to  have  a  large  Tent 

iC  pitch'd  in  one  of  his  Fields,  through  which 

"  the  King  was  to  pafs,  with  a  very  hand- 

"  fome  Cold  Collation,  ready  on  the  Table  5 

"  and  tho'  his  Majefty  had  juft  din'd  before, 

cc  he  was  pleafed  to  flop  and  take  a  Glafs 

«  of 
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"  of  Wine,  as  did  alfo  feveral  of  his  Attcn- 
«  dants :  A  vaft  Number  of  People  who  af- 
"  fembled  together  upon  Mr.  Budgell's  Ef- 
"  tate  on  this  Occafion,  had  Wine  and  Ale 
iQ  given  them,  to  drink  the  Health  of  his 
"  Majefty,  the  Queen,  and  all  the  Royal  Fa- 
u  mily.  The  King  and  fome  of  the  Nobility, 
"  flung  Money  amongft  the  Populace/' 

I  am  humbly  of  Opinion,  it  appears  by 
the  preceding  Article,  that  I  was  not  thought 
a  Tool j  an  Ape,,  an  Impoftor^  and  a  Bufi 
f oon j  but  a  few  Months  fince,  by  thofe  Sort 
of  People  whom  your  Majefty  is  pleafcd  to 
call  a  Faff  ion.  I  find  your  Majefty^s  De- 
finition of  a  faEiioiis  Terfony  is,  a  Man  who 
is  not  an  humble  and  imp  licit  e  Admirer  of 
the  Conduct  and  Abilities  of  your  Majefifs 
Hero.  Now,  according  to  this  Definition, 
whether,  upon  a  modeft  Computation,  forty- 
nine  out  of  Fifty  ^  of  the  King  of  Great* 
Britain?*  Subje&s,  are  not  factious  Terjons, 
is  a  Point  that,  if  I  had  Leifure  enough 
for  it,  might  well  defervc  a  particular  En- 
quiry. It  is  very  certain,  that  in  Mift's 
Journal  of  April  zj.  that  moft  ingenious 
Letter  is  inferted,  which  your  Majefty  affures 

J  us 
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us  you  have  transcribed  with  the  utmoft  Ex- 
aEinefs:  It  is  not  impoffible  but  your  Ma- 
jefty, if  you  had  thought  proper,  could  alio 
have  acquainted  the  Publick  how  it  came 
there.  I  muft  own,  that  notwithftanding 
that  inimitable  Vein  of  Wit  and  Humour^ 
which  runs  through  this  whole  Piece,  I  am 
afraid  it  might  ftill  have  flept  in  Obfcurity, 
and  perhaps  have  been  intirely  loft  to  Pofte- 
rity,  had  not  your  Majefty  rendered  it  im- 
mortal,  by  tranferibing  it  with  the  utmoft 
ExaEinefs  into  your  own  Writings.  I  am  of 
Opinion,  that  your  Majefty  was  chiefly  in- 
duced to  take  fo  much  Pains  about  this  incom- 
parable Piece,  that  it  might  remain  as  the 
Standard  andTattem  of  fine  Writing  in  the 
Epftolary  Way :  Yet  as  we  are  to  fuppole 
this  Letter  was  wrote  by  a  Gentleman  of 
Ireland,  who  often  calls  me  Coajin,  your 
Majefty  might  poffibly  think  it  likewife  to  be 
a  plain  T>emonJiration  of  the  Truth  of  that 
Report,  which  has  beenfpread  with  fo  much 
Induftry,  viz.  that  I  was  a  Native  of  that 
Kingdom.  If  Ireland  had  really  been  my  na- 
tive Country,  I  fhould  not  have  been  at  all 
afhamed  to  own  it ;  having  known  feveral 
Gentlemen  of  that  Kingdom  (which  deferves 
[  C  ]  better 
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better  Ufage  than  it  has  often  met  with) 
who  had  as  much  Honour  and  Probity  as 
any  Englishman,  yet  having  already  fhewn 
how  falfe  the  above-mentioned  Report  is, 
in  my  Pofifcript  to  the  fixth  Edition  of  my 
Letter  to  the  Craft fman,  I  ftiall  take  no  fur- 
ther  Notice  of  it  in  this  Place. 

You  go  on  in  your  Epiftle  thus : 

"  What  a  Jeft  is  here  made  of  the  very 
"  Circumflance  Mr.  B  u  d  g  e  l  l  feems  to  found 
<c  all  his  Pretentions  on^  and  by  the  very 
a  Perfons  he  feems  to  have  paid  for  pub- 
a  lifting  this  his  Merit  to  the  World ;  but 
6i  in  how  different  a  Strain  they  at  prefent 
"  talky  the  Town's  too-well  acquainted  to 
cc  want  further  Information.  I  would  only 
cc  therefore  jujl  obferve  what  is  matter  of 
"  Merit  with  thefe  "People ;  Let  a  Man 
Ci  be  ever  fo  great  a  Coxcomb,  let  him  have 
"  been  grojly  ridiculous,  or  made  himfelf 
u  juftly  the  Subjed  of  the  moji  pub  lick  5De- 
«  rifwnj  as  in  the  Cafe  above,  yet  let  him 
u  but  once  become  ^Inftrument  of  Detrac- 
"  tion,  and  attempt  to  defame  the  Admini- 
a  Jlration^hit Folly  allvanijbes;  he's  no  longer 

an 
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a  an  Ape  with  them ;  they  unfay  all  they 
*  faid  before  ;  and  from  that  Moment  the 
u  Man  becomes  a  Patriot ;  and  is  wife,  and 
"  learned,  and  good,  and  great ;  is  all 
u  Defert,  and  has  every  excellent  Quality 
c^  that  can  adorn  or  accomplilh  him. 

A  certain  facetious  Writer,  *  giving  an 
Account  of  the  State  of  Affairs  in  the  lower 
Regions,  tells  us,  as  I  remember,  that  Julius 
Cafar  was  become  a  Ballad-Singer  \  th&t  Alex- 
ander the  Great  was  turned  Corn-Cutter ;  and 
that  the  famous  Semiramis  kept  a  Brandy- 
Shop.  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  gueft,  what 
particular  Imployment  your  Maj  efty  may  have 
followed  upon  the  Banks  of  Styx  ;  but  am 
heartily  forry  to  fee,  that  your  old  Spartan 
Principles  are  fo  terribly  debauched,  and  am 
afraid  you  have  lately  kept  but  indiffe- 
rent Company.  When  you  appeared  upon 
the  Britijh  Theatre,  fome  Years  fince,  un- 
der the  Title  of  the  Spartan  Hero,  f  you 
endeavoured  to  infpire  your  Auditors,  with 
the  moft  generous  and  noble  Sentiments^  with 
a  Fortitude  fuperior  to  ajl  Adverfity,  with 
[C  2]  __    the 

*  Mr.  'Thomas  Brown, 
\  A  Play  of  Mr.  Dry  dot  %• 
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the  moft  ardent  hove  for  their  Country,  and 
the  utmoft  Contempt  of  Death  in  a  good 
Caufe.  In  a  Word,  you  thei>  flood  the  Pat- 
tern of  every  Virtue  that  ought  to  adorn  a 
King,  and  an  Hero.  Your  Veracity,  in  par- 
ticular, was  fo  unblemifhed,  and  your  Word 
held  fo  facred,  that  Cleonidas,  fpeaking  of 
what  you  had  promifed,  cries  out, 

Nay  j,  if  the  King  of Sparta  fays  he  lido' t, 

I  ask  no  more  than  that ; 

For  'tis  below  a  King  to  fay  what's  falfe. 

After  you  have  made  fuah  a  Figure  in  the 
World,  it  is  with  no  fmall  Concern,  I  find 
my  felf  oblig'd  to  tell  your  Majefty,  that 
the  very  firft  Sentence  of  the  laft  Paragraph, 
tranferibed  from  your  Letter,  is  a  down-right 
Faljbood.  You  are  pleafed  to  affert,  that 
I  feem  to  found  all  my  Tretenfwns  upon  fo 
pitiful  a  Foundation,  as  the  having  fliewn 
my  own  Sovereign  a  little  Mark  of  decent 
Refpecl,  and  prepared  a  fmall  Refreftiment 
for  him,  as  he  paffed  over  my  Eftate.  I  am 
fo  far  from  founding  all  my  Tretenfions  on 
this  Circumftance,  that  I  never  pretended  to 
found  any  upon  it ;  nor  fhould  ever  have 

thought 
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thought  of  fo  much  as  once  mentioning  of  it' 
had  I  not  been  obliged  to  do  fo  in  anfwer  to 
your  Letter.     No,  Sir,  if  ever  I  mould  foli- 
cite  the  King  of  Great  Britain,    for  a  Poft 
or  aPenfion,  which  I  never  yet  pre  fumed  to 
do,   I  am    humbly  of  Opinion,    that  your 
Majefty  knows,  I  could  found  my  Treten- 
Jlons  on  a  much  more  fo lid  Bafisj  than  either 
this  Circumftance,  or  that  cPoem,  which  you 
are  falfely  pleafed  to  imagine  I  am  fo  very 
fond  of.    I  pretend  to  no  Merit  on  either  of 
thefe  Accounts :     I  have  done  but  very  little 
more  than  my  T>uty ;  and  yet  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  on  the  other  hand,    I  cannot  poffibly 
think,    that  my  having  Ihewn  a  little  Re- 
fpeft  to  one  of  the  beft  and  greateft  Prin- 
ces,   that  ever   fat  on  the  Britijh  Throne, 
when  Providence  had  brought  him  fo  near 
my  poor  Cottage  ;  I  fay,  I  cannot  poffibly 
think,  that  This  was  fo  heinous  a  Crime,  as 
to  deferve  my  being  calPd  by  your  Majefty 
in  Print,  a  Coxcomb  of  the  firfb  Magnitude ; 
to  be  told  in  your  own  Words,    that  upon 
this  very  Account  I  have  been  grofsly  ridi- 
culous, and  made  my  Mfjuflly  the  SubjeB 
of  the  piblick  T)eriflon. r  I  am  forry,  if  I 
have  offended  your  Majefty  by  fo  fmaU  a 
[  C  3  ]  Teitimony 
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Teftimony  of  Refpeft  for  my  lawful  Sove- 
reign i  and  yet  I  mult  confefs,  I  know  not 
how  to  repent  of  what  I  did.  My  King 
■was  far  from  Ihewing  any  Marks  of  Difplea- 
fure ;  and  I  expe&ed  nothing  more  than  his 
gracious  Acceptance.  If  any  about  him, 
confcious  of  the  Manner  in  which  they  had 
ufed  me,  or  out  of  a  ptiful  Jealoufy,  too 
ftiameful  to  be  avowed,  endeavoured  to 
prevent  him  from  doing  me  the  Juftice  to 
believe  me  a  Loyal  Subject;  The  Action 
was  exceedingly  poor  and  mean,  and  I  take 
this  publick  Opportunity  to  tell  them  lb. 

I  n  the  latter  End  of  the  Paragraph  I  am 
anfwering,  you  are  plealed  to  intimate,  that 
fome  People  declare  I  am  wife}  and  learned, 
and  good,  and  great ;  that  I  am  all  "Defert, 
and  have  every  excellent  Quality,  that  can 
either  adorn  or  aceomflijh.  I .  profefs,  Sir, 
you  tell  me  a  Tiece  of  News.  I  am  very 
fenlible,  I  am  far  from  deferving  fuch  a  Cha- 
racter ,  nor  do  I  know  any  People  that  have 
conferred  it  upon  me.  If  your  Majeily  does, 
I  am  lorry  I  muft  fay,  that  I  know  not  how 
to  Return  the  Compliment :  The  Truth  is, 
that  I  never  yet  heard  any  Perfon  give  your 

Majefty 
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Majefty  the  fame  Character.  I  fhall  there- 
fore proceed  to  the  next  Paragraph  in  your 
Letter, 

"  It  of  Courfe  comes  in  here,  to  mention  a 
a  Pamphlet  which  has  been  one  Confequence 
"  of  the  laudable  Pra£lifings  of  thefe  wor- 
"  thy  Gentlemen j  upon  their  new  Agent, 
cc  fubfequent  to  his  'Petition;  but  finding 
"  the  Town  is  this  T)ay  promifed  a  full 
"  Reply  to  it  from  another  Hand,  /  fhall 
ic  omit  what  I  further  defigned,  and  do  little 
"  more  than  juji  mention  it.  This  motly 
u  Performance,  like  its  Author,  would  be 
below  all  Notice,  but  to  prevent  the  bad 
U/es  which  might  otherwife  be  made 
of  it :  It  abounds  with  Improbabilities, 
"  Falfehoods,  and  Indecency.  The  Author 
"  feems  to  make  an  ungentlemanly  Difco- 
"  very  of  Private  Converfation  :  He  begins 
"  with  the  moji  fulfome  Commendations  of 
"  a  Poem  of  his  own  y  and  concludes  like  a 
"  Defperado,  who  regardlefi  of  what  at- 
u  tends  himfelf,  is  ready  for  the  worft  MiC 
"  chief  he  can  be  put  upon  to  others/' 

[  C  4  ]  Your 
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Your  Majefty  in  this  Paragraph,  is  pica- 
fed  to  fall  upon  a  certain  Pamphlet,  intitled, 
a  Letter  to  the  Craft fman ;  which  I  thought 
my  felf  obliged  to  publilh,  to  fhew  the 
World  how  much  I  was  abufed  by  the  Mif- 
reprefentation  of  undeniable  Matters  of 
Fall  :  Your  ftiort  Account  of  this  Pamphlet 
is,  That  it  abounds  with  Improbabilities^ 
Falfehoods,  and  Indecency:  As  a  Model 
therefore  for  future  Writers,  I  prefume  you 
are  gracioufly  pleafed  to  publiili  your  own 
Letter,  which  abounds  with  Probabilities^ 
Truth,  and  good  Manners.  How  much  it 
abounds  with  Truth,  your  very  next  Sen- 
tence is  a  moil  flagrant  Inflame  :  Your  Ma- 
jefty very  roundly  affirms,  that  in  my  Pam- 
phlet I  feem  to  make  an  ungentlemanly  'Dif 
co  very  of  private  Converfation.  I  prefume, 
when  you  made  this  Affertion,  you  had  the 
following  Paragraph  full  in  your  Eye,  in 
Page  the  29th,  of  my  Letter  to  the  Craftfl- 
man,  where  fpeaking  of  Sir  R.  IV.  I  fay  J 

u  Having  taken  Notice,  that  I  was  once 
"  well  acquainted  with  this  great  Man,  I 
H  muft  endeavour  to  take  from  my  felf  the 

leaft 
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u  leaft  Imputation  of  the  two  moft  odious 

"  Crimes  upon  Earth ;  I  mean  Ingratitude  and 

"  Treachery.     Whoever    can    be  guilty  of 

"  thefe,   may  very    poffibly    have   a    Soul 

"  black  enough  to  be  guilty  of  any  Thing  ; 

"  and  I  fhould   a   little  doubt,  whether  a 

iC  Man,  who  had   once    been  falfe  to  his 

"  Friend,  could  ever  be  true  to  his  Kingy  or 

u  his    Country.     I    hope,    I   ihall   not    be 

"  thought  guilty  of  Ingratitude^  fince  I  can 

"  very  truly  affirm,  that  Sir  R.  TV.  has  had 

"  fome  fmall  Obligations  to  me ;  but  if  ever 

"  I  received  the   leaft   Favour ^  AJJijlance^ 

iC  or  Kindne/s^  of  any  fort  from  Sir  R.  W. 

u  it  is  certain  I  have  never  acknowledged  it 

iQ  as  I  ought  to  have  done ;  and  I  mull  confefs 

cc  that  my  Memory  is  extremely  unfaithful. 

"  Treachery  is  the  next  Vice  to  Ingratitude ; 

"  and  I  am  therefore  fully  determined,  what- 

ff  ever  I  fufFer,  to  do  nothing  contrary  to 

"  the  Rules  of  Honour.     Sir  R.  W.  is  not 

"  in  the  leaft  obliged  to  me  for  this  Relblu- 

"  tion :    I  have  taken  it,  not  for  his  fake, 

P  but  my  own" 

How    fully    the  preceding    ^Paragraph 

proves  your  A(fertiony  viz.  That  Ifeem  to 

W  make 
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make  an  ungentlemanly  <Diftovery  of  private 
Converfation,  the  Publick  will  judge :  But  if 
this  Paragraph  does  not  prove  it,  I  do  hereby 
defy  your  Majefty  to  produce  a  Jingle  Line 
more  to  your  Purpofe  in  my  whole  Pam- 
phlet. At  the  fame  Time,  I  cannot  help 
obferving,  that  if  a  Lex  Talionis  is  juft,  and 
fome  Particulars  are  true,  of  which  I  have 
been  credibly  informed,  the  Hero  of  your 
Majefty's  Epiftle  has  the  leaft  Right  of  any 
Man  living,  to  infift  upon  a  ftrid  Obferva- 
tion  of  the  Rules  of  Honour  in  this  Point. 
You  are  pleafed  to  obferve  next,  that  I  be- 
gin my  Pamphlet  with  the  moft  fulfome 
Commendation  of  a  Poem  of  my  own.  To 
which  I  anfwer,  that  thofe  Commendations 
are  not  my  own*  but  Mr.  ^anver's ;  and 
that  it  was  neceffary  I  fhould  quote 
them,  that  the  Readers  might  underftand 
what  follows.  I  muft  own,  I  am  a  little 
furprifed  at  the  laji  Sentence  of  the  Para- 
graph I  am  anfwering  j  in  which  your  Ma- 
jefty is  pleafed  to  affirm,  that  /  conclude  my 
'Pamphlet  like  a  Defperado,  who,  regardlefs 
of  what  attends  himfelf,  is  ready  for  the 
worft  Mifchief  he  can  be  put  upon  to  others. 
This  fevere  Reflection  is  made  upon  the  fol- 
C  lowing 
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lowing  Words  at  the  End  of  my  Letter  to 
the  CraftfmaUj  viz.  "  /  do  ajfure  you,  Mr. 
<(  Danvers,  That  did  I  but  know  how  to  lay 
"  down  my  Life  for  the  real  Service  of  my 
a  poor  Country,  you  fhould  foon  fee  how  lit- 
"  tie  I  would  hefitate  to  fart  with  it"  Is 
this  the  Sentiment  oi^Defperado,  ready  for  the 
worjl  Mifchiefhe  can  be  put  upon  ?  I  declare, 
that  I  fbould  not  hefitate  to  lay  down  my  Life 
for  the  real  Service  of  my  Country  :  And  is 
this  a  Sentiment  fit  to  be  cenfiired  by  a 
King  of  Lacedamon  !  by  a  Spartan  Hero  ! 
and  by  a  Man  educated  under  the  Difcipline 
of  Lycurgus  ?  The  chief  Aim  of  that  Law- 
giver, by  all  his  Inftitutions,  was  to  incul- 
cate this  Maxim  in  the  Minds  of  the  Spar- 
tans ;  That  their  Lives  were  not  their  owny 
nor  ought  ever  to  be  valued,  when  the  Good 
of  their  Country  demanded  them.  *  Their 
very  Songs  all  turn'd  upon  this  Subject  •  and 
were  either  Vanegyricks  upon  fuch  Men  as 
had  died  in  the  Defence  of  their  County,  or 
Satires  upon  thofe  who  made  the  leaft  Scru- 
ple 

*  Mr.  Addifon  had  perhaps  his  Eye  upon  this  Maxim 
of  Lycurgus' s,  when  he  made  Catd  tell  his  Son  Fortius  \ 

thy  Life  is  not  thy  own,  when  Rome  demands  it. 

Addison's  Cato. 
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pie  to  patt  with  their  Lives  in  fo  glorious  a 
Caufe.  They  declared  the  former  to  be 
happy,  and  a  fort  of  'Demi  Gods ;  but  de- 
fcribed  the  latter  as  IVretches,  and  below  the 
the  Condition  of  Men.  We  find  accordingly 
this  Principle  fo  ftrongly  rooted  in  the  Spar- 
tans, that  when  their  Army  was  over- 
thrown at  LeuElra,  The  Parents,  and  all  the 
Relations  of  fuch  as  fell  in  the  Field  of  Battle, 
appeared  publickly  rejoicing  in  the  Market- 
place, and  openly  vifited  and  congratulated 
each  other;  While  the  Fathers  of  thofe 
young  Fellows  who  furvived,  either  hid 
themfelves  at  home,  as  wholly  alhamed  of 
their  Children  %,  or  if  Neceffity  forced  any 
of  them  abroad,  they  appeared  with  the  ut- 
moft  Deje&ion  in  their  Countenances,  nor 
durft  lift  up  their  Eyes  to  look  upon  their 
Acquaintance.  I  ought  not  to  omit,  that 
their  King  Cleombratus  took  care  to  be 
number'd  among  the  Slain.  Should  I  offer 
at  giving  an  Account  of  all  fuch  Men  among 
the  Spartans,  as  plainly  fhew'd  how  little 
they  valued  their  own  Safety,  whenever  they 
imagined  it  flood  in  Competition  with  the 
Good  of  their  Country,  I  fhould  fwell 
this  Letter  to  a  Volume  in  Folio:  I  fhall 

therefore 
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therefore  carry  this  Point  much  further,  and 
venture  to  afTure  your  Majefty,  that  if  at  the 
publick  Tables  *  in  Spartay  your  Majefty 


had 


*  Lycurgus,  in  order  to  banifh  Luxury,  and  to  pro- 
mote inflruttive  Converfation,  exprefsly  forbad  the  Spar- 
tan Men  to  eat  in  Private  at  their  own  Houfes  :  They 
eat  together  in  publick  Halls :  About  fifteen  Spartans  fat 
at  every  Table;  and  no  Man  was  admitted  to  any  Ta- 
ble where  he  was   not  perfectly   agreeable  to  all  the 
Company.     The  Spartan  Boys  were  alfo   admitted  to 
thefe  publick  Tables,    as  to  fo  many  Schools,  where 
they  were  fure  to  learn  IVifdom  and  Temperance,     The 
Spartan  Table-talk  ran  generally  upon  Political  Subjects. 
Sometimes  they  indulged  themfelves  in  a  genteel Railery : 
I  may  very  properly  call  it  a  genteel  Railery,   becaufe 
the  Mafter  of  the  Table  always  turned  the  Conversa- 
tion,  if  it  began  to  exceed  the  Bounds  of  good  Man- 
ners.   The  Old  Men,  at  thefe  Meals,  would  put  a  great 
many  Queftions  of  this  kind  to  the  Youths  and  Boys; 
Who  do  you  take  to  be  a  Man  of  the  mofl  Merit  in  all  Sparta  ? 
What  do  you  think  of  fuch  a  Perfon,  or  fitch  an  Action  ? 
It  was  expected,   that  the  Youths  fhould  give  a  ready 
Anfwer,  and  in  few  Words,  to  the  Queftion  which  was 
ask'd    them.     By    this    means    they     learnt    betimes, 
what  was  call\d,  throughout   all   Greece,     the  Laconic 
Style,   that  is,  a  Style   extreamly  port,  but  ftrong  and 
nervous,  and  which  comprehended  much  Matter  in  few 
Words.     As  the  Subjects  of  their  Conversion  often 
obliged   them    to    be  very  particular    in    Mens    Cha- 
racters,   whenever  a  Youth  came  among    them,  the 
eldeft  Perfon  at  the  Table,  pointing  to  the  Hall-Door, 
always   told   him,   Toting   Man,   nothing  that  is  faid  at 
this  Table,  is  to  go  out  of  that  Door.     By  this  means  a 
young  Spartan  was  not  only   taugltf  how  to   speak, 
but  how  to  hold  his  Tongue  ;   and  I  believe  it  is 
the  Opinion  of  very  wife  Men,  that  this  lafi  Piece  of 
Learning  is  at  leaft  as  necefTary  as  the  firft.    Lycurgus, 

for 
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had  dared  to  call  a  Man  a  rDefperadoJ  or  to 
tell  him  he  was  ready  for  the  worft  ofMif- 
chief  he  could  he  put  upOHj  for  no  other 
Realbn  but  his  faying,  that  he  fhould  not 
hefitate  to  part  with  his  Life  for  the  real 
Service  of  his  Country  \  I  fay,  fhould  your 
Majefty  have  dared  to  preach  this  Do&rine 
in  Sparta,  if  the  Ephori  had  not  imme- 
diately drove  you  out  of  Laconiay  the  very 
Women  and  Boys,  would  have  pulFd  you 
from  your  Throne.  To  prove  what  I  fay, 
give  me  leave  to  put  your  Majefty  in  Mind 
of  the  Behaviour  of  the  Lacedemonian  La- 
dies, when  your  City  was  befieged  by 
Tyrrhus. 


Th 


for  the  Reafons  above  mentioned,  fo  ftrongly  cnjoin'd 
all  bis  Spartans  to  eat  in  publick,  that  when  their  King 
Agis,  at  his  Return  from  a  glorious  and  fuccefs- 
ful  Expedition,  defired  Leave  to  eat  at  home  with  his 
Queen,  the  Ephori  not  only  refufed  to  give  him  Leave 
To  eat  at  home,  but  repremanded  and  fined  him,  for 
prefuming  to  make  a  Requeft  fo  contrary  to  the  Spar- 
tan Discipline.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here 
that  the  Ephori,  who  were  jive  in  Number,  and  chofen 
out  of  the  People,  had  a  Power  fuperior  to  the  King's :  If 
they  fent  for  him  at  any  Time,  he  might  refufe  to  obey 
both  their  firft  and  fecond  Summons ;  But  upon  the 
third  Summons,  he  was  obliged  to  attend  them. 
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The  Spartans 5  on  the  Night  before  cPyr- 
rhus  was  to  make  his  Affault,  had  determin- 
ed in  Council  to  fend  all  their  Women  over 
into  Crete.  When  the  Women  were  in- 
formed of  this,  they  unanimoufly  oppofed 
the  Defign ;  and  Archidamia^  a  Lady  of 
one  of  the  belt  Families  in  Sparta^  entering 
the  Senate,  with  a  drawn  Sword  in  her 
Hand,  demanded  of  them,  in  the  Name  of 
her  Country-women,  What  could  make  them 
entertain  fo  mean  an  Opinion  either  of  their 
Wives j,  or  their  ,cDaughters,as to  imagine  they 
were  enough  in  love  with  Life^  to  endure  to 
furvive  the  Lofs  of  Sparta  ? 

The  Senate  were  equally  pleafed  and 
furprized  with  this  fmart  Harangue :  They 
immediately  revoked  their  Order  for  fending 
away  the  Women,  and  then  refolved  to  draw 
a  Trench  in  a  Line  oppofite  to  their  Ene- 
mies Camp,  and  to  link  Waggons  in  the 
Ground,  at  each  end  of  it,  as  deep  as  the 
Naves  of  the  Wheels,  in  order  toobftrucftthe 
Paffage  of  Tyrrbus's  Elephants.  They  had 
no  fooner  begun  this  Work,  than  all  the 
Women  and  Maids,  came  to  them  in  a  Body, 

headed 
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headed  by  Leaders  of  their  own  Sex.  They 
intreated  the  young  Fellows,  who  were  to 
engage  the  next  Day,  to  go  home  and  re- 
pofe  thcmfelves,  that  they  might  be  fit  for 
A&ion  in  the  Morning;  and  then  joining 
the  elder  fort  of  Men,  they  affifted  them  in 
making  the  Trench.  They  took  upon  them- 
felves  a  full  third  Part  of  it,  which  they  en- 
gaged to  finifh  before  it  was  Day;  and 
working  all  Night,  fome  with  their  Petty- 
coats  tucked  up,  and  others  only  in  their 
Shifts,  they  performed  what  they  had  pro- 
mifed.  The  Trench  was  finifhed  that  Night, 
tho'  Thylarchus  affures  us,  it  was  fix  Cubits 
in  Breadth,  four  in  Depth,  and  eight  hun- 
dred Foot  long.  As  foon  as  Day  appeared, 
Tyrrhus,  with  an  Army  of  20000  Foot, 
2000  Horfe,  and  24  Elephants,  came  on  to 
the  Attack.  Upon  this,  the  Spartan  Wo- 
men arming  the  Youth  with  their  own 
Hands,  committed  the  Trench  to  their 
Charge.  They  conjured  them  to  defend  it 
to  the  laft  Extremity  ;  and  reprefinted  to 
them  in  the  moil  lively  Terms,  how  glori- 
ous it  muft  be  either  to  conquer  in  the  View 
of  their  whole  Country,  or  to  fall  as  became 
Spartans,   and  to  die  in  the  Arms  of  their 

Wives, 
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Wives,    and    their   Mothers.     The   Lace- 
demonians     thus     encouraged,       defended 
themfelves  with   a   Valour   and   Refolution 
fcarce  to  be  conceived.     Phyllius  and  Aero- 
tatus,  (the    latter    fighting  for,  and   before 
his    Miftefs    Chelidonis)    fignalized     them- 
felves in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  has  juftly  ren- 
dered their  Names  immortal.     In  a  Word, 
the  Enemy  were  every  where  repulfed  :  The 
Fight  only  ended  with  the  Day.    But  Tyr- 
rhus  encouraged  by  a  Dream,  led  on  his  Ma- 
cedonians the  next  Morning  to  a  fecond  AC- 
fault :  He  himfelf  in  Perfon  made  his  utmoft 
Efforts,     to   force    a    Paflage   through  the 
Shields  of  the  Spartans  ranged  againft  him. 
He    found   this   impra&icable.     At    length, 
followed   by  a  few  Macedonians  on  Horfe- 
back,  he  made  a  Shift  to  pafs  the  Spartan 
Trench,  in  that  Part  of  it  where  the  Wag- 
gons had  been  planted  to  Hop  his  Elephants. 
He  was    now  making   in  a  full  Career   to- 
wards  the  City,    *  when    his   Horfe,   fliot 
with  a  Cretan  Arrow,  and  flouncing  as  he 
dy'd,  threw  his  Rider.     The  Spartans  en- 

[  D  ]  couraged 
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*  rise  City  of  Sparta  was  not  incompafTed  with  any 
tVatly  it  being  one  of  Lycurgus's  Maxims,  That  the 
Valour  of  its  Inhabitants  was  its  btft  Defence, 
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couraged  at  the  Sight  of  this  Accident,  ran 
boldly  up,   and  fell  upon  the  King  and  his 
Party  with  fo  much  Fury,  as  obliged  them 
to  repafs  the  Trench ;  and  'Pyrrhus,  amazed 
at  thofe  prodigious  Proofs  of  Lacedamonian 
Courage,  which  he  had  been  an  Eye-Witnefs 
of  for  two  Days  together,    founded  a  Re- 
treat, and  drew  off  his  Army.     The  Spartan 
Women  never  ftirred  from  the  Field  of  Bat- 
tle during  thefe  Engagements  :  They  were 
conftantly  at  hand  to  fupply  the  Men  with 
Arms ,  to  give  Bread  and  Wine  to  fuch  as 
were  fainting,  and  to  take  care  of  the  Wound- 
ed. The  Grecians  in  general  thought  the  Lofs 
of  Sparta  at  this  time  inevitable;  andTyrrhufy 
the  greateft  General  of  his  Age,  imagined 
he  was  fb  fure  of  carrying  his  Point,  that  he 
would  not  fuffer  his  Army  to  give  the  Af- 
fault  the  fame  Evening  he  arrived,  for  fear 
they  fhould  take  the  City  by  Storm,    and 
plunder  it  in  the   Night.    He  knew  very 
well   there  were  but   few    Soldiers    in  it ; 
that  even  thefe  were  unprovided,  by  reafon 
of  his   unexpe&ed  Approach;  and,  laftly, 
that  Areus  their  King,  was  not  with  them 
in   Perfon,    but   gone   into    Crete.     Thus, 
moji  mighty  Monarch,  was  your  City  of  Sparta 
K  prefervedj 
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preferved,  which  could  never  have  been  done, 
had  not  the  Ladies,  as  well  as  the  Men, 
been  fonder  of  their  Country  than  their 
Lives. 

If  I  was  to  produce  Examples  of  particular 
Women^  who  have  aded  upon  this  Princi* 
pie,  I  need  go  no  farther  for  them  than  to  your 
Majefty's  own  Family  and  Relations.  If  your 
Majefty  had  not  taken  a  fwinging  Draught 
of  *  Lethe,  you  could  not  poffibly  have  forgot 
what  to  be  fure  your  own  Queen,  the  Widow 
of  your  Predeceffor  Agis,  muft  often  have  told 
you,  *viz.  That  when  the  Ephori  had  put 
her  Husband,  and  his  Grand-Mother  pri- 
vately to  Death,  Ageflftrata  his  Mother  was 
told  that  fhe  might,  if  fhe  pleafed,  go  into 
the  Prifon,  and  fee  her  Son.  As  foon  as  fhe 
entered,  ftie  beheld  her  own  Mother  hang- 
ing by  the  Neck,  and  her  Son  dead  upon  the 
Ground.  This  Spectacle  at  firft  furprized 
her;  but  foon  recolle&ing  her  Spirits,  fhe 
took  down  her  Mother's  Body,  and  covered 
[  D  2  ]  it 


*  The  Greeks  fancied  that  the  Dead,  as  foon  as  ever 
they  had  drank  of  the  River  Lethe,  forgot  every  Thing 
that  had  pafs'd  in  the  upper  World,  while  they  were 
alive. 
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it  in  a  decent  Manner  ;  being  then  informed 
that  Ihe  was  alfo  to  die,  ftie  immediately  rofe  up 
to  meet  her  Deftiny,  and  only  uttered  thefe 
few  remarkable  Words :  May  the  Gods  gr  ant , 
that  all  this  may  redound  to  the  Good  of 
Sparta. 

Your  Majefty^s  own  Mother  gave  fuch  a 
Proof  of  her  Love  to  her  Country,  as  was 
very  little  inferior  to  the  Behaviour  of  Age- 
Jljlrata.     Ttokmy  King  of  Egypt  had  pro- 
mifed  to  affift  you ;  but  demanded  your  Mo- 
ther and  Children  for  Hoftages.     Your  Ma- 
jefty   was    at     that   Time  a  very    hopeful 
young  Man,  and  a  dutiful  Son.     You  want- 
ed the  King  of  Egypt's  Afliftance  j  but  did 
not  well  know  how  to  mention  his  Propofal 
to  your  Mother.     You  were  often  going  to 
acquaint  her  with   it;  but   when  you  were 
juft  about  to  fpeak,  your  Courage  ftill  failed 
you.     Your  Majefty  in  thefe  Circumftances, 
looked  a  little  aukwardly  whenever  you  made 
a  Vifit.     Your  Mother  at  laft,  hearing  what 
was  the  Matter,  fell  into  a  Fit  of  Laughter, 
and  asked  you,  If  that  was  all  you  had  fo  of- 
ten a  Mind  to  tell  her,  when  you  was  afraid 
to  fpeak  to  her?    She  immediately  added; 
w  Prythee, 
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Pry  thee,  fend  this  Carcafe  wherever  it  may 
be  moft  ferviceable  to  Sparta,  before  Age 
makes  it  fit  for  nothing  but  a  Grave. 
When  your  Majefty  foon  after  feemed  afraid 
to  purfue  your  own  Meafures  upon  the  Ac- 
count of  thofe  Pledges  you  had  lent  to  Pto- 
lemy,, ftie  wrote  a  Letter  to  you,  and  laid 
her  abfolute  Commands  upon  you^  To  do 
whatever  was  moft  for  the  good  of  Sparta, 
and  not  to  fear  an  Egyptian  Tyrant,  for  the 
fake  of  a  Child  and  an  Old  IVoman. 

The  Mother  of  Pattfanias,  who  obtained 
the  famous  Vi&ory  at  Plataa,  and  took 
Byzantium j  when  fhe  found  that  her  Son, 
elated  with  his  SuccefTes,  had  endeavoured 
to  alter  the  Conftitution  of  Sparta,  and  to 
make  himfelf  an  abfolute  Prince,  was  the 
iirft  Perlbn  who  brought  a  Stone  to  block  up 
the  Door  of  the  Temple  of  Minerva,  into 
which  Paufanias  had  fied  for  Refuge,  and 
where,  by  the  Command  of  the  Ephori,  he 
was  ftarved  to  Death.  Neither  is  this  In- 
ftance  of  her  preferring  her  Country  to  her 
Son  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  it  was 
cuftomary  with  the  Worn  eh  of  Sparta,  when 
their  Sons  were  going  to  the  Wars,  to  de- 
[  D  3  ]  liver 
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liver  them  their  Shield  with  thefe  Words, 
«  taLv  %  Wi  Toisj  Either  bring  this  backj  or 
be  brought  upon  it  \  alluding  to  the  Cuftom 
of  the  Grecian  Soldiers,  who  ufually  brought 
off  the  Bodies  of  theirComrades  who  were  flain 
upon  their  Shields  jfo  that  the  Mothers  Advice 
to  their  Sons,  was  To  lofe  their  Lives ',  rather 
than  their  Shields  and  their  Honour.  To 
fiiew  they  were  in  earneft  when  they  gave 
this  Advice,  we  are  told,  that  a  Spartan 
Lady,  when  flie  faw  her  Son  flying  from 
the  Field  of  Battle  without  his  Arms,  flew 
him  with  her  own  Hand ;  and  that  this  A&ion 
gave  Occafion  to  the  following  Epigram  : 

TvfjLvov  i£b<rc&  Aoutouvct  T<tXiv\^pirov  lye  iroXifJioio 
TlociS^  bqv  es  irouT^oLv  odtcw  Uvtcl  ttq^oLj 

^Avtiyi  d'i^cccrccy  Jxi  7)7rctros  yXvve  h.oy%nv9 
"AppZvcl  fYi^ocfjLsvi/i  (pSroyfov  liri  Tclot/xsyajj 

&AAAoT£/o^X7rapTas  (kirtv)  yiv®»yBppe  7roG'<xJW' 

Which  I  fhall  tranflate  for  the  Benefit  of 
spy  Fair  Readers. 
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A  Spartan  Dame  beheld  her  only  Son, 
Difarm'd  and  naked  from  the  Battle  ran  ; 
Fird  with  thejhameful  Sight ,  Jhe  f natch' d  a  Dart, 
And  lodg'd  the  fatal  Weapon  in  his  Heart : 
Lie  thcre^  degenerate  Boy,  aloud  jhe  cries, 
Whofe  Flight  thy  Country  and  thy  Birth  belies. 

So  much  for  the  Women.  I  will  fhew 
your  Majefty  in  the  next  Place,  fince  I  find 
you  have  forgot  it,  that  the  very  Boys  in 
Sparta,  valued  their  Honour  and  their  Re- 
putation much  more  than  their  Lives.  Ly- 
curgus  allowed  them  to  fteal;  he  imagined 
that  it  quickened  their  Wit,  and  fharpened 
their  Invention.  If  they  brought  off  what 
they  took  without  being  difcovered,  they 
were  applauded  for  their  'Dexterity ;  but  if 
they  were  caught  in  the  Fad,  they  were 
whipp'd  without  Mercy  j  not  as  a  Punifhment 
for  their  intended  Theft,  but  for  not  laying 
their  'Defign  better.  A  Youth  had  one  Day 
ftolen  a  young  Fox :  He  hid  it  under  his 
Coat,  and  not  being  able  to  retire  immedi- 
ately without  giving  Sufpicion,  rather  than 
fufFer  the  Fox  to  be  found  upon  him,  he 
permitted  the  enraged  Creature,  to  tear  out 
[D4]  his 
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his  Bowels  with  its  Teeth  and  Claws^  and 
fell  dead  upon  the  Place. 

Another  Spartan  Youth  was  holding  a 
Cenfer  at  a  Sacrifice :  A  burning  Coal  happen- 
ed to  fall  into  his  Sleeve:  The  Boy  ftill  held 
his  Cenfer  without  flinching,  and  fuffered 
his  Arm  to  be  fcorched  ib  long  without  once 
moving  it,  till  the  Scent  of  his  burnt  Flefh 
grew  offenfive  to  the  Company. 

Plutarch  tells  us,  that  he  himfelf 
had  feen  feveral  Spartan  Boys  fcourged  to 
Death  before  the  Statue  of  *  cDianaJ  with- 
out ever  uttering  a  Sigh,  or  a  Groan. 


*  The  Feaft  of  Diana,  upon  which  this  Ceremony 
was  ufed  of  Whipping  the  Youths,  was  from  thence 
called  Aiafxa<riyo(r*s,  the  Flagellation,  This  Diana  was 
the  Diana  Taurica,  whofe  Statue,  Oreftes  and  Iphigenia 
dole,  and  brought  to  Lacedcemon.  While  they  were 
offering  their  firft  Sacrifices  to  this  Deity,  a  Quarrel 
arofe  among  the  People;  which  ended  in  Blood.  The 
Spartans  hereupon  consulted  the  Oracle,  what  was  to 
be  done  to  appeafe  the  Goddefs  ?  and  received  for  An- 
fwer,  Let  the  Altar  of  the  Goddefs  be  fprinkled  with 
Blood.  They  therefore  offered  to  her  every  Year,  a 
Man  chofen  by  Lot  for  that  Service,    hscurgus  abo- 

liflied 
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I  am  really  afhamed,  that  I  am  obliged  to 
put  your  Majefty  in  mind  of  all  thefe  Par- 
ticulars, which  you  ought  to  know  fo  much 

better 


lifted  this  cruel  Cuftom;  but  out  of  Refpec"t  to  the  Ora- 
cle, ordered,  that  the  Altar  of  Diana  fhould  be  fprink- 
led  with  the  Blood  of  fome  Youths,  who  were  to  be 
whipped  round  it.  A  Prieftefs  prelided  at  this  Sacrifice, 
and  held  a  fmall  Statue  of  the  Goddefs  in  her  Hands 
during  the  Ceremony.  If  thofe  whofe  Buiinefs  it  was 
to  whip  the  Children  fparedany  of  them,  out  of  a  Re- 
gard to  their  Beauty  or  their  Birth,  thePrieftefs  pretended 
the  Statue  of  Diana  grew  fo  heavy,  that  fhe  was  un- 
able to  fupport  it.  I  confefs,  I  could  not  have  be- 
lieved, that  thefe  Youths  had  been  ever  whipp'd  to  Death, 
if  fo  good  and  great  a  Man  as  Plutarch  (who  was  Trajan's 
Tutor,  and  Conful  of  Rome)  had  not  reported  the  Fact, 
and  declared,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  an  Eye-witnefs 
of  it.  If  this  Ceremony  was  pufhed  to  fuch  an  Ex- 
cefs,  it  was  evidently  contrary  to  the  Defign  of  Lycur- 
gus.  As  to  the  Spartan  Generoiity  and  Patience,  it  is 
certain  they  were  fo  remarkable,  that  they  became  a 
Proverb  throughout  all  Greece;  and  Plutarch's  Account 
is  ftrengthen'd  by  what  Cicero  tells  us  in  his  Tufculatt 
Queftions ;  Pueri  Spartiata  non  ingemifcunt  verberum 
dolor e  laniati  Adolefcentium  greges  Lacedamone  vidimus 
ipfi  incredihili  contentione  cert  antes  pugnis,  calcibus,  un- 
guibus,  morfa  denique,  ut  exanimarentur  priufquam  fe 
viftos  faterentur.  Cic.  From  the  Spartans  incredible 
Paflive  Courage,  in  fufTering  all  bodily  'Pains,  Horace 
in  one  of  his  Odes,  gives  the  City  of  Sparta  the  Epi- 
thet of  'Patient:  Me  nee  tarn  patiens  Lacedcemon,  &c. 
And  another  Author,  who  introduces  a  Fellow,  giving 
an  Account  of  his  having  been  beaten,  makes  him  fay 
with  a  good  deal  of  Humour,  Tres plagas  Spartand  No- 
bilitate  concoxi. 
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better  than  my  felf :  I  fhall,  however,  as  I 
hinted  before,  charitably  impute  your  Forget- 
f  ulnefs  to  your  having  taken  a  lufty  Draught 
of  the  Waters  of  Lethe :  Yet,  what,  in  the 
Name  of  Wonder,  could  induce  your  Ma- 
jefty  to  fall  upon  an  Englishman  in  fo  bar- 
barous a  Way,    only   for  faying    that   he 
loved  his  County  in  a  proper  Manner  ?  If 
your  Majefty  was  Flefli  and  Blood,  I  fhould 
flirewdly  fufpeft  that  you  had  a  Defign  upon 
Great  Britain  ;  and  that  you  began  your  Pro- 
ject, by  trying  to  banter  its  Natives  out  of  thofe 
Notions,  which  alone  could  make  them  fight 
for  their  Country,  whenever  your  Majefty 
thought  fit  to  invade  it.     And  yet,  Sir,  let 
me   tell  you,  that  fhould  the   old   Englijh 
Sprit  revive  among  us,  and  our  prefent  King 
appear  at  our  Head,    we  might  happen  to 
ferve  you  as  Antigonus  did  in  the  Plains  of 
*  Sellafia. 


If 


*  The  Battle  of  Sellafia,  in  which  Cleomenes  was 
overthrown  by  Antigonus,  determined  the  Fate  of  the 
former.  Antigonus  entered  the  City  of  Sparta  immedi- 
ately after  this  Battle,  but  out  of  RefpecT:  to  the  Spartan 
Virtue,  altered  nothing  in  their  Conftitution,  and  treated 
•he  Inhabitants  with  the  utmoft  Humanity  and    Gene 

rofity. 
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If  your  Majefty  will  but  give  your  felf 
the  Trouble  to  look  jnto  our  Hiftories,  you 
will  find  how  Englifhrnen,  fired  with  the 
Love  of  their  Country ,  behaved  themfelves 
at  the  Battles  of  Agincourt  and  Creffy.  Some 
of  our  Countrymen  are  ftill  living  who 
fought  at  Blenheim  and  Ramillies;  and 
how  Englishmen  have  behaved  even  in  this 
Age,  your  Majefty  may  learn  from  the  fol- 
lowing Lines. 

But  fee  the  haughty  Houjhold  Troops  advance  ! 
The  Dread  tf/ Europe,  and  the  Qride  of  France. 
The  War's  whole  Art  each  private  Soldier  knows , 
And  with  a  Gen'raVs  Love  of  Conqueji  glows  j 
tProudly  he  marches  on>  and  void  of  Fear, 
Laughs  at  the  Jbaking  of  the  Britifli  Spear. 
Vain  Infolence  !  with  native  Freedom  brave ^ 
The  meanefl  Britony?or;;j  the  higheft  Slave  ; 
Contempt  and  Fury  fire  their  Souls  by  Turns , 
Each  Nation's  Glory  in  each  Warrior  bums  J 
Each  fight s}  as  in  his  Arm  tb9  important  Day; 
And  all  the  Fate  of  his  great  Monarch  lay  : 


rojity.  Cleomenes,  whofe  Ambition  occafioned  the  IVar^ 
was  obliged  to  fly  into  Egypt,  and  never  more  faw 
Greece. 
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A  Thoufand  glorious  Actions,  that  might  claim 
Triumphant  Laurels,  and  immortal  Fame, 
Confus'd  in  Crouds  of  glorious  Anions  lie, 
And  Troops  of  Heros  undijlinguifh'd  die. 
0  Dormer !  how  can  I  behold  thy  Fate, 
And  not  the  Wonders  of  thy  Youth  relate  ? 
How  can  I  fee  the  Gay,  the  Brave,  the  Toung, 
Fall  in  the  Cloud  of  War,  and  lie  unfung\ 
In  "Joys  ofConqueJl  he  refigns  his  Breath, 
And  fir  d  with  England's  Glory,  f miles  in  Death. 

This  is  part  of  a  juft  Defcription  of  a  Battle, 
fought  but  a  few  Years  fince,  upon  the  Banks 
of  the  'Danube,  under  the  Conduct  of  an 
Englifli  General,  who  was  as  great  a  Mailer  of 
the  Art  of  War,  and  more  conftantly  victori- 
ous than  Agefilaus  himfelf,  the  moft  renowned 
of  all  your  Majefty's  Royal  PredecefTors. 

The  Line3  I  have  quoted  are  from  an 
Englifo  'Patriot  and  fPoet :  Your  Majefly 
cannot  but  obferve,  There  is  no  lefs  Spirit 
in  them,  than  in  the  Verfes  of  your  own 
immortal  General,  The  great  *  Tyrtteus  ;  of 

which 


*  The  Lacedemonians  being  engaged  in  a  bloody  and 
uniuccefsful  War  with  the  Mejfenians,  fent  to  implore 

the 


to  Cleomenes,  45 

which  your  Father  ufed  often  to  fay  ;  That 
The  bare  Recital  of  them  was  fujficient  to 
make  any  Man  ruJJj  fearlefs  into  the 
Battle ;  and  dejpife  all  dangers :  I  be- 
lieve 


the   Afliftance  of  the  Oracle  of  A  folio.     They    were 
Commanded,  To  defire  a  General  for  their  Army  from  the 
Athenians.     The  Athenians  fent  them  Tyrtceus  the  Poet. 
The  Spartans  were  as  unfortunate  under  the  Command 
of  this  General  as  they  had  been  before,  and  loft  three 
Battles  fucceflively.     They  refolved  in  Defpair  to  retire 
into    Sparta,    but    Tyrtceus    calling  his   Soldiers    toge- 
ther,   inftead  of    fpeaking  in  Prole,  like  other  Gene- 
rals, made  an  Oration  to  them  in  Verfe  of  his  own 
Compofing.     His  Oration  began  with  a  mofl  lively  De- 
fcription  of  True  Valour,  and  ended  with  a  moft  pathe- 
tick  Exhortation  to   them,  either   to  Conquer,  or  'Die 
in  the  Caufe  of  their  Country.     The  whole  Army  was 
fo  fired  with  the  Poet's  Compofition,  and  had  now  fo 
real  a  Contempt  for  Death,  that  they  were  only  foli- 
citous  about  being  buried  in  a  proper  Manner ;    a  Point 
in   which    the  Antients    were    extreamly   fuperftitious. 
After  every  Man  therefore  had  fixed  a  Ticket  upon  his 
Right-Arm,  which  declared  his  own  Name,  and  the 
Name  of  his  Family,  they  marched  boldly  again  ft  their 
Enemies  with  a  fettled  Refoknion,  either  to  conquer,  or 
to  fall  all  together  in  the  Field  of  Battle.  The  Meffeni- 
ans,  tho'  they  had  Intelligence  of  the  defperate  Reiblu- 
tion  the  Spartans  had  taken,  met  them  with  great  Bra- 
very.    The   Fight  was  one  of  the  moft  obftinate  and 
bloody  we  have  any  Account  of  in  Hiftory;  but  at  laft 
the  Spartan  Courage  (which  the  Verfes  of  their  Gene- 
ral feemed  to  have  made  fomething  more  than  human) 
obtained  the  Victory,     lieges  Lacedamoniorum  ne  contra 
fortunam  pugntndo,  major  a  detrimenta  chit  at i  infligerent, 
reducere   exercitum  voluerunt ;   ni   intcrvenijjet  Tyrtceus 
ijui  compojita  carmina  exercitui  pro  condone  recitavit;  in 
ambus  hortamenta  virtutis,  damnorum  folatia,  belli  con/ilia 

con- 
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lieve  I  may  add,  that  our  Country-Man's 
Numbers  are  at  leaft  as  harmonious  as  any 
your  Majefty  can  ftiew  me  in  the  Odes  of 
£jpendon>  Alcman^  or  Terpander.  * 


confer  ipferat.  Itaque  tantum  ardorem  militibus  injecit,  ut 
non  defalute,  fed  de  fepulturd,  foliciti,  tefferas,  infculptis 
fuis  &J5  patrum  nominibus,  dextre  brachio  deligarent  ;  ut 
Ji  omnes  adverfum  pralium  confumpfiffet,  &  temporis  fpa- 
tio  confufa  corporum  lineamenta  efj'ent,  ex  indicia  tituh- 
rum  tradi  fepultura  poffent.  Cum  fie  animatum  reges 
exercitum  viderent,  cur  ant  rem  hoftibus  nuntiari ;  A/left 
feniis  autem  non  timorem v  res,  fed  temulationem  mutuam 
dedit.  ltaque  tantis  animis  concurfum  eft,  ut  raro  un- 
quam  cruentius  prcelium  fuerit.  Ad  peftremum  tamen  vic7o- 
ria  Lacedeemoniorum  fuit.  Juft.  Tyrtaus  is  mentioned 
with  the  utmoft  Honour  by  a  great  many  other  Hifto- 
rians  and  Authors.  'Plato  calls;  him,  The  moft  divine 
Poet,  and  fpeaks  of  him  in  the  following  Manner; 

tZ6[i.wv>  %  irep)  vofj.o^£fficcg.  'H  TupTate*  nrotvrd  bttoTctre*  5ox£7<j 
yeep  SJj  eotybq  v\fjfiv  efvutt  iy  ayfli^  Zrt  ourd$  ytiv  Iv  rui  xoAsfAw  $iu- 
<£*poJ"ras>  SicttpspovTwi;  *yx.ey.<tiiJ.iKCCt;. 

Horace  fays  of  him, 

Tyrtaufque  mares  animos  in  Martia  bella 
Verjibus  exacuit.  « 

*  Three  Lacedamoman  Poets.  My  Readers  may  ob- 
ferve  here,  that  the  Spartans  had  'Poets  among  them; 
but  then  they  took  care  to  encourage  none,  but  fuch 
as  infpired  People  with  generous  Sentiments.  A  Poet 
coming  to  refide  at  Lacedamon,  who  the  Spartans  were 
told  had  faid  fomething  in  one  of  his  Pieces  to  this 
EffecT:,  viz,.  That,  A  Man  had  better  take  care  of  his 
Life,  than  lofe  it  for  the  fake  of  his  Country,  they  im- 
mediately defired  him  to  leave  their  City. 
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I  could  produce  Inftances  which  would 
convince  your  Majefly,  that  even  in  the 
Breafts  of  fome  of  our  Englifb  Ladies,  the 
Love  of  their  Country  has  been  the  reigning 
Tafflon. 

The  Widow  of  that  immortal  Englijb 
General  laft  mentioned  is  ftill  living :  A  few 
Years  fmce  her  Beauty  rendered  her  confpi- 
cuous.  The  Wife  of  your  Friend  *  Tautens, 
was  never  Miftrefs  of  a  finer  Air,  or  a 
nobler  Trefence.     Time  has  at  laft  robbed 

her 


*  The  Wife  of  Panteus  (who  flrft  mounted  the 
Walls  of  Megalopolis,  and  afterwards  fled  with  Cleo- 
menes into  Egypt)  is  laid  to  have  been  a  Woman  of  ex- 
quifite  Beauty,  and  a  mod  noble  Prefence.  Her  Friends 
kept  her  for  fome  Time  by  Force  in  Sparta ;  but  at  laft  (he 
found  Means  to  efcapc  from  them,  and  get  to  her  Huf- 
band,  with  whom  fhe  chearfully  endured  all  the  Hard- 
Jhips  and  Inconvenienctes,  they  met  with  in  a  Foreign 
Country,  When  Crate/idea,  the  Mother  of  Cleomenes 
went  to  her  Execution,  this  Lady  fupported  her  Train, 
and  exhorted  her  (tho'  there  was  no  Occafion  for  it) 
to  die  as  became  a  Spartan  Princefs,  After  fhe  had 
fhrowded  the  Corps  of  her  Miftrefs,  fhe  fubmitted 
to  her  own  Fate;  but  we  are  rtold,  that  fhe  flrft  ad- 
j ufted  her  felf  in  fo  Modeft  and  Decent  a  Manner, 
that  the  Executioner  had  no  Occafion  to  meddle  with 
her  Body,  or  even  to  throw  a  Veil  over  it  after  fhe 
was  dead. 
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her  Eyes  of  part  of  their  Luftre ;  yet  is  (he 
ftili  glorioufly  diftinguilhed  among  her 
Country-Women,  and  ftands  foremoft  in 
the  Rank  of  Patriots.  The  moll  generous 
Lacedemonian  Dame  never  felt  a  more  live- 
ly Grief  when  Thebes  became  the  Miftrefs  of 
Greece ',  than  our  English  Heroine  has  been  af- 
flicted with,to  fee  her  Country  no  longer  hold- 
ing the  Ballance  of  Europe,  but  infulted  by 
thofe  Nations,  who  fued  for  its  Alliance  in 
the  Days  of  her  illuftrious  Confort. 

I  know  not  indeed  how  it  happens,  but  I 
am  told,  that  fhe  is  not  one  of  the  moft  zea- 
lous Adorers  of  the  Hero  of  your  Majefty's 
Epiftle. 

You  may  poffibly  infer  from  fome  prece- 
ding Paragraphs,  that  Great  Britain  does 
not  at  prefent  make  the  fame  Figure  in 
Europe  which  fhe  formerly  did  \  and,  To  con- 
fefs  the  Truth,  we  have  been  treated  of  late 
after  an  odd  fort  of  Manner,  by  a  certain 
People  called  Spaniards  :  They  have  taken 
our  Ships  without  any  Ceremoay,  where- 
ever  they  found  them.  They  have  befieged  a 
Plate,  which  they  themfelres  had  yielded  to 
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us  by  a  moft  lolemn  Treaty  ;  and  which  the 
World  fcemed  then  to  think  we  had  dearly 
purchafed.  They  pretended  to  reckon  with 
us,  for  having  given  a  Check  to  their  naval 
Power  ibme  Years  fines;  and  People  began 
to  apprehend,  that  they  had  Thoughts 
of  calling  us  to  an  Account,  for  having 
deftroyed  their  invincible  Armada  in  Eighty 
eight.  We  have,  however,  at  laft,  reduced 
thefe  haughty  Gentlemen  to  make  a  Peace 
with  us  j  by  which  it  is  exprelly  agreed, 
that  we  fliall  have  full  Satisfaction  for  all 
the  ^Damages  we  have  fuftained.  Our  happy 
Merchants  have  now  nothing  in  the  World  to 
do?  but  to  prove  their  LofTes  at  Madrid  be- 
fore two  or  three  Spanifh  Cammijjioners^  and 
then  to  open  their  Hands  and  receive  their 
Money :  Some  of  them,  indeed,  have  been  fb 
terribly  provoked,  and  are  Men  of  fo  much 
Spirit,  that  I  have  heard  them  declare,  they 
had  rather  go  to  the  Spanifb  Weft-Indies, 
and  pay  themfelves.  It  is  a  little  odd  they 
fliould  retain  any  Refentment  againft  3 
Nation  fo  ready  to  make  them  full  Amends 
for  all  they  have  fuffered,  and  who  are  at 
prefent  become  our  moft  faithful  Friends^  and 
beft-beloved  Allies :  But  your  Majefty  know? 
[EL  tfctf 
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that  Lofcrs  will  take  the  Liberty  to  fpeak ; 
and  Mens  PaJJions  will  fometimes  run  away 
with  their  T)ifcretion.  If  your  Majefty  fhould 
ask  me,  How  we  came  to  fit  down  lb  long, 
and  fo  patiently    under    fuch    intolerable 
Ufage?    I  mull   beg  Leave  to    be  excufed 
from  giving  my  own  private  Opinion  upon 
fo  delicate  a  Subjed  :  Befides,  your  Majefty 
feems  to  be  intimately  acquainted,   with  a 
certain  great  Man,  who,  moft  People  think, 
can  give  the  beft  Account  of  it.   I  fhall  only 
venture  to  fay,   That  the  'Prince,  who  is  at 
prefent  feated  on  the  Briti/b  Throne,  has 
given  the  moft  undeniable  Proofs  of  his  own 
per  final  Courage    and  Bravery  >   and  does 
not  feem  to  be  of  an  Humour,  to  fee  either 
himfelf  infulted,  or  his  Subje&s  robbed  and 
murdered.     I  hope  alfo,  that  my  Country- 
men in   general  have   not  loft  that  Sprite 
which  rendered  them  fo  formidable  to  their 
Enemies,  but  a  few  Years  fince.     To  con- 
vince your  Majefty,  that  we  have  not  been 
wholly  infenjible  of  the  Ufage  we  have  re- 
ceived, I  will  ihew  you,  with  how  juft  and 
noble  an  Indignation,    and  in   what  ftrong 
and  moving  Notes  the  Britijh  Mufes  made 
their  Complaints,    while  they  apprehended 

their 
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their  Country  was  lofing  all  its  former  Glory 
and  Reputation. 

My  firft  Quotation  fhall  be  from  a  Letter 
to  the  Lord  Cobham,  wrote  by  the  late 
Mr.  Congreve  ;  in  whofe  Perfon,  the  Man 
of  Senfe,  and  the  Man  of  Wit,  the  Gen- 
tleman and  the  Scholar,  were  fo  happiiy 
mixed  and  blended,  that  each  feemed  to 
give  a  peculiar  Grace  and  Beauty  to  the 
other ;  and  all  together  formed  a  Man,,  who 
Was  an  Honour  to  his  Country,  and  the  ^De- 
light  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Say,  Cobham,  what  amufes  thy  Retreat  ? 
Or  Stratagems  of  War,  or  Schemes  of  State  K 
Dojl  thou  recal  to  Mind  with  Joy  or  Grief, 
Great  Marlbro'.r  Attions  ?  That  immortal  Chief, 
Whofe  flight efi  Trophy  rais'd  in  each  Campaign, 
More  than  fuffic \i  to  Jignalize  a  Reign  ? 
Does  thy  Remembrance  rijing  warm  thy  Heart 
With  Glory  pajfy  where  thou  thy  j elf  hadf  part  f 
Or  doll  thou  grieve  indignant  now  to  fee 
The  fruitlefs  End  of  all  thy  Viclory  ? 
To  fee  th'  Audacious  Foe/5  latefubdiid, 
Difpute  thofe  Terms  for  which  fo  long  they  fa' d? 
[E  2]  Js 
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As  if  Britannia  now  were  funk  fo  low. 

To  beg  that  Vczccfbe  wonted  to  bellow  ? 

Be  far  that  Guilt  !  be  never  known  that  Shame  ! 

That  England  fhottd  retraB  her  rightful  Claim, 

Or  ceafing  to  be  dreaded  and  ador'd, 

Stain  with  her  Pen  the  Luflre  of  her  Sword. 

If  your  Majefty  fees  any  Thing  in  thefc 
Lines,  that  gives  you  a  Curiofity  to  know 
their  Author,  you  may  enquire  for  him  in 
the  moft  beautiful  Part  of  the  Elyfian  Fields  ; 
where,  in  all  Probability  you  will  find  him 
in  Company  with  Orpheus  >  Horner ,  Linus  y 
and  Addifon.  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  he 
compofed  thefe  Verfes  but  a  little  before  his 
'Death,  and  that  they  are  the  laft  he  ever 
wrote.  They  are  a  Demonftration,  That 
the  Love  of  his  Country  was  one  of  the  laft 
Tafflons  that  left  his  Breafi  >  and  that  he 
was  much  more  concerned  to  fee  England  in- 
fulted  by  her  neighbouring  States,  than  at 
the  Profped  of  his  own  'Diffblution. 

My  next  Quotation  fhall  be  from  a  Poem, 
which  is  very  properly  entitled  Britannia. 
The  Gentleman  who  wrote  this  Poem  is  ftill 

living  j 
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living  •  and  if  his  future  Works  have  but 
the  fame  Spirit,  with  thofe  he  has  already 
publilhed,  he  will  doubtlefs  be  placed  by 
Pofterity  in  one  of  the  firft  Ranks  of  our 
Englijlo  Poets. 

As  on  the  Sea-beat   Shore  Britannia  fat, 
Of  her  degenerate  Sons  the  faded  Fame, 
Deep  in  her  anxious  Heart,  revolving  fad  , 
Bare  was  her  throbbing  Bofom  to  the  Gale, 
That  hoarfe,  and  hollow, from  the  bleak  Surge  blew , 
Loofe  flow'd  her  Trefjes  \  rent  her  azure  Kobe. 
Hung  o'er  the  Deep  from  her  Majefick  Brow 
She  tore  the  Laurel,  andjhe  tore  the  Bay  ; 
Nor  ceas'd  the  copious  Grief  to  bathe  her  Cheek. , 
Nor  ceas'd  her  Sobs  to  murmur  to  the  Main. 
Peace  difcontented  nigh,  departing,  f  retch' }d 
Her  Dove-like  Wings ',  andW&r,  tho'  greatly  rous'd, 
Tet  mourn* d  his  fetter 'd  Hands.   While  thus  the 

Queen 
Of  Nations  fpoke  )  and  what  fhe  f aid  the  Mufe 
Recorded,  faithful,  in  unbidden  Verfe. 

See,  unchaltis'd,  th*  infulting  Spaniard  dares 
Infejt  the  trading  Flood.    Full  of  vain  War 
Defpife  my  Navies,  and  my  Merchants  f«i*e  j 

[E3]  4s, 
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As,  tr  lifting  to  falfe  Peace,  they  fear  lefs  foam 
The  World  of  Waters  wild,  made,  by  the  Toil, 
And  liberal  Blood  of  glorious  Ages,  mine  : 
Nor  burfts  my  ileeping 'Thunder  on  their  Head. 
Whence  this  unwonted® atience  ?  this  weak  Doubt  ? 
This  tame  Befeeching  o/Reje&ed  Peace  ? 
This  meek  Forbearance  ?  this  una&ive  Fear, 
To  generous  Britons  never  known  before  ? 
And  fail9  d  my  Fleets  for  this,  on  Indian  Tides 
To  float,  una&ive,  with  the  veering  Winds  i 
The  Mockery  of  War  !  while  hot  Difeafe, 
And  Sloth  difiemperid,fwept  off  burning  Crowds, 
For  A&ion  ardent ;  and  amid  the  Deep, 
Inglorious,  funk  them  in  a  watry  Grave. 
There  now  they  lie  beneath  the  fowling  Flood, 
Far  from  their  Friends,  and  Country  unaveng'd; 
And  back  the  weeping  Warjhip  comes  again, 
Pifpirited,  and  thin ;  her  Sons  afham'd 
Thus  idly  to  review  their  Native  Shore 
With  not  one  Glory  fparkling  in  their  Eye, 
One  Triumph  on  their  Tongue.     A  QaJJenger, 
The  violated  Merchant  comes  along ; 
That  far-fought  Wealth,  for  which  the  noxious  Gale 
He  drew,  andfweat  beneath  Equator  Suns, 
By  lawlefs  Force  detained ;  a  Force  thatfoon 
Would  melt  away,  and  every  Spoil  refign, 

r  Were 
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Were  once  the  Britifh  Lion  heard  to  roar. 

Whence  is  it  that  the  proud  Iberian  thus, 

In  their  own  well-aJJ'erted  Element, 

Dares  rouze  to  Wrath  the  Mailers  of  the  Main  ? 

Who  told  him,  that  the  big  incumbent  War 

Would  not,  ere  this,  have  roll' d  his  trembling  ^Ports 

Infmoaky  Ruins  ?  and  his  guilty  Stores, 

Won  by  the  Ravage  of  a  butcher *d  World, 

Yet  unaton'd  funk  in  the  fw  allow9  d  Deep  ? 

Or  led  the  glittering  (Prize  into  the  Thames  ? 

And  what,  my  thoughtlefs  Sons,  fljouldfire  yott 
more, 
Than  when  your  w ell- earn' Yd  Empire  of  the  Deep, 
The  leaf  beginning  Injury  receives  ? 
What  better  Caufe  can  call  your  Lightning  forth  ? 
Tour  Thunder  wake  ?  Your  dearefl  Life  demand  f 
What  better  Caufe,  than  when  your  Country  fees 
The  fly  Deftru&ion  at  her  Vitals  aim'd  ? 
For,  Oh  !  it  much  imports  you ;  'tis  your  All, 
To  keep  your  Trade  intire,  intire  the  Force, 
And  Honour  of  your  Fleets;  o'er  that  to  watch, 
Even  with  a  Hand  fevere,  and  jealous  Eye. 
In  Intercourfe  be  gentle,  generous,  jujf, 
By  Wifdom  polifod,  and  of  Manners  fair  j 
But  on  the  Sea  be  terrible,  untam'd, 

[E4]  Uncon- 
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Unconquerable  JIM  :  Let  none  efcape. 
Who  [ball  but  aim  to  touch  your  Glory  there. 
Is  there  the  Man  into  the  Lion's  Den 
Who  dares  intrude,  tofnatch  his  Young  away  ? 
And  is  a  Briton  feiz'd  ?  andfeiz'd  beneath 
The  numbering  Terrors  of  a  Britifh  Fleet  ? 
Then  ardent  rife  !  Oh,  great  in  Vengeance  rife ! 
Overturn  the  Proud ;  teach  Rapine  to  reftore  ; 
And  as  you  ride  fub lime ly  round  the  World \ 
Make  every  Veffel  Hoop,  make  every  State 
At  once  thar  Welfare,  and  their  Duty  know. 

Your  Majefly  is  not  to  wonder,  that  the 
Poet  in  the  Lines  laft  quoted,  talks  of  the 
"Dominion  of  the  Seas,  as  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  Britijb  Nation  ;  and  as  an  Inhe- 
ritance left  to  us  by  the  Valour  of  our  An- 
ceftors.  When  Rawleigh  and  Blake  com- 
manded  our  Fleets,  the  haughty  Spaniard 
trembled  at  the  Thunder  of  our  Cannon,  nor 
thought  his  Wealth  fufficiently  fecured,  even 
in  the  remoteft  Parts  of  his  Indies.  If  we 
may  believe  an  ancient  Hiftorian,  either  of 
the  Heroes  laft  mentioned  was  fupe- 
riour  to  your  Majefty's  Countryman,  the 
famous  Ly  fonder.  We  are  told,  the  Spartan 
Admiral  owed  his  Reputation,  rather  to  his 


to  Cleomenes.  57 

gobd  Fortune,  than  to  his  ConduEl  and  Cou- 
rage.  Lyfander  Lacedamonius  magnam  re- 
liquit  fui  famam,  magis  felicitate  quam  Vir- 
tute  part  am.    Nep. 

I  h  a  v  e  endeavoured  to  ftiew  from  fe- 
veral  Examples,  ancient  and  modern^  fbme 
of  which  I  have  taken  out  of  your  own  Fa- 
mily, that  my  exprefling  fome  Love  for  my 
Country^  was  not  fo  heinous  a  Crime  >  as  to 
deferve  that  your  Majefty,  upon  this  only 
Account^  lhould  tell  the  World  lam  aTtef- 
ferado,  prepared  to  execute  the  worft  Mif- 
chief  (or  in  other  Words  the  greateft  Villa- 
me s)  I  can  be  put  upon. 

I  proceed  to  your  next  Paragraph,  which 
runs  thus : 

4<  But  Mr.  Budgell  having  wonderfully 
"piqued  himfelf  upon  this  extraordinary 
"  Toemj  allow  me  room  for  only  one  Remark 
u  on  that  fineComplimentpaidinit  totheKing^ 
"  which  he  and  his  Friends  feem  to  look  upon 
"  as  the  Flower  of  the  Whole  >  andj  he  is 
"plea/ed  to  intimate  ^  are  Lines  the  great  eft 
lt  Trince  on  Earth  might  approve y  and  ought 
C  "to 
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u  to  reward:  Speaking  of  the  Battle  of  Ou- 
<c  denard,  he  fays "} 


"  O  Prince, 


"  There  waft  thou  feen  too  prodigal  of  Life, 
"  And  thy  rafh  Valour,  turn'd  the  doubtful  Strife. 

"  Vpon  which  I  wou'd  only  humbly  enquire^ 
"  Whether v,  if  what  Mr.  Budgbll  affirms 
a  be  Faff,  that  ViElory  was  not  owing  to  a 
"  Vice  : — The  reft  I  leave  to  the  ingenious 
"Mr.  Budgell  tofupply." 


I  could  have  wifhed  your  Majefty  had 
condefcended  to  have  mentioned  your  par- 
ticular Reafons  for  inferring  that  I  do  fo 
wonderfully  pique  my  felf  upon  this  extra- 
ordinary *Poem.  If  I  know  any  Thing  at  all 
of 'my  felf ]  I  never  yet  piqu'd  my  felf  upon 
any  Thing  in  'Poetry  y  or  ever  aimed  at  the 
Title  of  a  Toet.  I  confefs  when  I  was  very 
young,  I  did  dabble  a  little  in  Poetry  ;  but  I 
had  not  long  amufed  my  felf  in  that  plea- 
iing  Art,  when  I  accidentally  met  with  an 
Italian  Troverb,  which  made  fo  ftrong  an 
Impreffion  upon  me,  that  I  immediately 
feurnt  all  the  Verfes  I  had  wrote,  and  made  a 

firm 
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firm  Refolutiou  never  more  to  make  Poetry 
my  chief  Study.  The  Troverb  I  have  men*- 
tioned  was  to  this  Effect ; 

The  Man  who  can't  make  Two  Verfes  is 
a  Blockhead,  and  he  that  makes  Four  is  a 
Fool. 

The  Meaning  of  this  Saying  I  take  to  be 
this  :  That  Toetry  is  the  true  and  infallible 
Touchftone  of  human  JVit ;  of  which  no 
Man  mull  fancy  he  has  an  extraordinary 
Portion,  if  he  does  not  find  upon  Tryal, 
that  his  Genius  and  Invention  will  make  a 
tolerable  Figure  in  'Poetry :  But  at  the  fame 
Time,  no  fenfible  prudent  Man,  would  lay 
out  all  his  Capacity  upon  an  Art,  which  has 
fomething  in  it  too  apt  to  give  the  Mind  a 
Romantick  Turn,  and  a  Way  of  thinking 
which  is  not  adapted  to  the  common  Occur- 
rences of  Life ;  upon  an  Art,  in  which  it  is 
fo  very  difficult  to  arrive  at  Perfection^  and 
the  chief  Beauties  of  which  are  of  fo  deli- 
cate and  fate  a  Nature,  that  the  Generality 
of  Mankind  can  neither  relifh  nor  difcern 
them. 


Wh 
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Whatever   your  Majefty  has  been  in- 
formed, I  have  hitherto  troubled  the  World 
but  with  very  few  of  my  Verfes.     The  firft 
I  ever  printed  were  my  Epilogue  to  the  2)/- 
ftrefs'd  Mother  j  which  had  fuch  a  Recep- 
tion from  the  Indulgence  of  the  Publick,  as 
Nothing  of  the  fame  kind  ever  met  with  be- 
fore.     I  was,  however,  fo   far  from  abufing 
the  Good-nature  of   the  Town   upon   this 
Occafion,  or  liftening  to  the  Importunities  of 
fome  Perfons    who  profefs'd  themfelves  my 
Friends,  that  I  refolv'd  never  more  to  write 
any  Thing  of  that  Nature.    The  unexpected 
Succefs  I  had  met  with,  only  ferved  to  make 
me  double  my  Guards  againft  a  JVeaknefs 
which  I  fancied  my  felf  naturally  but  too 
much  inclined  to.     This  little  Toem,  upon 
which  your  Majefty  has  thought  proper  to 
be  fo  very  fatyrical,  is  I  believe  the  laji  I 
ihall  ever  write,  even  tho'  Providence  Ihould 
add  more  Years  to  my  Life  than  I  either 
expecT:  or  deiire.    I  was  prompted  to  do  what 
I  did  by  a  particular  Occafion,  and  fome  par- 
ticular Circumjiances  ;  yet  fince  the  Toem  is 
fuhlifaed,  fince  it  was  intended  to  celebrate 
the  Virtues  and  Accomplishments  of  one  of 

the 
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the  beji  and  greateji  of  Princes  ;  fince  I  ven- 
tured to  dedicate  it  to  a  Queen,  who  has  an 
Underjianding  vaftly  fuperiour  to  the  Gene- 
rality of  her  Sex,  and  is  in  particular  allow- 
ed to  be  a  good  Judge  of  polite  Learning ;  I 
muft  confefs,  that  upon  all  thefe  Accounts^ 
I  fliould  be  forry  to  think  there  were  any 
grofs  Abjurdities  in  the  Poem  it  felf ;  and  I 
ftiall  therefore  take  the  Liberty,  fairly  to  exa- 
mine the  Strength  of  your  Majefty's  Re- 
flexions upon  it. 

I  shall  very  frankly  own,  that  (as  your 
Majefty  oblerves)  my  Friends,  and  I 
do  think,  that  my  Compliment  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  is  the  belt  Part  of  my 
Poem ;  and  that  my  Fancy  was  a  little  fiYd 
by  the  Dignity  of  the  Subjedt  I  was  then 
upon.  You  fay,  that  I  intimate  thofe  are 
Lines  which  the  greateft  Prince  on  Earth 
might  approve j  and  ought  to  reward; 
whereas,  in  fad,  I  lay  nothing  more  in  my 
Letter  to  Mr.  Ttanvers,  but  that  he  and 
other  People  feemed  to  think  there  were 
lbme  Lines  in  the  Poem,  with  which  the 
greateft  Prince  upon  Earth  could  not  reafon- 
ably  be  difpleafed.     As  to  the  Article  of  Re- 

wardj 
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wardj  I  do  not  intimate  I  ever  expe&ed 
any;  and  I  do  affure  your  Majefty,  that  I 
never  propofed  to  get  one  Farthing  of  Mo- 
ney by  Writing  this  Poem,  nor  any  other 
Reward,  but  a  gracious  Smile,  either  from 
my  King  or  my  Gheen.  I  confefs,  I  am  of 
Opinion,  that  I  need  not  have  defpaired  of 
obtaining  the  only  Reward  I  aimed  at,  if  a 
great  deal  of  Cunning  and  Malice  had  not 
been  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  my  receiving  it. 

It  is  certain,  I  have  faid  in  my  Letter  to 
the  Craft fman,  that  I  did  not  expe£c  fuch  a 
Reward  for  my  Poem,  as  I  was  threa- 
tened with  by  Name,  and  in  Trint,  by  a 
certain  Querift,  a  Friend  of  your  Majefty's, 
who  took  fo  much  Care  to  be  as  good  as  his 
Word  in  this  Particular,  that  I  fhould  now  do 
him  the  higheft  Injuftice  if  I  affirmed^  That 
he  has  broke  every  Promife  he  ever  made 
me.  But  'tis  more  than  Time  to  examine 
the  Strength  of  your  Criticifm :  Your  Ma- 
jelly  is  pleafed  to  aflert,  that  "  Speaking  of 
a  the  Battle  of  Ondenard,  Mr.  Budge ll 
"  fays: 

— —  O 
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0  Prince j 


There  waft  thoufeen  too  prodigal  of  Lifey 

And  thy  rap  Valour  turn'd  the  doubtful  Strife. 

I  am  very  forry  I  am  obliged  to  tell  your 
Majefty,  that  Mr.  Budgell  does  not  fay 
xv hat  your  Majefty  affirms  he  does ;    or  in 
other  Words,  that  your  Majefty  has  afleited 
a  molt  flagrant  Falfhood.     You  are  pleafed 
in  the  above   Quotation,   for  Reafons  beft 
known  toyourfelf,  to  bring  Words  together ', 
which  are  twelve   Lines  diftant  from  each 
other  in  the  Poem,  and  then  to  ftrike  out  a 
Word  of  mine,  and  to  fubftitute  in  the  Place 
of  it  a  Word  of  your  own\  viz.  the  Parti< 
cle  and,  which,  I  muft  confefs,  where  your 
Majefty  hzsjiuck  it  in,  looks  like  as  filly  a 
Conjunction  Copulative  as  ever  I  faw  in  my 
Life ;  fo  that  in  quoting  but  two  Lines,  you 
have  endeavoured  to  impofe  two  Falfehoods 
upon  your  Readers :  And  I  muft  own,  that 
with  a  few  of  thefe  your  Majefty's  Emen- 
dations, I  am  convinced  my  Poem  would 
fully  anfwer  the  Character  you  are  pleafed 
to  give  of  it  in  your  next  Paragraph,  and 
might  very  juftly  be  called  a  Stupid  Piece. 

To 


#4 


A  Letter 


To  fliew  my  Readers  what  Mr.  Budgell 
really  does  fay  of  the  Battle  of  Oudenard,  and 
in  what  manner  the  Tranfition  is  made  to  that 
Battle,  from  a  Defcription  of  the  Horfe- 
Races  at  New-Market^  I  beg  leave  to  tran- 
fcabe  the  whole  Paflage :  Which  is  the  more 
neceffary,  becaufe  I  am  in  hopes  my  doing 
this,  will  not  only  Ihew  that  I  have  juftly 
charged  your  Majefty  with  making  a  dis- 
ingenuous Quotation,  but  that  it  will  alfb  be 
a  full  An  fixer  to  a  Criticifm  of  Mr.  R.  M's, 
upon  this  my  Defcription  of  the  Battle  of 
Oudenard, 

From  Granta  *  now,  with  the  declining  Day, 
Tothofefam*  detains  \  our  Monarch  bends  his  Way, 
Where  all  his  Strength  the  Britifli  CourferJbewsi 
Ambitious  of  the  Qrize  Great  George  befows. 
ho  !  at  the  Barrier  how  the  fiery  Steed, 
Champs  on  the  Bit,  impatient  to  be  freed: 
His  quivering  Ears  exprefs  hisjlrong  Defr^ 
From  his  wide  Nojirils  Clouds  of  Smoke  expire , 
With  reflefs  Feet  he  paws  the  trembling  Qlain, 
And f  niggling,  oft  attempts  to  fart  in  vain. 

At 


Cambridge.         f  New-Market. 
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At  length »,  the  Signal  giv'v,  injuji  Array, 
Through  gazing  Crouds  the  Rivals  take  their  Way  : 
At  their  full  Stretch  they  urge  the  rapid  Flight ; 
And  in  a  Moment  quit  thejhaining  Sight ; 
So  long,  fo  fmooth  their  Strokes ,  and yet  fo  fleet, 
Scarce  bends  the  tender  Turf  beneath  their  Feet. 
Almojl  they  prove  that  thefwift-footed  Kind 
Sprung^  as  old  Bards  *  have  fable 4, from  the  Wind. 
On  this  dijlinguijb'd  Day,  the  noble  Breed, 
Seem'd  to  exert  a  more  than  ufual  Speed  ', 
As  if  by  Injlintf  each  contending  Horfe, 
Knew  that  Britannia^  King  beheld  the  Courfe. 
And  yet)  O  Prince,  with  far  fuperior  Grace, 
Might  the  proud  Species  boajl  their  gen'rous  Race, 
Did  they  but  know  on  Oudenarda\s  ^lain, 
How  greatly  one  illuftrious  Steed  wasjlain ; 
Well  pleas }d  his  Life  in  Battle  to  rejign,     \Tbine* 
Qierc'd  with    the  fatal  Ball,   which  threaten' d 
On  that  important  Day,  well  known  to  Fame, 
And  made  immortal  by  thy  glorious  Name ; 

[  F  ]  When 

*Solinus,  Columella,  and  Varro,  affirm,  that  the  Mares 
in  Lufitama  were  impregnated  by  the  Wind, 

Ore  omnes  verfa  in  Zephyrum,  ftant  rupibus  altis, 
Exceptantque  leves  auras :  & J ape  fine  ullis 
Conjugiis,  vento  gravidas  (mirabile  diiiu ! ) 
Saxa  per  &  Scopulos  C53  depreJJ'as  convallcs 
Diffugiunt.  ■  '         ■     ■'  Vir£, 
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When,   like  a  Tempefl,  in  EuropaV  Right, 
Thy  martial  Genius  urgyd  Thee  to  the  Fight. 
Where'er  the  Fury  of  the  Battle  rag'd, 
Wherier  the  thickeft  of  her  Foes  engag'd, 
There  Wafi  Thoufecn,  too  prodigal  of  Life, 
While  thy  rafh  Valour  turn  a  the  doubtful  Strife. 
The  Gauls  retreating,  yet  ajbam'd  to  fee, 
The  Foftune  of  the  Day  o'er-ruVd  hy  thee, 
By  Thee  alone,  a  Jingle  youthful  Hand, 
BoiVd  with  f rep  Rage  ;  and  yet  afraid  tofland, 
'  Like  the  old  Parthians  fighting  as  they  fled, 
Ainld  all  the  War  at  thy  devoted  Head. 

Great  Julius  thus  on  Egypt's  dijlant  Coajl, 
Surrounded  by  a  whole  embattled  Hoff, 
Wag  d  for  a  while  a  bloody  defp'rate  Fight, 
Tet  he,  inferior  to  thy  daring  Might, 
Declined  at  length  the  too-advent'rous  Strife, 
When  plunging  in  the  Waves,  he  fav'd  his  Life. 

Whilfi  thus  in  Showers, which  darken  all  the  Sky, 
The  mijjive  Deaths  around  thy  Temples  fly  ; 
Clofe-fghting  by  thy  Side,  in  Arms  renown* d, 
The  valiant  *  Lufcky  falls,  andjlains  the  Ground. 

There 

*  His  prefentMajefty,  who  feiVd  as  iVoluntier  at  the 
Battle  of  Oudenard,  charged  Sword-in-hand  at  the  Head 
of  a  Squadron  of  Baku's  Dragoons:  His  ownHorfewas 
fhot  under  him,  and  Colonel  Lnfcky,  who  commanded 
the  Squadron,  kill'd,  as  he  was  fighting  bravely  by  him. 
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Inhere  hadjl  thou  too  refign'd  thy  f acred  Breathy 
Had  not  thy  Horfe  received  the  Leaden  Death  } 
Sinking  beneath  thy  manly  Limbs  the  Steed, 
His  Mafterfafe,  with  Triumph  feems  to  bleed  \ 
Whilft  thou  relying,  all  the  future  Day, 
On  thine  own  Arm,  thro'  Squadrons  mad'fl  thy  Way  j 
(Thy  Hand  uncumberd  with  the  ufelefs  Rein,) 
And  fought 'Ji  a  private  Soldier  on  the  ^Plain. 

My  Readers  I  prefume  muft  have  obfer- 
vcd,  from  the  foregoing  Lines,  that  I  have 
juftly  charged  your  Majefty  with  making  a 
very  difingenuous  Quotation.  I  fhall  now 
lay  before  them  the  Criticifm  of  Mr.  R.  M. 

I  have  already  obferv'd  in  my  Introduc- 
tion, that  this  Gentleman  is  an  humble  Imi- 
tator of  your  Majefty 's  Beauties ;  and  that 
his  whole  Pamphlet,  as  well  as  your  Ma- 
jefty's  Epiftle,  is  wrote  in  the  Dialed  ufed 
by  thofe  Ladies  who  have  the  Infpe&ion  of 
the  Britifb  Fijbery :  He  has  perhaps  like- 
wife  learnt  from  your  Majefty,  that  Nothing 
is  more  likely  to  cramp  a  rifing  Genius,  than 
meanly  to  confine  it  within  the  Bounds  of 
Truth.  After  having  fufficiently  maul'd 
poor  Mr.  *Danvers,  for  daring  to  aflert  there 
[F*]  was 


68  A  Letter; 

was  any  one  Thing  beautiful  or  mafleriy3 
either  in  my  dedication  to  the  Queen,  or 
any  Tart  of  my  Toem^  he  falls  upon  that 
Tart  of  it  which  I  have  quoted  in  the  fol- 
lowing Words. 

"  Bat  what  Mr.  Danvers  was  mofl  of  all 
a  pleafed  with,  was  his  incomparable  Tran- 
"  fition  from  New-Market  to  Oudenard.  Let 
u  us-  then  accompany  our  Bard  in  this  Flight ; 
u  and  when  he  terrifies  us  with  this  Battle, 
"  what  does  he  do?  Why,  like  Mr.  Bays, 
"  nothing  at  all :  I  fay  it  again,  nothing  at  all  \ 
"  for  he  only  compliments  a  Horfe.  His 
"  Majejiy  it  feemSj  was  prodigal  of  Life ; 
"  his  Valour  was  rafh,  and  all  that :  But, 
a  Egad,  the  Horfe  was  the  Heroe  of  the 
"  ToemP 

As  to  that  Tart  of  Mr.  R.  M's  Criti- 
cifm,  which  he  has  fiolen  from  your  Majefty, 
viz.  That  I  fay,  my  Sovereign  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  was  too  prodigal  of  Life „  and 
that  his  Valour  was  rafh  j  I  am  in  hopes, 
that  what  1  lhall  fay  immediately  to  your 
Majefty,  will  at  the  fame  Time  ferve  for  an 
Anfwer  to-  Mr.  R,  M.    But  as  to  the  other 

Tart 
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Tart  of  his  Criticiim  which  is  entirely  his 
own,  viz.  That  I  have  made  an  Horfe  the 
Heroe  of  my  Poem ;  If  he  does  not  think  the 
Lines  I  have  quoted  are  a  full  Anfwer  to 
it,  I  mull  intreat  him  to  allow  me  to  make 
that  Ufe  of  his  fhewing  me  my  Fault  s,  that  a 
wife  Man  ought  to  do,  (viz.)  Not  to  be 
guilty  a  fecond  Time  of  an  Error  of  the 
fame  kind.  Mr.  R.  M.  has  fallen  upon  me 
fo  unmercifully  for  complimenting  a  Horfe ^ 
that  I  dare  take  no  farther  Notice  of  what 
he  fays.  I  dare  not  give  fo  fair  an  Handle 
to  fome  future  Critick,  to  cenliire  me  with  a 
like  Severity,  for  paying  too  great  a  Compli- 
ment to  a  certain  Animal^  which,  thoiigh 
it  very  much  refembles,  yet  is  of  an  infe- 
rior Species  to  an  Horfe. 

I  ask  your  Majefty's  Pardon  for  making 
this  lhort  Excurfion,  that  I  might  juft  take 
notice  of  Mr.  R.  M's  Criticifm^  I  fhall  now 
confider  your  Majefty's. 

In  my  Defcription  of  the  Battle  of  Qude- 
nardy  where  the  King  of  Great  Britain  gave 
fuch  undoubted  Proofs  of  tiis  per  final  Courage  ^ 
I  addrefs  my  felf  to  my  Sovereign  in  the  follow- 
ing Lines.  [  F  5  ]  On 
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On  that  important  Day  well  known  to  Famey 
jind  made  immortal  by  thy  glorious  Name ; 
When,  like  a  Tempejl,  in  Europa'j  Rights 
<Thy  martial  Genius  urg'd  Thee  to  the  Fight  j 
Where'er  the  Fury  of  the  Battle  ragdy 
Where'er  the  thickejl  of  her  Foes  engag'd, 
There  wajl  Thou  feen,  too  prodigal  of  Life, 
While  thy  rap  Valour  turn'd  the  doubtful  Strife. 

Thefe  ^re  the  Lines  as  they  ftand  in  my 
Poem : 

"  Upon  which  (fays  your  Majefty)  I  would 
"  only  humbly  enquire ',  Whether,  if  what 
<c  Mr.  Budge  ll  affirms  be  fa£i,  that  Vi&ory 

u  was  not  owing  to  a  Vice. The  rejl  I 

"  leave  to  the  ingenious  Mr.  Budgell  to 
f  fttppb-'  -*n  Obedience  to  your  Majefty's 
Commands  I  will  therefore  endeavour  to  fup- 
ply  the  reft. 

Your  Majefty,  it  fcems,  is  of  Opinion,  that 
for  an  Hero  to  venture  his  Life  in  a  Battle 
more  than  xwflritt  Trudence  he  ought  to  do, 
or  in  other  Words,  to  Ihew  a  rafh  Valour •, 
is  a  Yice :  Your  Majefty  would  from  hence 

infer* 
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infer,  that  My  having  faid,  The  King  of 
Great  Britain  was  prodigal  of Life,  and  that 
his  Valour  was  rajb,  is  charging  that  Prince 
with  a  Vice,  and  writing  %  Satire  upon  hinj, 
inftead  of  a  Tanegyrick. 

I  hope  I  have  ftated  your  Majefty's  Cri- 
ticifm  in  its  full  Strength.  I  muft  confefs, 
that  in  this  Drefs  it  even  looks  a  little  fpe- 
cious :  But  let  us  examine  the  Force  of  it ; 
firft,  by  the  Rules  and  greateft  Examples  in 
Poetry  ;  and  afterwards,  by  Nature  it  felf, 
and  Matters  of  FaEl :  Becaufe  I  muft  own, 
that  I  think  no  Thought  or  ExpreJJion,  either 
proper  or  beautiful,  which  is  not  founded 
upon  Truth  and  Nature. 

Homer's  very  Definition  of 'Valour,  is, 
that  It  is  a  divine  Infpiration  ;  and  that 
fome  God  gets  Toffeffion  of  the  Man  for  the 
Time,  and  aBs  within  him.  The  fame  Poet 
declares  in  another  Place,  That  of  ad  the  Vir- 
tues, Fortitude,  or  Valour,  was  alone  in- 
fpired  with  divine  Salleysj  and  enthufiaflick 
Tranfports.  Plutarch  quotes  this  very  *Paf- 
fage  from  Homer ;  and  is  fo  much  pleafed 
with  it,  that  he  declares  immediately  after- 
[F  4]  wards. 
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wards,  that  Homer  underftood  perfectly  well 
the  Nature  and  "Properties  of  Valour  or  per- 
fonal  Courage.  Agreeable  to  this  Maxim  of 
Homer's,  we  find  the  Heroes  in  all  heroick 
Poems  reprefented  as  milling  upon  inevitable 
Death,  and  aiming  at  Things  not  only  above 
their  own  Strength,  but  above  the  Power  of 
any  Mortal  whatever :  Notwithftanding  this, 
they  are  fo  hurried  on,  and  precipitated  by 
that  Fervour  of  Spirits,  which  feizes  them 
in  the  Heat  of  a  Battle,  that  fome  God  is 
generally  introduced,  who,  either  by  Strata- 
gem ox  Force,  is  obliged  tofnatch  them  from 
that  Death  which  would  otherwife  be  the  un- 
avoidable Conference  of  their  ra/b  Valour. 

I  could  give  a  great  Number  of  Inftan- 
ces  of  what  I  am  faying  out  of  Homer,  Lu- 
can,  Statius,  Silius  It  aliens,  and  Taps  but 
becaufe  all  thefe  Poets,  though  they  are  cer- 
tainly great  Genius's,  have  been  charged 
with  fome  heroick  Rants,  I  jfhall  produce 
no  Inftance  out  of  any  of  the  Ancients,  but 
Virgil,  the  molt  corrett  Toet  that  ever  wrote, 
and  who  never  fuffer'd  the  Heat  of  his  Fancy 
to  get  the  better  of  his  Judgment. 


His 
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Virgil's  Hero,  Mneas,  has  been  even  ridi- 
culed by  Monfieur  St.  Evremont,  and  fome 
other  Criticks,  for  want  of  Courage,  and  for 
having  too  much  Trudence  and  Thlegm  ;  yet 
let  us  fee  how  this  very  Mneas  behaves,  when 
his  Enemies  are  in  View,  and  his  Sprits  are 
heated  in  Battle. 

The  firft  Time  we  have  any  Account  of 
him  in  Arms,  is  upon  that  fatal  Night  when 
Troy  was  deftroy'd:  The  Greeks  had  fe- 
cured  their  Point,  and  the  City  was  actually 
taken,  while  Mneas  was  yet  afleep : 

Tempus  erat,  quo  prima  quies  mortalibus  segris 
Incipit,  &  dono  Divum  gratiffima  ferpit. 
In  fomnis  ecce  ante  oculos  moeftiflimus  Hedtor 
Vifus  adeffe  mihi,  largofque  cffundere  fletus : 

'Twas  in  the  Dead  of  Night,  when  Sleep  npairs 
Our  Bodies  worn  with  Toils,  our  Minds  with  Cares, 
When  He&or'j  Ghofl  before  my  Sight  appears, 
A  bloody  Shrowd  hefeem'd,  and  battid  in  Tears* 

His 

*   That  I  may  give  fuch  of  my  Readers  as  do  not  un- 
derstand Latin,  fome  little  Notion  of  what  Virgil  fays,  I 

have 
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His  deceafed  Friend  Hettor  appears  to 
him  in  his  Sleep,  to  roufe  him  up ;  but  is 
far  from  advifing  him  to  make  any  Refinance  \ 
the  Cale  was  too  defperate  for  that :  On  the 
contrary,  HeBor  tells  him  that  Refifiance 
was  in  vain  >  and  therefore  exprefly  orders 
him  to  fly,  as  the  only  Way  now  left  to  pre- 
ferve  him/elf^  and  the  Reliques  of  Troy. 

Heu  Ifuge,  nate  dea,tequehis(ait)^r/p^  flammis. 
Hoitishabet  muros,  ruit  alto  a  culmine  Troja: 
Sat  Patriae  Priamoque  datum:  fi  Pergama  dextra 
Defendi  poffent,  etiam  hac  defenfa  fuiflent. 
Sacra,  fuofque  tibi  commendat  Troja  Penates  : 
Hos  cape  fatorum  comites : 


0 


have  added  Dry  den's  Tranjlation,  for  want  of  a  better:  I 
muft,  however,  in  Juftice  to  Virgil,  let  them  know,  that  it 
is  Mr.  jDryden,  and  not  Virgil,  who  fays  Heftor\  Ghoft 
feem'd  to  be  a  bloody  Shrowd.  My  Readers  who  un- 
derftand  the  Original,  will  obferve  feveral  notorious 
Funics  in  the  Tranflation  of  the  four  Lines  I  have  quoted 
out  of  Virgil.  Thofe  who  read  nothing  but  this  Tran- 
flation, may  well  think,  that  jT^  real  Ghoft  of  Heflor  ap- 
peared to  Mneas  while  he  lay  awake :  But  Virgil  with  a 
noble  Simplicity  makes  Mneas  fay,  In  my  Sleep  Heclor 
feem'd  to  Jland  by  me,  extreamly  dejefied,  and  weeping ; 
Not  a  Word  of  a  Ghoft,  or  a  bloody  Shrowd, 
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0  Goddefs'bom  !  efcape,  by  timely  Flight, 
The  Flame s,  and  Horrors  of  this  fatal  Night, 
The  Foes  already  have  poffefsyd  the  Wall^ 
Troy  nods  from  high,  and  totters  to  her  Fall. 
Enough  is  paid  to  Priam'.?  Royal  Name, 
More  than  enough  to  Duty  and  to  Fame. 
If  by  a  mortal  Hand  my  Father's  Throne 
CotCd  be  defended,  'twas  by  mine  alone  : 
Now  Troy  to  thee  commends  her  future  State, 
And  gives  her  Gods  Companions  of  thy  Fate. 

In  this  Cafe,  what  does  Mneas  do  ?  He  not 
only  determines  to  fight,  though  he  is  told 
All  Rejiftance  is  to  no  'Purpofe,  but  takes 
this  Refolution  in  defiance  of  a  Meifage  fent 
him  from  the  Gods  by  an  Hero,  who,  when 
living,  was  both  his  General  and  his  Friend. 
His  Courage  even  gets  the  better  of  his  Tiety  \ 
though  the  latter  upon  other  Occafions  is 
made  the  mod  fining  and  diftinguifhed  Part 
of  his  Character.  The  Enterprize  he  under- 
takes is  indeed  a  mad  one,  and  fully  juftifies 
what  he  himfelf  fays  of  it  in  cool  Blood. 


Arma 
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Arma  amens  capio,  nee  fat  rationis  in  armis  : 
Sed  glomeraremanumbello,  &concurrere  inarcem 
Gum  fociis  ardent  animi:  furor  iraque  mentem 
Precipitant,  pulchrumq;  mori  fuccurrit  in  Armis. 

With  Frenzy  feizd,  I  run  to  meet  th' Alarms  y 
Refolvd  on  Deaths  refolvdto  die  in  Arms. 
But  firft  togather  Friends ,  with  them  foppofey 
If  Fortune  favour* dy  and  repel  the  Foesy 
Spurr'd  by  my  Courage,  by  my  Country  firyd'y 
With  Senfe  of  Honour,  and  Revenge  infpir^d.  * 

His 


*  Dry  den  in  the  Translation  of  the  four  Lines  I  have 
quoted,  by  venturing  to  fay  more  than  Virgil  fays,  has  in 
fome  manner  contradicted  himfelf.  He  reprefents  JEneas 
in  his  fecond  Line  as  rcfolved  on  2)eath;  Resolved  to  die 
in  Arms ;  and  yet  in  the  two  next  Lines,  he  is  replied  to 
get  his  Friends  about  him,  and  with  their  Affiftance,  not 
only  to  Opyofe,  but,  if  Fortune  favoured,  to  Repel  the 
Grecians;  which  looks  prerty  much  like  his  Hoping  for 
Victory.  But  it  is  Mr.  Dry  den  that  fays  all  this:  Virgil 
fays  nothing  like  it.     cDrydcn?s  two  laft  Lines,  viz/ 

Spurred  by  my  Courage,  by  my  Country  firJd; 
With  fenfe  of  Honour,  and  Revenge  infpir'd. 

Exprefs  well  enough  what  Virgil  means  by  his 

'     ■        Furor  Iraque  mentem 
Precipitant ;  -  I 
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His  Speech  to  his  Companions,  is  not  the 
Oration  of  a  Leader  who  even  hopes  for 
any  Succefs. 


1    Juvenes,  fortiflima  fruftra 

Pe&ora,  fi  vobis  audentem  extrema  cupido  eft 
Cert  a  fequi :  quae  fit  rebus  fortuna,  videtis. 
Exceflere  omnes  adytis  arifque  relidtis 
Dii,  quibus  imperium  hoc  fleterat :  fuccurritis  urbi 
Incenfae :  moriamur,  &  in  media  arma  ruamus. 

Brave  Souls,  faid  I,  but  brave,  alas  !  in  vain  : 
Come,  finifh  what  our  cruel  Fates  ordain, 
Ton  fee  the  deffrate  State  of  our  Affairs  ; 
And  Heavens  protesting^  owers  are  deaf  to^Pray'rs, 
The  paffive  Gods,  behold  the  Greeks  defile 
Their  Temples,  and  abandon  to  the  Spoil 

Their 


I  am  no  Friend  to  Literal  Tranjlations :  Yet  I  think  a 
T  ranflator  ought  to  add  nothing  of  his  own,  but  what 
conduces  either  to  explain  or  ftrength en  that  Idea  or  Im- 
prejfion  which  the  Author  he  tranflates  is  endeavouring  to 
give  his  Readers.  To  do  fffr,  requires  the  utmoft  Judg- 
ment. Perhaps  it  is  even'  neceflary,  that  the  Tranjlator 
fhould  have  a  Genius  not  much  inferior  to  th»  Author 
he  is  tranflating. 
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Their  own  Abodes  :  wey  feeble  Few,  confpire 
Tofave  a  Jinking  Town  invoh'd  in  Fire. 
Then  let  its  fall  ^  but  fall  amidjl  our  Foes  : 

A  little  after  he  defcribes  his  Tallying 
out  with  his  brave  Countrymen  (whom  your 
Majefty  may  poflibly  call  T>eJperadoes)  in 
thefe  Words; 


• Per  tela,  per  hoftes, 

Vadimus  haud  dubiam  in  mortem. 

So  ruflod  we  forth  at.  once,  refolv'd  to  die, 
Refofo'd  in  Death  the  lajl  Est  reams  to  try. 

When  at  the  Head  of  a  few  gallant  Men,  he 
had  flung  himfelf  into  the  Midft  of  his  vie- 
torious  Enemies,  and  made  a  prodigious 
Slaughter  of  the  Grecians,  he  might  very 
juftly  make  the  following  Exclamation: 

Iliaci  cineres  !    &  flamma  extrema  meorum, 
Teftor,  in  occafu  veltro,  nee  tela,   nee  ullas 
Vitaviffe  vices  Danaum;  &,  fi  fata  fuiffent 
Ut  caderem,  meruifle  mamy     ■   ■ 


n 
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Te  Trojan  Flames  !  your  Teflhnony  beary 
What  I  perform9 dy  and  what  Ifuffer'd  there  : 
No  Sword  avoiding  in  the  fatal  Strife, 
Expos9 d  to  Death,  and  prodigal  of  Life. 

Here  is  the  very  Exprejfion  I  have  made 
made  ufe  of,  and  which  your  Majefty,  and 

Mr.  R.  M.    are  fo   much    offended   at. 

Trodigal  of  Life :  —  I  borrowed  it  from 
'Dryden-y  and  fince  'tis  not  originally  my 
own,  I  fliall  make  no  Scruple  to  affirm,  that 
'tis  a  jujfy  a  beaut ifuly  and  a  poetical  Ex- 
prejfion. It  reprefents  in  an  elegant  and  a 
true  Manner  the  Behavicur  of  JEneas  in  this 
Place. 

I  humbly  truft  my  whole  Life  has  fhewn, 
that  I  have  a  profound  and  fincere  Refped 
for  my  legal  Sovereign,  and  his  illuftrious 
Family  :  I  hope  I  have  a  juft  Senfe  of  his 
many  great  and  royalVirtues  ;  Notwithflan- 
ding  all  which,  I  cannot  poifibly  be  of  Opi- 
nion, that  it  is  any  manner  of  T)ifgrace  to 
him,  to  have  his  Behaviour  in  Battle  repre- 
fented  to  be  like  that  of  Virgil's  HerOj  the 
Founder  of  the  Roman  EmpirCy    and  the 

'Prince 
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Trince  whom  Auguftus  Cafar  was  infinitely 
pleafed  to  be  told  he  refembled. 

iENEAs  at  laft  fees  the  Palace  of  Triam 
taken,  and  the  King  himfelf  killed,  while 
all  his  own  Companions  were  either  flain,  or 
had  left  him. 

Refpicio,  &  quae  fit  me  circum  copia,  luftro. 
Deferuere  omnes  defefli,  &  corpora  faltu 
Ad  terram  mifere,  aut  ignibus  aegra  dedere. 

I  look'd  about)  but  found  my  f elf  alone  : 
Deferted  at  my  Needy  my  Friends  were  gone  ; 
Somefpent  with  Toilyfome  with  Defpair  opprefs'd, 
Leap'd  headlong  from  the  Heights  ;    the  Flames 
confum'd  the  reft. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  heftillpur- 
fues  his  defperate  Enterprise^  and  is  deaf 
to  every  Thing  but  Fury  and  Refentment. 
His  Mother  her  felf  is  at  laft  obliged  to 
defcend  from  Heaven,  to  lay  her  ablblute 
Commands  upon  him  to  defift,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  preferve  his  Father ■,  his  Wifey  and 
his  only  Son  \  who  fhe  affures  him  are  in  the 


Danger. 


One 
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One  would  imagine  This  fliould  be 
enough  to  cool  the  raflj  Valour  of  JEneas^ 
and  make  a  Jingle  Man  no  longer  think  of 
oppofing  himielf  againfl:  fo  many  Thoufands 
of  his  Enemies ;  and  yet  Venus  is  plainly 
apprehenfive,  that  all  her  Arguments,  back'd 
with  her  maternal  Authority,  would  not  be 
fufficient  to  make  an  Hero  forbear  attacking 
his  Enemies,  when  he  was  once  heated  in 
Battle,  and  fighting  to  revenge,  though  not 
to  fave  his  Country.  She  therefore  thinks 
her  felf  obliged  to  let  him  fee  with  his 
own  Eyes,  that  he  is  not  only  contending 
with  Men,  but  againfl:  Fate,  and  the  Gods. 
This,  and  only  this,  in  Virgil's  Opinion,  was 
fufficient  to  make  his  Hero  quit  the  Field* 

Talia  ja&abam,  &  furiata  mente  ferebar  : 
Cum  mihi  fe,  non  ante  oculis  tarn  clara,  videndam 
Obtulit,  &  pura  per  no&em  in  luce  refulfit 
Alma  parens,  confeffa  Deam ;  qualifque  videri 
Coelicolis  &  quanta  foiet ;  dextraque  prehenfum 
Continuit,  rofeoque  haec  infuper  addidit  ore  : 
Nate,  quis  indomitas  tantus  dolor  excitat  iras  ? 
Quid  furis  ?  aut  quonam  noftri  tibi  cura  receffit  ? 
[G]  No« 
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Non  prius  afpicies,  ubi  feffum  actate  parcntem 
Liqueris  Anchifen?  fuperet  conjuxne  Creufa, 
Afcaniufque  puer?  quosomnes  undique  Graiae 
Circum  errant  acies :  &  ni  mea  cura  reftitat, 
Jam  flammae  tulerint,  inimicus  &  hauferit  enfis* 
Non  tibi  Tyndaridis  facies  invifa  Lacaenae, 
Culpatufve  Paris ;  verum  inclemcntia  Divum 
Has  evertit  opes,  fternitque  a  culmine  Trojam. 
Afpice :  namqueomnem,  quae  nunc  obducta  tuenti 
Mortales  hebetat  vifus  tibi,  &  humida  circum 
Caligat,  nubem  eripiam :  tu  ne  qua  parentis 
Juffa  time,  neu  praeceptis  parere  recufa. 
Hie  ubi  disjeftas  moles,  avulfaque  faxis 
Saxa  vides,mixtoqueundantem  pulvere  fumumj 
Neptunus  muros,  magnoque  emota  tridenti 
Fundamenta  quatit,  totamque  a  fedibus  urbem 
Eruit.  Hie  Juno  Scaeas  faeviflima  portas 
Prima  tenet,  fociumque  furens  a  navibus  agmen 

Ferro  accin&a  vocat. 

Jam  fummas  arces  Tritonia,  refpice,  Pallas 
Infedit,  nimbo  efFulgens  &  Gorgone  feva. 
Ipfe  Pater  Danais  animos  virefque  fecundas 
Sufficit :  ipfe  Deos  in  Dardana  fufcitat  arma. 
Eripey  fiate,  fiigam,  finemque  impone  labori. 
Nufquam  abero,  &  tutum  patrio  te  limine  fiftam. 
Dixerat,  &  fpiffis  no&is  fe  condidit  umbris. 

Apparent 
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Apparent  dirae  fades,  inimicaque  Trojffl 
Numina  magna  Deum.  — ■ — - 

Thus  while  I  rave,  a  Gleam  ofpleajing  Light 
Spread  o'er  the  Qlaoe,  andfhining  heav'nly  bright. 
My  Mother  flood  reveal*  d  before  ray  Sight* 
Never  fo  radiant  did  her  Eyes  appear  ; 
Not  her  own  Star  confefs'd  a  Light  fo  clear. 
Great  in  her  Charms,  as  when  on  Gods  above 
She  looks )  and  breathes  her  f elf  into  their  Love. 
She  held  my  Hand,  the  deflin'd  Blow  to  break  : 
2" 'hen  from  her  rofy  Lips  began  tofpeak. 
My  Son,  from  whence  this  Madnefs,  this  Negleti 
Of  my  Commands,  and  thofe  whom  IprotecJ  ? 
Why  this  unmanly  Rage  ?  Recal  to  mind 
Whom  you  forfakey  what  <P ledges  leave  behind. 
Look  if  your  helplefs  Father  yetfurvive  ; 
Or  if  Afcanius,  or  Creufa  live. 
Around  your  Houfe  the  greedy  Grecians  err  ; 
And  thefe  had  perijh'd  in  the  nightly  War, 
But  for  my  Qrefence,  and  proteSfing  Care. 
Not  Helena  Face,  nor  Paris  was  in  Faulty 
But  by  the  Gods,  was  this  Deftrufiion  broughU 
Now  cafl  your  Eyes  around,  while  I  diffblve 
The  Mift  and  Films  that  mortal  Eyes  involve  .• 

[G2]  <Pur& 
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(purge  from  your  Sight  theDrofsy  and  make  you  fee 
The  Shape  of  each  avenging  Deity. 
Enlighten' d  thus  y  my  juji  Commands  fulfil^ 
Nor  fear  Obedience  to  your  Mother's  Wilh 
Where  yon  diforder'd  heap  of  Ruin  liesy 
Stones  rent  from  Stones  y  where  Clouds  ofDufl  arifey 
Amid  that  Smother  Neptune  holds  his  Qlace : 
Below  the  Wall's  Foundation  drives  his  Macey 
And  heaves  the  Buildings  from  thefolid  Bafe. 
Look  where  in  Armsy  imperial  Juno  Jlandsy 
Full  in  the  Scaean  Gate,  with  loud  Commands  7 
Urging  on  Shore  the  tardy  Graecian  Bands. 
See  Pallas,  ofherfnaky  Buckler  proud, 
Bejlrides  the  Tozv'r  refulgent  through  the  Cloud. 
See  Jove  new  Courage  to  the  Foefuppliesy 
And  Arms  againft  the  Town  the  partial  Deities. 
Hafte  hence,  my  Son  y  this  fruitlefs  Labour  end  : 
Hafte  where  your  trembling  Spoufey  and  Sire 

attend  : 
Hafte  y  and  a  Mother's  Cane  your  ^Taj/age  pall  j 

befriend.  J 

She  J aid:  And  fwiftly  vaniftid  from  my  Sight y 
Obfcurs  in  Clouds  and  gloomy  Shades  of  Night. 


\ 
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I  look* d,  lUften'd'i  dreadful  Sounds  I  hear  ^ 
And  the  dire  Forms  ofhoftile  Gods  appear.  ? 


*  I  fhall  take  no  Notice  of  the  many  mean  Expref. 
fions  in  Mr.  Dryden's  Tranflation  of  this  Paflage;  but 
it  is  impofiiblc  to  read  the  two  laft  Lines  I  have  quoted 
from  him,  without  remembering  what  our  Countryman 
the  incomparable  Hudibras  fays  ofVerfes. 

And  one  for  Senfe,  and  one  for  Rhyme; 
/  thinJC  s  fuffic'tent  at  a  "time* 

Virgil,  with  a  noble  Majefly,  and  in  the  Trefent  Tenfe, 
fliews  the  Effect  of  what  the  Deity  had  faid,  the  very 
Moment  fhe  difappears :  He  fufTers  no  trifling  Circum- 
ftances  to  intervene  and  ftrike  his  Readers. 

Dixerat,  &fpijfis  noclis  fe  condidit  umbris. 
Apparent  dir a  fades,  inimicaque  Troj<e 
rlumina  magna  Deum. 

She  fpoke,  and  vani/hed:  The  dreadful  Scene  opens;  The 
Deities,  Enemies  to  Troy,  become  vifible* 

There  is  fomething  in  thefe  Verfes  of  Virgil's,  which 
a  little  refembles  that  PafTage  in  Mofes,  juftly  admired  by 
Longinus  and  others.  And  God  fat d,  Let  there  be  Light, 
end  there  was  Light:  They  likewife  pretty  well  anfwer 
that  Part  of  Cafar  Vanin'is  celebrated  Definition  of  the 
Deity,  where  Vanini  fays,  His  Will  is  his  Power,  and 
the  exerting  his  Power,  doth  not  differ  from  his  WlLL. 
After  this  Obfervation,  how  exceflively  Mean  and  Chih 
dijh  does  the  following  Verfe  appear,  with  which  Mr. 
Dryden  has  embellifh'd  his  Tranflation,  but  of  which 
there  is  not  one  Word  to  be  found  in  Virgil 

I  looJCd,  I  Uflend,  dreadful  Sounds  I  hear  ; 

I  have 

[G  3]  jEneas 
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jEneas  thought  fit  to  yield  to  the  Gods  \ 
yet  even  this  is  more  than  'Diornedes  does  in 
Homer.  That  Hero,  in  the  Heat  of  an  En- 
gagement, a&ually  wounds  two  Deities,  one 
of  whom  was  Mars  himfelf,  the  very  God 
pf  War.    I  am  fenfible,   that   in    quoting 

Homer 


I  have  often  thought,  that  the  World  has  been  a 
great  deal  too  kind  to  mod  of  our  Tranflators.  The 
Ground  they  work  upon  is  indeed  mod  commonly  fo  very 
rich,  that  'tis  impoffible  they  fhould  entirely  deface  the 
Beauty  of  it;  but  if  fome  "Tranjlations,  to  which  the 
Publick  has  been  extreamly  indulgent,  were  but  brought 
ne ar,  and  compared  with  their  Originals,  People  would  be 
amazed  to  fee  how  many  real  Beauties  the  Tranjlator 
h*s  dropped,  and  what  Stuff  of  his  own  he  hasfubftituted 
in  their  Place.  Even  thofe  unhappy  Readers,  who  do 
liotunderftand  theOriginals,  might  foon  be  convinced  how 
very  faint  a  Notion  has  been  given  them  from  Tranfla- 
tions,  of  the  Stile  and  Excellencies  of  ancient  Writers. 
But  though  my  Indignation  is  a  little  raifed,  to  fee  the 
Prince  of  Poets  fo  ihamefully  murdered,  I  would  not  be 
thought  to  condemn  Mr.  Dryden,  and  his  Works  in  ge- 
neral :  Some  of  his  Compofitions  are  an  Homur  to  our 
Language,  and  our  Country.  In  his  Ode  upon  St.  Ceci- 
lia'z  Day,  there  is  perhaps  as  much  of  the  true  Spirit  of 
Poetry,  and  the  Numbers  are  as  artfully  varied,  as  in  any 
Piece  that  can  be  produced  in  any  Language.  Virgil  was 
the  mod  improper  Author  of  all  the  ancient  Poets  that 
Mr.  Dry  den  could  have  undertaken  to  tranilate.  Virgil 
throughout  the  whole  Mneis  has  great  Majefly  in  his£jr- 
prejjion;  a  wonderful  Strength,  Decency,  and  Corred- 
nefs  in  his  manner  of  Thinking,  and  is  extreamly  frugal 
ef  bis  Words ;  but  Mr.  Dryden**  Excellency  does  not  lye 
in  any  of  tbefe  Particulars. 
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Homer y  I  ftiould  break  the  Promife  I  lately 
made,  if  Virgil  had  not  thought  even  this 
A&ion,  fo  far  from  being  improbable  in  an 
Hero,  heated  in  Battle,  that  he  has  made 
'Diomedes  himfelf  mention  it  in  the  Ele- 
venth  JEneid. 

Nunc  etiam  horribili  vifu  portenta  fequuntur, 
Et  focii  amiffi  petierunt  aethera  pennis, 
Fluminibufque  vagantur  aves  (heu  dira  meorum 
Supplicia !)  &  fcopulos  lacrymofis  vocibus  im-* 

plent : 
Haec  adeo  ex  illo  mihi  jam  fperanda  fuerunt 
Tempore ;  cum  ferro  coeleftia  corpora  demens 
Appetii,  &  Veneris  violavi  vulnere  dextram. 


In  the  Sky 


Transformed  to  Birds ,  my  loft  Companions  fly  ; 
Hov'ring  about  the  Coajts  they  make  their  Moan, 
And  cuff  the  Cliffs,  *  witbQinions  not  their  own. 
[  G  4  ]  What 

*  And  cuff  the  Cliffy  with  Pinions  not  their  own. 

I  fhall  but  juft  hint  at  the  mean  ExpreJJion  of  cuffing  the 
Cliffs;  though  a  little  Critick  w6uld  perhaps  introduce  a 
boxing  Match  between  a  Cliff  and  a  More-Hen,  and  bt 
ftrangely  Witty  upon  this  Oceafion.    The  Exprejjfion^ 

Pinion  i 
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What  fqualid  Spectres )  in  the  dead  of  Nighty 
Break  my  fhort  Sleeps  and  skim  before  my  Sight ! 
I  might  have  promts' d  to  my  felfthofe  Harms , 
Mad  as  I  was j  when  I  with  mortal  Arms, 
tyrefumd  againjt  immortal  Pow'rs  to  move  ; 
And  violate  with  Wounds  the  Queen  of  Love. 

In  the  Tenth  JEneid,  we  find  Laufus  a 
meer  Youth  engaging  with  JEneas,  who, 
though  an  Enemy,  could  not  forbear  crying 
out  to  him,  not  to  attempt  what  was  above 
his  Strength. 

Sic 


"Pinions  not  their  own,  in  the  latter  Part  of  this  Verfe, 
may  be  juftified  from  feveral  Inftances  out  of  the  Claf- 
ficks;  and  is  eaiily  uuderftood  at  firft  Sight,  by  thofe 
who  are  converfant  in  them:  But  I  cannot  omit  this 
Occafion  of  faying,  That  I  take  Perfpicuity  to  be  one  of 
ihe  greateft  Beauties  in  Writing.  Perfpicuity  upon  all 
delicate  Subjects,  is  the  fureft  Sign  of  a  ftrong  Judg- 
ment, and  a  clear  Head.  The  chief  End  of  Transla- 
tions ought  to  be  to  let  thofe  Perfons  into  the  Meaning, 
Spirit,  and  Way  of  Thinking  of  the  Ancients,  who  are 
not  able  to  read  them  in  the  Languages  they  wjrote. 
Dryden,  though  he  took  a  houndlefs  Liberty  in  Tranfla- 
ting  Virgily  yet  in  numberlefs  Inftances,  has  left  the 
Meaning  of  that  great  Poet  ten  Times  more  obfcured, 
than  it  is  in  the  Original :  But  I  have  done  with  the  un- 
grateful Bufinefs  of  finding  Faults.  I  had  much  rather 
commend  thzn  cenfure;  more  efpecially  the  Writings  of  a 
Gentleman,  who, as  I  have  already  obferved,  had  a  large 
Portion  of  the  Spirit  of  Poetry,  and  has  given  undenia- 
ble Proofs,  in  feveral  of  his  Plays  and  'Poems,  that  he- 
k ad  a  fine,  and  an  happy  Genius. 
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Sic  obrutus  undique  telis 


./Eneas,  nubem  belli,  dum  detonet,  omnem 
Suflinet :  &  Laufum  increpitat,  Laufoque  mi- 

natur : 
Quo,  moriture,  ruis  ?  majoracjue  viribus  audes  ? 

./Eneas  thus  overwhelmed  on  every  Side, 
The  Storm  of  Darts ,  undaunted  did  abide  ; 
And  thus  to  Laufus  loud  with  friendly  Threat- 

ning  cry9d. 

Why  wilt  thou  rujh  to  Certain  Death,  and  rage 
In  rafli  Attempts  beyond  thy  tender  Age  ? 

His  Succefs  is  anfwerable  to  the  Rafhnefs 
of  his  Undertaking:  Laufus  is  flain  by Mneas^ 
yet  VtrgilmReadof  blaming  the  young  Hero 
for  his  rajh  Attempt^  cannot  forbear  crying 
out,  before  he  enters  upon  the  Defcriptipn 
of  it, 

Hie,  mortis  durae  cafum,  tuaque  optima  facta, 
Si  qua  fidem  tanto  eft  operi  latura  vetuftas, 
Non  cquidem,  nee  te,  juvenis  memorande,  filebo. 

And  here,  Heroick  Youth,  'tis  here  I  muft 
To  thy  immortal  Memory  bejiifl ; 

And 
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And  jing  an  Aft  fo  Noble,  and  fo  new, 
tyofterity  will  fear ce  believe  %tis  true. 

This  Exclamation  of  the  Poet's  is  by  much 
the  more  remarkable  >  as  we  find  him  bellow- 
ing his  Encomiums,  and  fpeaking  in  his  own 
Perfon  but  very  rarely  throughout  the  whole 
./Eneis.  There  is  but  one  other  Place  where 
he  fpeaks  in  this  Manner,  which  at  prefent 
occurs  to  my  Memory ;  and  even  there  too 
he  celebrates  an  A&ion  which  was  rafh  with 
a  Witnefs.  It  is  where  Nifusj  Jingle  and 
alone,  flings  himfelf  into  the  Midft  of  a  whole 
Troop  of  RutilianSj  to  revenge  the  Death  of 
his  Friend  Euryalus.  The  Event  is  anfwer- 
able  to  the  Rajhnefs  of  the  Attempt.  It  is 
true  that  Nijks  had  the  Satisfa&ion  to  kill 
the  Man  by  whom  his  Friend  was  murder 'd'j 
but  then  he  is  immediately  afterwards  (lain 
himfelf. 

At  Nifus  ruit  in  medios,  folumque  per  omnes 
Volfcentem  petit,  in  folo  Volfcente  moratur : 
Quern  circum  glomerati  hoftes  hinc  cominus  at- 

que  hinc 
Proturbant :  inilat  non  fegnius,  ac  rotat  enfem 

Fulmi-  ■ 
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Fulmineum :  donee  Rutuli  clamantis  in  ore 
Condidit  adverfo,    &  moriens  animam  abftulit 

hofti. 
Turn  fuper  exanimem  fefe  projecit  amicum 
Confofius,  placidaque  ibi  demum  morte  quievit 
Fortunati  ambo  !  fi  quid  mea  carmina  poJJunty 
Nulla  dies  unquam  memori  vos  eximet  <evo  : 
Dum  domus  jEneae  Capitolx  immobile  faxum 
Accolet,  imperiumque  pater  Romanus  habebit. 

Defpairy  and  Rage ,  and  Vengeance  jufllyvow'dj 
Drove  Nifus  headlong  on  the  hofiile  Crowd  : 
Volfcensjfoyewb;  on  him  alone  he  bends  ; 
Bom  back)  and  bor'd,  by  his  furrounding  Friends y 
Onward  he  prefs  'd  :  And  kept  himjiill  in  Sight  y 
Then  whirl' d  aloft  his  Swordy  with  all  his  Might' 
Th' unerring  Steel  defcended  while  he  fpoke\ 
Qierc'd  his  wide  Mouthy   and  thro'  his  Weazen 

broke  : 
Dying  he  (lew  \  andjiagg'ring  on  the  <?/#///, 
With  fwimming  Eyes  he  fought  his  Lover  Jlain  : 
then  qmet  on  his  bleeding  Bofom  fell ; 
Content  in  Deathy  to  be  reveng'd  fo  well. 
O  happy  Friends!  for  if  my  Verfe  can  give 
Immortal  Life,  your  Fame  lhall  ever  live  : 

Fix'd 
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Ftx'd  as  the  Capitol's  Foundation  lies ; 

And  fare  ad  where'er  the  Roman  Eagle  flies  ! 

I  fhall  produce  one  more  Inftance  from  the 
moft  correSi  of  Poets,  to  juftify  what  I  have 
wrote. 

While  JEneas  was  abfent  from  his  Army, 
and  endeavouring  to  procure  Affiftance  from 
Evander>  Turnus,  inftigated  by  Juno,  at- 
tacks the  Trojan  Camp.  On  this  Occafion, 
Afcanius^  though  but  a  Boy,  rufhes  into  the 
Battle,  and  kills  Numanus,  one  of  the  moft 
forward  and  daring  of  all  the  Rutilians* 

Turn  primum  bello  celerem  intendifie  fagittam 
Dicitur,  ante  feras  folitus  terrere  fugaces, 
Afcanius :  fortemque  manu  fudiffe  Numanum, 
Cui  Remulo  cognomen  erat ;  Turnique  minorem 
Germanam  nuper  thalamo  fociatus  habebat. 

Then  young  Afcanius,  who  before  this  Day 

Was  wont  in  Woods  to  Jhoot  the  favage  ^Preyy 

Firjl  bent  in  Martial  Strife  the  twanging  Bowy 

And  exercis'd  againft  a  human  Foe. 

With  this  bereft  Numanus  of  his  Lifer 

Who  Turnus*  younger  Sifter  took  to  Wife. 

Afolk 


to  Cleomenes.  93 

Apollo  obferving  the  Rajbnefs  of  the  Boyy 
and  the  eminent  "Dangers  to  which  he  expo- 
fed  himfelf,  immediately  defcends  from  Hea- 
ven, and  lays  his  abfolute  Commands  upon 
him  to  retire  out  of  the  Battle. 

— , Forma  turn  vertitur  oris 

Antiquum  in  Buten.  Hie  Dardanio  Anchifas 
Armiger  ante  fuit,  fidufquc  ad  limina  Cuftos  : 
Turn   Comitem  Afcanio   pater    addidit.      Ibat 

Apollo 
Omnia  longs vo  fimil  is,  vocemque,  coloremque; 
Et  crines  albos,  &  faeva  fonoribus  arma : 
Atque  his  ardentem  di&is  affatur  Iulum  : 
Sit  fatis,  jEneide,  telis  impune  Numanum 
OppetiifTc  tuis:  primam  hanc  tibi  magnus  Apollo 
Concedit  laudem,  &  paribus  non  invidet  armis. 
Caetera  parce,  puer,  bello.    Sic  orfus  Apollo, 
Mortales  medio  afpectus  fermone  reliquit, 
Et  procul  in  tenuem  ex  oculis  evanuit  auram. 
Agnovere  Deum  proceres  divinaque  tela 
Dardanidse,  pharetramque  fuga  fenfere  fonantem 
Ergo  avidum  pugnae,  di&is  ac  numinc  Phoebi, 

Afcanium  prohibeat,  ■ 

Old 


P4         A  Letter 

Old  Butes'  Form  he  took,  Anchifes*  Squire, 
Now  left  to  rule  Afcanius,  by  his  Sire  : 
His  wrinkled  Vifage,  and  his  hoary  Hairs, 
His  Mein^  his  Habit,  and  his  Arms  he  wears  f 
And  thus  falutes  the  Boy,  too  forward  for  his\ 

Tears  : 

Suffice  it  thee,  thy  Father's  Worthy  Son, 
The  warlike  Prize  thou  haft  already  won  : 
The  God  of  Archers  gives  thy  Touth  a  Part 
Of  his  own  Praife  }  nor  envies  equal  Art. 
Now  tempt  the  War  no  more.    He  f aid,  and  flew 
Obfcure  in  Air,  and  vanijV  d  from  their  View. 
The  Trojans,  by  his  Arms,  their  Patron  know ; 
And  hear  the  Twanging  of  his  Heavenly  Bow. 
Then  duteous  Force  they  ufe  \  and  Phoebus*  Name 
To  keep  from  Fights,  the  Touth  too  fond  of  Fame. 

It  is  evident  from  this  Paffage,  that  Virgil 
imagined  he  could  no  Way  {6  well  fhew  that 
Afianius  was  a  Son  worthy  of  his  great  Fa- 
ther,  as  by  afcribing  to  him  that  Rafhnefs 
which  feems  to  be  the  very  Charafterijiick  of 
an  Hero.  We  fee  that  even  the  Commands 
of  Apollo  were  not  fufficiem  to  make  him  re- 
J  tire, 
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tire,  but  that  the  Trojan  Generals  were  obli- 
ged to  force  him  out  of  the  Field. 

My  laft  Inftance  fhall  be  from  a  Modern 
Writer  {viz.)  from  the  late  Mr,  Addifon^  all 
of  whole  Compofitions,  after  he  returned 
from  his  Travels,  and  was  pall  thirty,  are, 
perhaps,  as  correct  and  judicious  as  any  Au- 
thor's, except  Virgil's. 

Mr.  Add  1  son,  in  his  Defcription  of  the 
Battle  of  Schellenberg,  and  in  the  Height  of 
that  A£Uon,  addreffes  himfelf  to  the  Hero  of 
his  Poem,  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough ^ 
and  nobly  upbraids  him  with  being  too  rajh, 
and  not  taking  a  fuffcient  Care  of  that  Life 
on  which  lb  much  depended. 

Forbear ',  great  Man,  renown9 din  Arms,  forbear 

To  brave  the  thickeft  Terrors  of  the  War, 

Nor  hazard  thus,  confus'd  in  Crouds  of  Foes, 

Britannia^  Safety ,  and  the  World's  Repofe ; 

Let  Nations,  anxious  for  thy  Life,  abate 

This  Scorn  of  Danger,  and  Contempt  of  Fate* 

Thou  liv'fl  not  for  thy  f elf . 

Addison's  Campaign* 

'Ti* 
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'Tis  probable,  that  Mr.  Addifon,  when  he 
wrote  thefe  Lines,  had  Lucan  in  his  Eye ; 
who  in  his  Defcription  of  the  Battle  of  Thar- 
falia,  calls  out  to  Brutus  y  not  to  rujh  upon  the 
Swords  of  his  Enemies ;  but  to  preferve 
his  Life  for  the  good  of  his  Country. 

I  could  eafily  ftiew  the  poetical  Beauties 
in  the  feveral  Paffages  which  I  have  quoted. 
I  fhall  rather  chufe  to  ftiew,  that  they  have 
their  Foundation  in  Nature,  and  are  really 
agreeable  to  what  has  been  the  Behaviour  of 
the  greateft  Heroes,  and  greateft  Generals  in 
a  T>ay  of  Battle. 

Alexander's  paffing  the  Granicus,  con- 
trary to  the  Advice  of  Tartnenio,  with  but 
thirteen  Troops  of  Horfe,  while  the  Enemies 
were  Matters  of  the  other  fide  of  the  River, 
and  fhower'd  down  an  infinite  Number  of 
Darts  upon  him;  is  reprefented  by  lome 
Authors,  not  only  as  a  piece  of  Raflmefey  but 
even  Madnefs :  What  made  it  the  more  Rajh 
was,  his  being  diftinguifhed  by  his  Buckler, 
and  a  large  Plume  of  white  Feathers  on  his 
Helmet.  He  was  accordingly  no  looner  got 
J  over, 
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over,  than  he  ,was  attacked  on  all  Sides  ;  and 
Rhe faces  and  Spthridates,  two  refolute 
Men,  falling  upon  him  at  once,  he  had  cer- 
tainly been  killed  by  the  latter,  if  that  gal- 
lant Commander  had  not  been  flawi  himfelf 
by  the  great  Clitus,  who  ran  him  through 
the  Body  with  his  Spear,  as  he  was  aiming  a 
Blow  that  muft  have  been  fatal  to  Alex- 
ander. 

The  fame  Heroes  encountering  and  killing 
a  monftrous  Lion  one  Day  before  a  Spartan 
AmbalTador,  was  an  Adtion  of  the  fame  kind : 
When  the  Combat  was  ended,  the  Ambaffador 
could  not  help  telling  him,  'Dominion,  Sir, has 
been  the  'Prize  ;  and  you  have  bravely  dif 
fitted  it  with  a  Lion;  intimating,  that  as 
the  Lion  is  the  King  of  Beafts,  there  had 
been  a  fort  of  Contention  between  two  Mo~ 
narchs  which  fhould  be  the  Majier. 

What  he  did  in  India,  at  the  Siege  of  a 
City  of  the  Mallians,  wr.s  ftill  more  extraor- 
dinary. Alexander,  at  the  Aflault  of  this 
City,  was  the  very  firft  Man  that  mounted 
the  Walls,  and  the  Scaling-Ladder  breaking 
under  him,  left  him  expofed  with  only  two 
CH]  of 
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of  his  Guards,  to  all  the  Darts  and  Fury 
of  the  Barbarians.  In  this  Diftrefs,  inftead 
of  avoiding  his  Enemies,  he  leap'd  down 
among  them.  The  Brightnefs  and  Clattering 
of  his  Armour,  added  to  his  Activity  and 
Valour,  made  them  at  firft  imagine  him  a 
Deity;  but  as  foon  as  they  difcoyered  him 
to  be  a  Man,  the  whole  Garrifon  fell  upon 
him :  An  Arrow  piercing  his  Curiafs  ftuck 
in  his  Ribs,  and  the  Stroke  was  fo  violent, 
that  it  made  him  fall  on  one  Knee  to  the 
Ground.  The  Barbarian  who  had  woun- 
ded him  now  drew  his  Scimiter  to  difpatch 
him,  but  was  killed  as  foon  as  he  came  with- 
in the  Reach  of  Alexander's  Sword  ;  who  af- 
ter this  received  fo  many  other  Wounds,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fupport  his  Body  againft 
the  Wall.  He  ftill  looked  undauntedly  up- 
on his  Enemies ;  but  was  now  reduced  to  the 
laft  Extremity,  when  the  Macedonians  break- 
ing into  the  City,  took  him  up  very  oppor- 
tunely, juft  as  he  was  fainting  away,  and 
not  fenfible  what  they  did  with  him.  This 
prodigious  Courage  of  Alexander  s,  infufed 
fuch  a  Spirit  into  his  whole  Army,  as  made 
them  patiently  endure  the  moft  toilfome 
Marches:    They  declared,  that  They  looked 

upon 
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upon  themfeh*  mt  onb  as  Evincible,  but 
to  be  littk  lefs  than  immortah  whtle  theV 
followed  fuch  a  Leader. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  enumerate  all 
the  Anions  of  Alexander  of  this  Nature  ; 
upon  one  of  which  a  French  Author  makes 
this  fine  Obfervation  :  I am  fenfible  (fays  he) 
that  this  AElion  of  Alexander  \r  will  be  cal- 
ledralh  and  imprudent  ;  but  Heroifm  will  dis- 
cover fuch  Marks  in  it^  as  will  force  her 
to  claim  and  acknowledge  it  for  her  own. 

Pyrrhus,  (who  in  the  Opinion  of  Han~ 
nibal^  no  ill  Judge,  was  the  greatejt  Gene- 
ral the  World  had  ever  feen,  next  to  Alex* 
ander,)  as  foon  as  the  Battle  was  begun,uiually 
ruftied  in  among  his  Enemies,  regardlefs  of 
his  own  Safety,  He  a£ted  thus  when  he  en- 
gaged the  Romans  at  the  River  Sir  is,  and 
though  the  Richnefs  of  his  Armour  made 
him  eafily  known :  Nor  could  all  the  Dan- 
gers he  fo  narrowly  efcaped,  or  the  Per- 
fwafions  of  his  Friends,  make  him  alter  his 
,Condu&  in  any  other  Particular,  than  to  lay 
aiide  that  Armour  which  had  made  him  fo 
remarkable. 

[H2]  In 
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In  the  Battle  with  the  Mamerttnes^  when 
a  Wound  had  obliged  him  to  retire,  he  no 
fooner  heard  that  one  of  the  Barbarians,  of 
an  uncommon  Size,  advanced  before  the 
Ranks,  and  called  to  him  to  appear  if  he 
was  alive,  than  he  returned  to  the  Battle  all 
over  befmear'd  with  Bloody  and,  rufhing  up- 
on the  bold  Mamertine^  ended  the  Combat 
with  a  {ingle  Blow. 

Every  Body  knows  that  Cafar  owed 
his  Victory  at  Munda  to  his  own  perfonal 
Courage  and  Example.  What  he  did  at 
Tharos  in  Egypt,  when  his  Troops  were 
all  embarked,  and  himfelf  furrounded  by 
his  Enemies,  would  fcarce  be  credited,  if 
feveral  Hiftorians  had  not  affured  us  of  the 
Fad ;  and  your  Majefty  may  pleafe  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  I  refer  to  this  A&ion  of  Cafar's 
in  my  Poem. 

Since  I  find  your  Majefty  has  loft  your 
Memory,  I  will  give  you  a  very  remark- 
able Inftance  of  the  rafb,  but  heroick  Va- 
lour of  one  of  your  own  Countrymen,  and  of 
the  Jlritl  Jujlice  of  your  Efhori.     When 
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the  great  Epaminondas  aflaulted  your  City  of 
Sf>artayznd  had  like  to  have  taken  it,  Ifadas>  a 
moil  comely  and  well-grown  Youth,  had  been 
juft  anointing  himfelf :  Upon  the  Alarm,  with- 
out flaying  to  put  on  his  Cloaths,  he  {hatched 
up  a  Spear  in  one  Hand,  and  a  Sword  in  the 
other,  and  breaking  into  the  thickeft  Ranks  of 
his  Enemies,  bore  down  all  before  him. 
What  was  very  extraordinary  is,  that  he  re- 
ceived no  Wound ;  which  was  attributed 
either  to  his  being  protected  by  Ibme  Deity, 
or  to  his  Enemies  believing  him,  from  his  un- 
common Appearance,  to  have  been  fome- 
thing  more  than  Man.  The  Gallantry  of 
this  Action  was  thought  fo  great,  that  the 
Ephori  decreed  a  Garland  to  Ifadas\  but 
as  foon  as  they  had  palTed  this  Decree, 
they  fet  a  Fine  upon  him  of  a  Thou- 
fand  Drachmas  *  for  his  'Prefumption  and 
Rafbwe/s,  in  going  unarmed  into  the  Battle. 
I  hope  I  need  not  tell  your  Majefty,  that 
there  was  not  a  young  Fellow  in  Sparta^  who 
would  not  gladly  have  paid  double  the  Fine, 
to  have  had  the  Credit  of  the  Action. 

[H  g]  Let 
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Let  us  come  a  little  nearer  Home,  and  to 
our  own  Times. 

Edward  the  third,  King  of  England^ 
when  the  Governor  of  Calais  had  fold  that 
Place  to  the  French  (and  was  going  to  have 
delivered  it  up  by  Night  to  the  Lord 
Charny)  fought  under  the  Walls  of  the 
Town  in  a  private  Soldier's  Coat,  and  in  Sir 
Walter  Mannings  Regiment.  In  this  Dif- 
guife  he  engaged  with  the  valiant  Lord 
Eujiace  of  Rylemont,  who  beat  him  down 
twice  upon  his  Knees.  The  King,  how- 
ever at  laft  got  the  better  of  his  Antagonift, 
and  took  him  Prifbner.  His  Troops  were 
alfo  victorious.  Edward  foon  fliewed  that 
his  Generojity  was  equal  to  his  Courage^  and 
how  much  he  efteemed  a  brave  Enemy  :  He 
ordered  a  Iplendid  Entertainment  to  be  pro- 
vided for  his  Prifoners ;  and  coming  in  a- 
mongft  them  very  unexpectedly  and  to  their 
great  Surprize,  told  the  Lord  Charny,  That  he 
was  not  much  obliged  fo  him  for  endeavour- 
ing to  fieal  a  Town  from  him  by  Nighty 
which  he  had  fairly  won  by  'Day.  He  then 
addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Lord  Eujiace,  and> 

after 
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after  having  faid  a  great  many  obliging  Things 
to  him,  took  a  Chaplet  of  Pearls  of  great 
Value  from  his  own  Head,  and  placing  it 
upon  his  Prifonei's,  generoufly  difmiffed  him 
without  a  Ranfbm. 

Henry  the  Fifth,  another  English  King, 
(who  your  Majefty  muft  know  conquered 
France j  and  had  his  Title  to  that  Kingdom 
folemnly  acknowledged  by  the  'Parliament 
of  Paris,)  is  faid,  in  Hiftory,  to  have  fought 
like  a  private  Soldier,  through  an  Exci/s 
of  Courage,  at  the  Battle  of  Agincourt,  in 
which  he  killed  feveral  of  the  French  with 
his  own  Hand,  and  was  more  than  once  in 
the  utmoft  Danger  of  being  flain  himfelf. 

Charles  the  Seventh,  who  reigned  in 
France,  (having  recovered  that  Kingdom  after 
our  Henrys  Death)  was  the  firft  Man  who 
entered  the  Breach,  when  the  Town  oiPon- 
thoife  was  taken  by  Storm,  Chufing  much 
rather  (as  the  French  Hiftorians  obferve)  to 
be  thought  rash  than  timerous. 

Richard  the  Third,  when  at  the  Battle 

of  Bofworth,  inftead  of  flying,  as  he  might 

have  done,  he  rufhed  into  the  Midft  of  his 

[H  4]  viclorious 
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victorious  Enemies,  is  faid,  To  have  gained 
more  Honour  in  one  Hour  before  his  T)eath> 
than  he  had  done  in  all  his  Life^  till  that 
Time. 

The  late  King  of  Sweden,  in  our  Days, 
was  the  firft  Man  .who  entered  the  Mufcovite 
Trenches  at  the  Battle  of  Narva,  and  beha^ 
ved  in  fuch  a  Manner  on  feveral  other  Occa- 
fions,  that  not  only  his  own  Men,  but  even 
his  Enemies  were  for  fome  Time  firmly  per- 
fliaded  that  he  was  invulnerable. 

Lastly,  I  am  furpriz'd  to  hear  your  Ma- 
Jefty,  of  all  the  Heroes  that  ever  breathed,  fo 
very  fevere  upon  rajh  Valour :  If  ever  Man 
a&ed  rafhly,  and  even  rivaled  the  Heroes  in 
Romance,  your  Majefty  moil  certainly  did  fo 
in  that  Exploit  at  Alexandria*  which  coft 

you 


t  Ckomenes,  after  he  was  defeated  by  Amigonus,  fled 
into  Egypt,  where  he  was  kindly  received  by  'Ptolemy, 
who  promifed  to  aflift  him  with  Men  and  Money,  that 
he  might  recover  his  Kingdom :  But  'Ptolemy  dying  foon 
after,  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son,  a  weak  effeminate  Prince, 
who  minded  nothing  but  his  Women  and  Pleafures,  and 
^vas  entirely  governed  by  a  worthlefs  Fellow,  one  Qinan- 
thes.  Cleomenes  faw  that  he  could  now  expect  no 
Good  from  the  Egyptian  Court;  and  fancying  that  he 

might 
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you  your  Life :  For  a  Man  to  imagine,  that 
at  the  Head  of  only  twelve  of  his  Friends,  in 
a  ftrange  Country,  he  could  rouze  up  a  Peo- 
ple in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  who  had  long 
been  Slaves,  and  matter  the  capital  City  of 

Egypt, 


might  make  fome  Advantage  of  the  Confufions  in  which 
Greece  was  then  involved,  defired  Leave  to  go  thither 
with  his  own  Friends.  Ptolemy  was  fo  far  from  grant- 
ing his  Requeft,  that  by  the  Advice  of  his  worthlefs 
Miniiter,  he  put  him  under  a  fort  of  Confinement. 
Cleomenes  fo  highly  refented  this  ungenerous  Ufage, 
that  he  enter'd  into  the  mod  defperate  Meafures  to  be 
revcng'd  upon  Ptolemy.  He  took  a  Refolution  to  try 
if,  with  the  Affiftance  of  only  twelve  Friends,  he  could 
not  perfuade  the  Egyptians  to  depofe  their  Tyrant,  and 
recover  their  Freedom,  To  this  End,  he  ilTued  into  the 
City  of  Alexandria,  at  the  Head  of  his  fmali  Party, 
crying  out,  Liberty,  Liberty.  He  killed  the  Governor 
of  the  City,  with  fome  other  of  \Ptolemy\  Officers; 
but  foon  found  that  the  Word  Liberty  had  not  the 
fame  Charms  in  the  Ears  of  a  People  accuftomed  to 
Slavery,  that  it  had  in  Greece .  The  mean- fpirited  £gy^- 
tians  durft  neither  join,  nor  oppofe  him;  which  when 
Cleomenes  faw,  he  declared,  That  a  Nation  deferred  to 
be  Slaves,  who  would  not  embrace  Liberty  when  it  was 
offered  to  them ;  and  defpairing  of  Succefs  among  fuch 
a  People,  he  and  his  twelve  Friends  all  fell  upon  their 
own  Swords.  When  Ptolemy,  who  was  not  in  Alex- 
andria, heard  of  this  Adventure,  with  the  mean  Cruelty 
which  is  natural  to  a  "Tyrant,  he  order'd  the  Children 
and  Mother  of  Cleomenes,  with  fuch  Spartan  Ladies 
as  were  with  her,  to  be  put  to  Death :  But  the  Egyp- 
tians foon  after  reflecting  upon  the  prodigious  Courage 
Cleomenes  had  ftiewn,  (and  (truck  with  an  odd  Acci- 
dent,) ran  in  Proceffions  to  the  Place  where  his  Cody 
was  expofed,  calling  him  an  Hero,  and  Son  of  the  Gods. 
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Egypt 'j  was  fuch  an  Inftance  of  Rafhnefs,  (I 
had  almoft  faid  of  Madnefs,)  as  I  believe 
can  fcarce  be  paralleled  in  ail  Hiftory ;  and 
yet  this  very  Exploit  made  your  Enemies, 
the  Egyptians j  adore  you  as  an  Hero  after 
your  Death,  and  gave  Occafion  to  our  Coun- 
tryman Ttryden  to  clofe  your  Tragedy  on 
the  English  Stage  with  the  following  Lines, 
which  he  puts  in  the  Mouth  of  Sojybius,  firft 
Minifter  to  young  Ttolemyy  King  of  Egypt ; 

Take  up  that  Hero's  Body,  bear  it  highy 
Like  the  QroceJJion  of  a  Deity  J 
~Let  his  arrrid  Figure  on  his  Tomb  be  fety 
And  wey  like  Slaves,  lie  growling  at  his  Feet  \ 
Whofe  GlorieSy  growing  till  his  lateji  Breathy 
Excell'd  all  others,  and  his  own,  in  Death. 

I  hope  I  have  by  this  Time  a  little  recon- 
cile your  Majefty  to  Rajb  Valour ;  and  that 
you  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  almoft  every 
Inftance  of  it,  which  I  have  given,  is  in  the 
Perfon  of  a  Commander  in  chief;  whereas  j 
when  the  King  of  Great  Britain  hazarded 
his  facred  Life  too  much,  he  only  ftrv'd 
as  a  Volunteer  \  which  certainly  rendered  his 

Beha- 
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Behaviour  the  more  excufable ;  and  I  have 
taken  care  to  acquaint  thofe  who  read  my  Poem 
with  this  Circumftance.  Your  Majefty  mull 
likewife  know,  that  there  is  hardly  any  Qua- 
lity which  more  endears  a  Prince  to  the  Peo- 
ple of  England,  than  per  final  Courage ;  and 
I  have  often  thought  that  my  Countrymen 
are  not  much  in  the  Wrong.  It  is  certain 
this  Virtue  is  generally  accompanied  with 
great  Generofity  and  good  Nature :  We  fel- 
dom  hear  that  a  Man  of  real  Courage,  is  guil- 
ty either  of  a  mean  or  a  cruel  AH  ion.  Mr. 
*Drydeu  in  one  of  his  Difcourfes  before  his 
Translation  of  Virgil,  obferves  very  prettily, 
that  Such  Men  as  are  not  rather  too  full  of 
Sprit  when  they  are  youngs  degenerate  to 
'Dullnefs  in  their  Age  >  that  Sobriety  in  our 
riper  Tears,  is  the  Effett  of  a  well-conco£led 
Warmth;  but  that  where  the  Principles  are 
only  Thlegm,  nothing  can  be  expelled  but 
an  infipid  Manhood.  He  adds,  Rashness  is 
a  No  b  l  e  F  a  ult  :  But  Time  and  Experience 
will  correal  that  Error ,  and  tame  it  into  a 
deliberate  and  well-weigh9 d  Courage,  which 
knows  both  to  be  cautious,  and  to  dare,  as 
Occafion  offers.  After  all  I  have  faid,  I  will 
allow  your  Majefty  that  rajh  Valour  is  a 
J  Faulty 
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Fault,  but  then  I  mull  add,  that  it  is  fuch  a 
Fault  as  few  but  Heroes  are  guilty  0f    and 
which  no  one  Hero  was  ever  yet  without. 
I  will  farther  own  to  your  Majefty,  that  when 
my  Thoughts  were  employed  upon  the  Battle 
at  Oudenard,  I  could  not  without  Concern 
fee  the  King   of  Great   Britain  hazarding 
that  Life  too  freely,  which  I  hope  Providence 
preferv'd,  that  it  might  prove  a  Bleffing,  not 
only  to  this  Ifland,  but  to  all  Europe  ;   and 
therefore  with  the  Freedom  of   an  Envlifh 
Man,  I  took  the  Liberty  to  caution  my  Prince 
againft  this  fame  rafb  Valour*,  as  your  Ma- 
jefty may   fee  I  have  done   in   thofe  Lines 
which  immediately  follow  thofe  I  laft  quoted 
out  of  my  Poem, 

Yet  pardon,  Mighty  Chief,  the  faithful  Mufe, 
If  whatjhe  mufi  admire,  Jhe  can't  excufe. 
A  Day  will  come,  if  I  aright  forefee, 
When  Europe^  Eyes  jhall  all  he  fixd  on  thee  ; 
When  one  decijive  Triumph  o'er  thy  Foes, 
Shall  give  her  Freedom,  and  the  World  Repofe. 
But  on  that  glorious,  that  important  Day, 
When  all  the  War  flo  all  ft  and  in  full  Array ; 
When  on  each  Side  thefprightly  Trumpets  found, 
And  the  loud  Cannons  fcatter  Death  around* 

The 
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floe  rapid  Ardour  of  thy  Breafl  compofe, 
Nor  like  a  Whirlwind  plunge  amidfi  thy  Foes ; 
Then  think  on  Oudenard'j  unequal  Plain, 
Nor  thus  expofe  thy  facred  Life  again ; 
Sufpendthy  dreadful  Sword,  tho*  lifted  high. 
And  on  thy  Prefence,  and  thy  Voice  rely. 

Having  endeavour'd  to  fliew,  that, though 
your  Majefty  was  once  a  great  King,  you 
are  at  prefent  dwindled  into  a  very  pitiful 
Critick  \  I  proceed  to  the  next  Paragraph  in 
your  Letter,  which  runs  thus : 

"  But  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on  the  fiupid 
<c  Piece ;  'tis  time  to  fum  this  Matter  up 
"  concifely.     What   would  this  Man,  and 
"  his  vain  Adherents  be  at}   What  more 
"  mean  Artifice  than  the  meanejl  they  have 
"  yet  praElifed,  are  they  now  coming  into  i 
u  At  the  Beginning  of  the  late  Sejfions  of 
cc  'Parliament,  it  was  a  Defign  to  deftroy 
*  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs ;  at  the  End  of 
"  it,   an  Ait  of  Indempnity:  Thefe  infamous 
"  Forgeries  C07itinued  their  cDay ;  but  being 
cc  now  no  more,  Euftace  fBudgell  Efq>   is 
"  pitched  upon  to  fupply  their  Room,  and 
u  furnifh    our  frefb    Calumny ;    and    did 

"  his 
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"  his  Ability  but  equal  the  Inclination  he 
"  has  difcoverd  of  difcharging  his  Truft  to 
«  the  Satisfaction  of  his  Employers,  they 
"  would  by  this  Choice  have  given  us  the 
"  beft  Teftimony  they  ever  produced  of  a 
"  good  Judgment." 

Your  Majefty,  in  the  Paragraph  before 
this,  having  made  that  judicious  Criticijm 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  anfwer,  proceeds 
in  this  Paragraph,  with  the  Authority  of  an 
abfolute  Monarch,  to  pronounce  my  whole 
Poem  a  Jiupid  Piece.  I  have  already  ac- 
quainted your  Majefty9  that  if  ever  I  had 
any  Genius  for  Poetry,  I  have  long  lince  en- 
deavoured to fiifle^  and  not  to  improve  it.  I  am 
very  fenfible,  that  there  are  many  of  my 
Fellow- Subjects  who  can  write  better  Verfes 
than  my  felf ;  yet,  fince  your  Majefty  is 
pleafed  to  be  fo  very  fevere  on  this  fame 
Jiupid  Piece  of  mine,  (which,  by-the-by,  is 
calling  the  Judgment  of  fome  other  People 
in  queftion,)  I  cannot  help  making  your  Ma- 
jefty the  following  fair  Propofal.  The 
Poem  I  wrote,  was  upon  the  King  of  Great 
Britaitti  Journey  to  Cambridge  and  New- 
Market  :   I  endeavoured   in  that  Poem,  to 

give 
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give  the  Publick  fome  Idea,  of  the  many 
great  and  royal  Virtues  of  my  Lawful  Sove- 
reign; I  dedicated  it  to  my  Queen,  who  is  re- 
markable for  her  Conjugal  Virtues,  h^x  good 
Tajie,  and  her  Love  of  Poetry,  and  whom  I 
have  endeavoured  to  reprefent  as  a  Perfon 
worthy  in  every  Refpeft  to  fiare  the  Throne 
with  her   Royal  Confort.      Now,  if  your 
Majefty,    and   all  your  illujlrlous  Family, 
will  but  vouchfafe  to  lay  your  wife  Heads 
together,  and  pay  an  handfbmer  Compliment 
than  I  have  done,  on  the  fame  Occafion,  to 
the  King  and  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  I  do 
hereby  promife  your  Majefty,    that  I  will 
never  more  trouble  the  Publick  with  a  fingle 
Line  of  my  Stupidity^   either   in  Trofe  or 
Verfe*     I  hope,   that  fince  your  Majefty  is 
become  an  Author,  you  cannot  think  it  be- 
neath you  to  let  about  the  Task  I  have  pro- 
pofed ;  but  that  you  will  vouchfafe  to  fay 
fomething  in  Praife  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  after  having  already  condefcended 
to  write  a  Panegyrick  upon  one  of  his  Sub- 
jects.    I  muft  take  the  Liberty  to  tell  your 
Majefty,    that    though   you   fat    upon  the 
Throne  of  Sparta,   neither  the  Theme,  nor 
the  Employment  would  be  below  you.  When 

your 
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your  Majefty  was  in  the  Height  of  your 
Power,  you  never  was  able  to  accomplifh 
your  favourite  Projed  of  being  declared 
the  Captain-General  of  Greece  >  your  Ma- 
jefty was  never  compleatly  Matter  of  all 
cPeloponnefusi  Aratus  was  a  continual  Thorn 
in  your  Sides ;  You  were  repulfed  from  Co- 
rintb>  and  loft  the  Cities  of  Argos  and  Me- 
galopolis, almoft  as  foon  as  you  had  taken 
them.  At  laft,  the  Macedonians  gave  you 
the  Coup  de  Grace,  put  an  end  to  your  ex- 
travagant Ambition,  and  fent  you  packing 
into  Egypt.  The  King  of  Great  Britain1* 
Civil-Lift,  for  the  Maintainance  of  his  Fa- 
mily, is  I  believe  more  than  twenty  Times 
as  much  as  ever  Sparta  paid  to  her  Prince : 
The  Splendour  of  his  Court  is  in  Proportion ; 
and  would  appear  incredible  to  thofe  who 
never  faw  any  Thing  better  than  the  black 
Broth,  coarfe  Cakes,  and  fhort  Cloaks  of  the 
Lacedemonians.  My  Legal  Sovereign  main- 
tains a  more  numerous  Army  in  Time  of 
Peace,  than  your  Majefty  ever  appeared  at 
the  Head  of;  and  has  at  the  fame  Time,  a 
Fleet  that  makes  him  dreaded  by  the  moft 
diftant  Nations.  He  has  Territories  larger 
than  all  Greece  in  a  certain  Part  of  the 
J  World, 
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World,  which  your  Seven  Wife  Men  never 
heard  of.  Believe  me  therefore,  Royal  Sir, 
it  will  be  no  manner  of  Difgrace  to  you,  to 
exert  your  happy  Talent  at  Panegyrick  on  this 
great  Prince.  I  fhall  wait  for  your  Produc- 
tion with  the  utmoft  Impatience,  and  endea- 
vour to  correft  the  Errors  in  my  own  ftupid 
*Piece,  by  the  more  mafterly  Beauties  of 
your  Majefty's  Compofition. 

Your  Majefty  becomes  confcious,  at  laft, 
that  you  have  dwelt  too  long  on  this  ftupid 
*Piece  \  and  adds,  His  time  to  fum  this  Mat- 
ter up  concifely.  I  fancy  your  Majefty  has 
juft  now  recolle&ed  that  you  are  a  Spartan^ 
and  are  refolved  for  the  future  to  write  in 
Chara&er.  I  believe,  indeed,  that  your  Ma- 
jefty's Letter,  of  which  I  have  the  Honour  to 
be  theSubjed,  is  by  much  thelongettLaconick 
Epiftle  of  any  Extant ;  and  will  doubtlefs  be 
valued  accordingly  by  Pofterity.  We  are 
told,  that  when  your  Countryman  Lyfan- 
der  had  taken  Athens^  a  City  which  had  fo 
often  ftruggled  with  Sparta  her  felf  for  the 
Dominion  of  Greece,  he  wrote  nothing  more 
to  your  Ephori  than  this,  Athens  is  taken ; 
and  that  he  received  the  following  Anfwer 
[  I  ]  from 
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from  thofe  Magiftrates  in  the  fame  Laconick 
Stile,  Ton  fay  Athens  is  taken:  We  are  fa- 
tisfied.     But  this  was  in  thofe  Times,  when 
your    SucceJles  were  fo   frequent,    that  the 
Meflenger,  who  brought,  you  Word  of  your 
great   Victory    at   Mantinea,  (lb   fully   de* 
fcribed   by  Thucydides,)  had  no  other  Re- 
ward for  his  Pains  than  a  good  Pieee  of  Pow- 
dered   Beef,    which  was  fent    home  to  his 
Lodgings* 

Your  Majelly  at  prefent,  I  find  is  not  fb 
very  fparing  of  your  Words  as  your  Coun- 
trymen were  formerly,  but  can  argue  a  Cafe 
as  learnedly,  and  as  fully  as  any  of  the  Mo- 
derns. Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  in  that  Pa- 
ragraph of  your  Letter,  which  I  am  now 
anfwering,  to  take  Notice  of  fome  of  thofe 
Reports  which  you  are  pleafed  to  call  in- 
famous Forgeries,  and  which  have  been  in- 
vented to  blacken  the  Reputation  of  your 
Hero,  /if  the  Beginning  of  the  late  Seffionsof 

'Parliament,  (fays  your  Majefty)  it  was 

a  "Defign  to  defiray  the  Liberty  of  the 
Trefs  :  Av  the  End  of  it  — *  an  Atf  of  In- 
demnity* 
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I  shall  in  the  firft  Place  confider  the  firft 
of  thefe  Reports. 

It  is  very  certain  that  it  has  been  report- 
ed, a  Defign  was  on  foot  to  take  away  the 
Liberty  ofthePrefs,  and  even  that  fome  par* 
ticular  Perfons  had  been  tampered  with  to 
this  End :  But  I  do  intirely  agree  with  your 
Majefty,  that  it  is  impoffible  this  Report 
could  be  any  Thing  more  than  an  infamous 
Forgery.  The  Liberty  of  theTrefs  is,  in  my 
humble  Opinion,  absolutely  neceffary  to 
preferve  the  Liberty  of  Great  Britain-.  And 
I  will  lay  before  your  Majefty  fome  Rea- 
fons,  why  I  cannot  believe  that  any  English- 
man^ and  more  efpecially  your  Majefty 's  Hero*) 
could  poffibly  be  fo  wicked \  as  to  attempt  to 
take  away  this  great  and  moft  ejfential  Part 
of  the  Britifb  Liberties. 

I  beg  leave  to  be  pretty  particular  on  this 
Important  Subject. 

I  will  confider  what  7the  Liberty  of  the 

'Prejs  really   is  ;    in  what  Manner    it  has 

been  enjoyed,  and  made  ufe  of  by  every  free 

[  I  2  ]  People* 
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"People,  and  particularly  by  the  Greeks  and 
Romans ;  what  vaft  Advantages  accrue  from 
it ;  how  little  the  Innocent  need  to  appre- 
hend it  *,  and,  laftly,  I  will  give  my  particular 
Reafons,  why  I  cannot  believe  that  your 
Majefty's  Hero  has  any  Delign  to  deprive 
Great  Britain  of  this  invaluable  Branch  of 
her  Liberty. 

1  take  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  to  be  A 
Liberty  for  every  Man  to  communicate  his 
Sentiments  freely  to  the  Public  k,  upon  politi- 
cal or  religious  Points :  I  am  humbly  of  Opi- 
nion, that  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  either 
This,  or  Nothing.     I  never  yet  heard,  but 
that  in  thofe  Countries  where  Men  are  the 
greateft  Slaves,  they  might  write  as  much, 
and  in  what  Manner  they  plealed,  upon  any 
Subjects  but  Religion  and  Politicks.     I  dare 
fay,  a  Man  might  publifh  his  Thoughts  with 
the  utmofl    Freedom,    either  in    Turky    or 
"Denmark,  upon  the  Nature  of  Butterflies^ 
or  the  Virtues  of  the  Loadftone. 

Timoleon  is,  beyond  Difpute,  one  of  the 
molt  illuftrious  Examples,  among  all  the  An- 
cients, of  a  true  Patriot,  and  a  Lover  of  Li? 

berty : 
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berty :  When  his  Brother  Timophanes,  whofe 
Life  he  had  generoufly  preferved,  by  Hand- 
ing over  his  Body  when  he  fell  in  a  Battle, 
and  fuftaining  alone  for  fome  Time  the 
united  Force  of  a  Multitude  of  his  Enemies; 
I  fay,  when  this  very  Timophanes,  his  be- 
loved Brother,  had  deftroyed  the  Conftitution 
of  Corinth,  and  made  himfelf  the  Tyrant  of 
his  Country,  Timoleon  was  the  Chief  of  the 
Confpirators  who  flew  him,  though  even 
while  the  A&ion  was  doing,  Nature  and  his 
fraternal  Love,  forced  a  Shower  of  Tears  from 
his  manly  Eyes.  The  iame  Timoleon .,  after 
having  freed  his  own  Country,  with  an  incredi- 
ble Felicity  expelled  thofe  three  powerful 
Tyrants  cDionyfius,  Hippo,  and  Mamercus,  and 
drove  every  other  Tyrant  out  of  Sicily.  One 
would  imagine  that  after  thefe  A&ions,  7/- 
moleon  muft  have  been  dear  to  the  Sicilians  ; 
and  in  Effect  he  really  was  fo.  We  are  told, 
however,  that  one  Demanetus,  of  Syracufe^ 
out  of  meer  Envy  to  that  prodigious  Repu- 
tation Timoleon  had  fo  juftly  acquired,  took 
all  Opportunities  to  difparage  his  Conduit, 
and  even  to  talk  publickly  againft  him  in  the 
bittereft  Terms.  When  Timoleon  was  in- 
formed of  this  Man's  Behaviour,  inftead  of 
[  I  3  ]  taking 
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taking  Revenge,  as  he  might  eafily  have  done, 
he  declared  in  a  Tranfport  of  Joy,  That  The 
Gods  had  at  laji  granted  htm  the  greateft 
Favour  they  could  have  conferred  upon  him  j 
fince  it  had  been  the  conjlant  Subject  of  his 
Prayers,  That  the  Syracufians  might  enjoy 
fo  perfed  a   State  of  Liberty,    that  every 
Man  among  them  might  /peak  freely,  and 
with  Impunity,  whatever  he  thought  of  an- 
other.   Nunc  demum  fe  voti  effe  damnatum  ; 
7tamque  hoc  a  diis  immortalibus  femper  pre- 
catumj,  ut  talem  Ubertatem  rejiituerent  Sy- 
racufanis,  in  qua  cuivis  liceret7  de  quo  vel- 
let  impute  dicer  e.     Thefe  were  Timo/eotfs 
Sentiments  of  Liberty  ;  who   was  as  great, 
and  as  fuccefsful  an  Aflertor  of  it,  as  ever 
yet  appeared  in  the  World ;  and  whofe  No- 
tions of  it,  I  believe,  no  Man  of  Senfe  will 
have  the  Affurance  to  difpute. 

In  plain  Terms,  I  do  not  fee  how  any 
other  Reflraint  can  be  put  upon  the  TPrefs^ 
in  a  Nation  that  pretends  to  Liberty,  but 
what  is  juft  fufficient  to  prevent  Men  from 
writing  either  Blafphemy.,  or  Treafon.  I  mean 
by  Treafon,  any  Thing  that  tends  direttLy 
to  call  our  Legal  Sovereign's  Right  in  que- 

ftion 
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ftion,  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  ;  or  to 
incite  his  Subje&s  to  an  open  Rebellion-  or 
fecret  Con/piracy  againft  his  moft  facred 
cPerfon.  As  to  the  cenfuring  the  Conduct 
of  any  particular  Man,  (except  his  Majefty,) 
who  fancies  himfelf  qualified  for,  and  will 
take  upon  him  the  Adminiftration  of  pub- 
lick  Affairs,  this  was  thought  fo  very  rea- 
fonable,  and  even  neceffary  among  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  that  they  preferved  this  Branch 
of  Liberty ',  even  in  thofe  Times,  when  they 
had  loft  every  other  Part  of  it ;  and  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  make  it  appear,  that  their  No- 
tion  of  Liberty,  was  the  fame  with  Timo- 
leon's. 

A  bad  Minifter  in  the  Athenian  Com- 
monwealth, was  fure  to  be  mawled  by  the 
Wits  and  Poets,  and  to  have  the  Mortifi- 
cation of  feeing  his  Name  made  ufe  of  with- 
out the  leaft  Ceremony,  and  his  Vices  and 
Blunders  expofed  upon  the  Publick  Stage : 
Nay,  though  a  Man  had  done  his  Country 
the  moft  important  Service,  his  Vices,  or  /// 
Actions  were  not  fpared,  t 

[I  4]  Themis- 
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Themistocles  had  defeated  the  Fleet  of 
Xerxes  at  the  Battle  of  Salamis,  and  by 
his  Conduct  and  Courage  drove  that  Prince 
out  of  Greece  \  yet,  when  after  thefe  Sue- 
ceffes  he  became  Cruel,  Infolent,  and  Rapa- 
cious, the  Poet  Ttmocreon  (to  whom  he 
had  been  particularly  ungrateful)  fell  upon 
him  in  thofe  Lines  which  are  Hill  extant, 
and  which  are  to  this  Effed ;  It  is  impojji- 
We,  that  the  dark  ABions  of  the  bafe  The- 
miftocles.,  can  be  agreeable  to  the  ^Divine 
Latona  I  He  has  violated  the  facred  Rites 
ofHofptality^  and  for  the  fake  of  a  fordid 
Gain,  been  guilty  of  the  mofl  fcandalous  In- 
gratitude towards  his  ^Friend  and  Hoft 
Timocreon.  For  three  Talents  he  recals 
fome  Men  from  Banifljment,  murders  other  s, 
and  is  become  profligate  enough  to  laugh  at 
his  own  Villanies.  With  the  Wealth  which 
he  has  amajfed  together  by  thefe  jhameful 
Methods ,  he  wallows  in  Luxury,  and  keep 
an  open  Houfe  in  the  Ifthmus  j  but  U  fo  hated 
and  detefted,  that  the  very  People  who  eat 
at  his  Table j  befeech  the  Gods  that  he  may 
not  live  another  Tear. 

It 
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It  had  been  happy  for  ThemiJiocksy  if 
thefe  Lines  of  the  Poet's  had  made  him 
mend  his  Manners  $  but  'Pride  and  Power 
had  fo  intirely  turned  his  Brains,  that  the 
Athenians,  who  had  loved  and  rewarded 
him  for  his  ConduEl  and  Valour,  were  ob- 
liged to  banifti  him  for  his  Infolence  and 
Avarice.  * 

The  Athenian  Writers  took  the  fame 
Liberty,  with  Pericles ,  even  after  he  had 
fubverted  the  Conftitution  of  his  Country, 
and  poflelfed  himfelf  of  the  Supreme  Power  • 
neither  durft  that  Tyrant  offer  to  deftroy 
this  Branch  of  Liberty,  though  he  had 
trampled  upon  every  other  Part  of  it. 
There  is  fomething  fo  very  fingular  in  the 
Charafter  of  this  Man,  by  whofe  ///  Con- 
duct the  moft  celebrated  Republick  in 
Greece  was    ruined,   that  I  cannot  forbear 

giving 


*  His  Rapacioufnefs  is  evident  from  hence:  He  was 
worth  but  Three  Talents  when  he  came  into  Publick 
Bufinefs;  yet  when  he  fled  into  Perfia^  though  he 
carried  moft  of  his  Wealth  with  him,  the  Athenians 
made  a  fhift  to  Jay  their  Hands  upon  One  Hundred 
Talents^  which  they  put  into  the  Publick  Treafury, 
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giving  my  Readers  a  particular  Account  of  I 
him ;  being  of  Opinion,  that  no  Parts  of 
Hiftory  are  fo  curious  and  inflruttivej  as 
thofe  which  fhew,  by  what  Means  and  Er- 
rors the  beft  Conftitutions  have  been  fub- 
verted  and  deftroyed.  After  having  given 
feme  Account  of  'Pericles  himfelf,  I  ftiall 
lhew  in  what  Manner  he  was  treated^  even 
in  the  Height  of  his  Power,  by  the  Athe- 
nian Writers,  who  fcorned  to  let  their  Pens 
be  enflaved,  and  preferred  the  Good  of  their 
Country  to  every  other  Confideration. 

TE  RIC L  ES>  in  his  very  Nature  was 
envious,  proud,  cruel,  avaritious,  and  impu- 
dent} his  Eloquence,  to  which  he  chiefly 
trufted,  was  improved,  if  not  learnt,  under  a 
Woman j  viz,,  the  famous  Afpafia  y  and  was, 
indeed,  truly  Feminine :  It  confifted  chiefly 
in  what  the  French  call  a  Flux  de  Bouche,  or 
a  prodigious  Volubility  and  Flow  of  Words  ; 
which  being  deliver'd  in  a  fpecious  and  plau- 
fible  Manner,  his  Speeches  feldom  failed  of 
making  an  Impreffion  upon  his  Audience ;  but 
were  fo  far  from  having  any  real  Strength  or 
Solidity,  that  they  would  not  bear  reading. 
We    are     therefore    not    to     wonder    that 

fo 
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fo  good  a  Judge  as  Quintilian  fhould  do 
clare,  after  having  perufed  them,  that  they 
by  no  Means  anfwered  the  Idea  he  had  form- 
ed to  himfelf  of  Pericles,  who  was  fo  much 
talked  of  for  an  Orator :  But  whatever  his 
Speeches  might  want  of  real  Strength  or  Ar- 
gument^ was  abundantly  fupplied  by  anever-v 
failing  and  confummate  Ajfnrance. 

There  cannot  be  abetter  Defer  iption  of 
his  Way  of  managing  a  Debate,  than  the 
Account  given  of  it  to  Archidamus,  King  of 
Sparta,  by  ThucydideSj  who  was  the  great- 
eft  Statefman  of  his  Age,  and  conftantly  op- 
pofed  the  Meafures  of  Pericles.  Your  Ma- 
jefty's  Predeccffor  having  demanded  of  this 
great  Man,  Which  was  the  better  Wre filer, 
himfelf  or  Pericles ;  When  I  have  flung 
him  fairly,  (fays  Thucydides,)  he  has  always 
the  confummate  Ajfnrance  to  maintain,  that 
he  had  no  Fall ;  and  by  meer  T)int  of  Impu- 
dence often  perfwades  the  whole  Ajfembly  to 
be  of  that  Opinion.  'Pericles  thus  qualified, 
refblved  to  talk  himfelf  into  Affairs,  and  to 
become  the  moft  powerful  Man  in  Athens. 

Two 
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Two  terrible  Difficulties  feem'd  to  op- 
pofe  his  Defign :  There  was  no  Way  of  rifing 
in  the  Commonwealth,  but  by  perfwading  the 
People  to  have  a  great  Opinion  of  his  Capa- 
city, either  for  Military  or  Civil  Affairs- 
In  thefe  two  Parts  of  the  Government,  two 
Men  diftinguiftied  themfelves,  who  we  are 
affured  were  vaftly  fuperior  to  him  in  Abili- 
ties, viz.  Cimon  and  Thucydides.  I  ihall  lay 
fbmething  of  each  of  them. 

CIMON  was  the  Son  of  that  Miltiades, 
who  was  named  by  the  Oracle  at  'Delphi  to 
command  that  Colony  the  Athenians  planted 
in  Thrace ;  and  who  afterwards,  at  the  Head 
of  ten  thoufand  Men,  defeated  the  numerous 
Army  of  'Darius  in  the  Plains  of  Marathon. 
When  Cimon  was  a  young  Man,  he  was 
flung  into  Prilbn  for  a  large  Debt  of  his 
Father's,  and  lay  there  a  confiderable  Time, 
till  this  Debt  was  difcharged  by  a  Moneyed 
Man,  who  married  his  Sifter.  After  having 
recovered  his  Liberty,  he  gave  fuch  Proofs  of 
an  uncommon  Capacity,  that  the  Athenians 
made  him  their  General.  His  Succefles  would 
hardly  be  credited,  if  all  Hiftorians  in  effeft 
R  had 
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had  not  given,  us  the  fame  Account  of  them. 
He  defeated  the  Thracians  at  the  River  Stry- 
mon,  built  the  City  Amphipolis,  and  peopled 
it  with  a  Colony  of  ten  thoufand  Athenians  : 
His  Addrefs  and  Affability  rendered  Athens 
the  Miftrefs  of  all  Greece.  The  Grecian 
Cities,  ftiock'd  at  the  haughty  Carriage  of 
'Paufanias,  King  of  Sparta,  unanimoufly 
ranged  themfelves  under  the  Standard  of 
Cirnon. 

He  now  turn'd  his  Arms  againft  the  TVr- 
Jlan  Empire,  that  conftant  and  dreadful  Ene- 
my to  Greece.     After  feveral  great  A&ions, 
at  laft,  with  a  Felicity  which  no  General  has 
yet  equalled,  he  obtained  on  the  fame  Day 
one  moll  glorious  Victory  at  Sea,  and  another 
at  Land.      We  are  exprefly  told,    that    the 
firft  of  thefe  was  greater  than  the  celebrated 
Vi&ory  of  Salamis  ;  and  the  laft,  than  that 
of  l?latea.     The  King  ofPerJia,  commonly 
caird  the  Great  Kingy  amazed  at  thefe  pro<» 
digious  Succeffes,  was  glad  to  make  a  Peace 
with  Cimon  upon  any  Conditions^  and  yield- 
ed the  'Dominion  of  the  Sea,  fo  entirely  to  the 
Athenians^  that  he  agreed  none  of  his  Galleys, 
or  Men  of  War,  Ihould  ever  appear  for  the 

future 
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future  between  the  Cyxnean  and  the  ChelidG- 
nian  Iflands.*  After  Cimon  had  performed 
all  thefe  glorious  Actions,  after  he  had  en- 
tirely fubdued  the  Thracians,  fubje&ed  all 
the  Cherfonefe  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Athens ',  and  enriched  the  City  with  the  Spoils 
of  cPerfia,  fo  great  was  his  Generofity  and 
good  Nature,  and  fo  truly  had  his  own  Af- 
flictions taught  him  to  pity  the  Unfortunate, 
that  he  pull'd  down  all  the  Inclofures  of 
his  Gardens  and  Grounds,  that  Travellers 
might  gather  his  Fruits  freely,  and  at  Difcre- 
tion.  At  Home  he  kept  an  open  Table  ;  to 
which  he  conftantly  invited  fuch  of  his  Fel- 
low-Citizens as  he  faw  in  the  Forum.  He 
always  went  abroad  with  a  Train  of  Servants 
handfomely  dreffed,  who  followed  him  with 
a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money.  There  was 
no  fuch  Thing  in  the  Streets  of  Athens  as  a 
Beggar ;  but  if  Cimon  faw  any  of  his  Fellow- 
Citizens  who  look'd  dejected,  feemed  to  be 
pinched  in  his  CircumltanceSj  and  was  but 
indifferently  drefled,  he  immediately  fent  one 

of 


*  Confcquently,  by  this  Treaty,  he  could  neither  enter 
the  ALgean  Sea  by  the  Euxine,  nor  the  Mediterranean 
by  the  Seas  of  Pamphylia  or  Syria ;  fo  that  the  Athenians 
had  a  vail  and  fafe  Trade  fecured  to  them. 
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of  his  Retinue  to  give  him  Money  privately, 
and  to  change  Cloaths  with  him.     In  a  Word* 
his  whole  Intereft  and  his  Eitatc  were  always 
at  the  Service  of  Merit  in  ^Dijtrefs  ;    and 
many  an  Athenian  had  his  Fortune  made  eafy 
by  the  fole  Generolity  of  this  god-like  Man* 
Moft  of  the  Particulars  I  have  mention'd,  and 
fome  others,  are  comprifed  in  the  following 
Account  of  him  :  Cimonem  Athenienfes  non 
folum  in  Rello,  Jed  in  pace  diu  dejiderave- 
runt  \  fuit  enim  tantd  liber  alitate  quum  corn* 
pluribus  locis  pradia  hortofque  baberetj  ut 
nunquam  eis  Cuftodem  pofuerit  fruEliis  fer* 
vandi  gratia,   ne  quis  impediretur  quo  minus 
ejus  rebus  quibus  vellet  frueretur.     Semper 
eum  pediffequi  cum  nummis  funt  fecuti^  ut 
fcquis  opis  ejus  indigeret,  haberet  quod  Jla* 
tim   daret,    ne  differendo  videretur  negare. 
Sap  e  quum  aliquem  offenfum  for  tuna  videret 
minus  bene  vejiitum^  fuum  amiculnm  dedit. 
Quotidie  fie  coena  ei  coquebatur,  ut  quos  invo- 
catos  vidiffet  in  foro  omnes  devocaret :  Quod 
facere  nullam  diem  pratermittebat.     Nulli 
Jides  ejus,  nulli  operay  nulli  res  familiaris 
defuit  :    Multos    locupletavit  :      Compares 
pauperes  mortuos,  qui  unde  ejferrentur  non 
reliquiffent,  fuo  fumptu  extulit.     Nep, 


Z'CCH 


128       A  Letter 

Such  was  the  Chara&er  of  the  generous 
Cimon,  who  marched  at  the  Head  of  the 
Athenian  Armies  much  farther  than  any 
General  had  led  them  before;  and  upon 
whofe  Death  it  was  truly  faid,  That  the 
Fortune  of  Greece  perijhed  with  him. 

Thucydides  was  either  the  Father-in- 
Law,  or  *  Son- in- Law  of  Cimon:  He  chofc 
to  ally  himfelf  by  Marriage  to  this  General, 
that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  op- 
pofe  'Pericles j  whofe  Defigns  he  plainly  faw 
tended  to  alter  the  Laws  of  Solon,  fubvert 
the  Athenian  Conftitution,  and  deftroy  the 
Commonwealth,  that  he  might  from  the  Ruins 
of  it  enrich  himfelf  and  his  Family.  Thu- 
cydides was  a  Man  of  great  Learning,  Cou- 
rage, and  Integrity,  and  is  generally  allow'd 
to  have  been  the  moft  able  Statefman  in  his 
Time.  'Plutarch  himfelf,  who  is  commonly 
a  little  partial  to  the  Perlbn  whofe  Life  he 
is  writing,  is  however  forced  to  allow  in  his 
Life  of  Pericles^  that  Thucydides  was  a  much 
better  Politician. 

These 


*  The  Greek  Word  y^eq^  iignifies  both  Gener  and  Socer  ; 
and  the  Criticks  are  divided  in  their  Opinions. 
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These  were  the  two  Men,  whom,  in  order 
to  get  all  the  Tower  and  Revenues  of  the 
Commonwealth  into  his  own  Hands,  it  was 
abfolutely  neceflary  Tericles  ftiould  ruin. 

He  had  neither  a  Sou/,  nor  a  Fortune > 
large  enough  to  rival  Cimon  in  ads  of  Gene- 
rojity  and  Good-nature :  He  therefore  pre- 
ferred a  Bill  to  divide  all  the  publick  Lands, 
and  the  Money  in  the  Treafury,  among  the 
common  People.  By  this  Tricky  he  corrup- 
ted the  Athenians  with  their  own  Money  ^ 
made  them  furchafe  their  own  (Chains,  and 
got  a  Party  ftrong  enough  to  abolifh  the  Pow- 
er of  the  Areopagites,  and  to  banifli  Cirnon. 

He  pretended  he  had  difcovered  a  'Plot  > 
that  a  Tarty  at  Athens  was  in  the  Laceda- 
monian  Intereft  ;  and  that  Cimon  w*s  the 
Chief  'of  this  Tarty. 

Having,  by  the  Help  of  this  nofb  falfe 
and  wicked  Calumny,  got  rid  of  Cimc;iy  he 
grew  jealous  of  the  moft  confiderable  and 
able  Men  among  his  own  Friends ;  and 
therefore  (according  to  Idomeneus)  with  the 
[  K  ]  moft 
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moil  horrid  Barbarity  and  Ingratitude,  he 
caufed  the  Orator  Ephialtes,  who  had  been 
of  infinite  Service  to  him,  to  be  privately 
ajfajfinated* 

The  Lacedamonian  Army  now  falling  in- 
to Tanagra,  'Pericles  was  obliged  to  march 
againft  them:  When  the  two  Armies  were 
ready  to  engage,  the  baniffied  Cimon  ^  ft  ill 
zealous  for  the  Glory  of  Athens,  came  arm- 
ed, and  ranged  himfelf  as  a  private  Soldier^ 
among  thofe  of  his  own  Tribe.  The  mean 
Jealoujy  of  'Pericles '  could  not  endure  this 
Sight  \  he  thooght  himfelf  Jkre  of  the  Vic- 
tory, and  could  not  bear  to  think  Cimon 
fliould  have  any  Share  in  the  Glory  of  it. 
He  therefore  obliged  him  to  retire.  The 
generous  Cimon  was  more  troubled  at  being 
prevented  from  fighting  for  his  Country,  than 
at  his  being  banifhed  out  of  it.  He  lefc  the 
Army  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes ;  but  before  he 
went  away,  conjured  his  Friends  to  behave 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  all  the  World  might 
be  convinced  how  unjujily  they  were  accufcd 
of  favouring  the  Lacedemonians.  The  Bat- 
tle join'd  ;  The  Athenians  v/ere  defeated  : 
"Pericles  with  a  good  Number  of  his  Friends, 

got 
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got  fafe  to  Athens  :  But  the  Friends  of  Ci~ 
mon,  being  an  Hundred  in  Number,  and 
placing  a  Suit  of  Armour  of  that  General  s 
in  the  midft  of  their  little  Battalion,  that  the 
Sight  of  it  might  make  them  remember  his 
Advice,  fought  with  fo  defperate  a  Courage, 
that  every  Man  of  them  was  flain  upon  the 
Field  of  Battle.  The  Athenians  were  now, 
too  late,  fenfible  how  unjuftly  they  had 
diftrufted  their  gallant  Countrymen,  and 
that  'Pericles  had  only  divided  them  into 
Parties,  that  he  might  himfelf  play  the 
Tyrant  with  the  more  Security. 

The  Athenians  after  this  Battle  were  ob- 
liged to  fue  for  a  Peace,  which  the  Spar- 
tans granted ;  and  gave  Pericles  Leifure  to 
facrifice  the  moft  valuable  Man  that  was 
ftill  left  at  Athens  to  his  Envy  and  Jealoufy. 
He  banilhed  Thucydides  ;  and  now,  as  he  was 
no  longer  afraid  of  the  Man,  who  in  all 
Affemblies  of  the  People,  had  conftantly 
oppofed  him,  he  threw  off  the  Mask  of  Po- 
pularity, gave  way  to  his  natural  Pride 
and  Infolence,  and  affumed  an  unprecedented 
Power  over  the  Commonwealth. 

[K  a]  A 
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A  new  Quarrel  arifing  between  Sparta 
and  Athens,  the  Lacedamonians  fent  an 
Army  into  Attica,  under  the  Command  of 
their  King  'Pliftonax.  Tericles,  who  had  al- 
ready been  beaten  by  the  Spartans,  durft 
not  engage  them  a  fecond  Time.  He  re- 
folved  to  try  if  he  could  not  carry  his  Point 
by  Corruption  as  well  in  the  Field,  as  he 
had  often  done  at  Athens. 

The  King  of  Sparta  was  very  young, 
and  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  wholly  governed 
by  one  Cleandridas  his  Favourite.  Tericles 
having  bribed  this  Man,  the  King  of  Sparta 
was  perfwaded  to  withdraw  his  Army  out  of 
the  Athenian  Territories.  The  Lacedemo- 
nians were  not  ufed  to  fee  their  Armies  re- 
turn home  without  fighting;  they  immedi- 
ately depofed  *  and  banifhed  their  King. 
They  proceeded   to  no   farther  Extremities 

againft 


*  It  was  ufual  with  the  Spartans  to  fine,  to  depofe, 
and  fometimes  even  to -put  their  Kings  to  Death:  I  can- 
not but  prefer  our  own  Conftitution  in  this  Particular, 
by  which  the  Perfons  of  our  Kings  are  declared  Sacred, 
and  their  Minifters  alone  are  made  accountable  for  what 
4s  done  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Publick, 
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againft  their  King  in  Confideration  of  his 
Youth ;  but  his  corrupt  Minifter  Cleandridas 
was  put  to  Death. 

They  now  lent  out  another  Army  under 
the  Command  of  Archidamus,  whom  they  had 
chofen  for  their  King.  'Pericles  could  not 
corrupt  this  Prince,  who  had  no  favourite 
Minifter.  All  he  could  get  from  him  was  a 
difljonourable  Truce,  and  to  obtain  this  Fa- 
vour, he  was  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  ftan- 
dalous  Terms  of  giving  up  feveral  of  the 
Athenian  Territories  to  their  Enemies,  th^ 
Lacedaemonians. 

Pericles  fometime  after  this,  upon  lay* 
ing  his  Accounts  before  the  Athenians  of  the 
publick  Money,  which  all  paiTed  through 
his  Hands,  put  down  in  every  Year  an  hu 
tide  to  this  Effeft :  For  a  certain  neceffary 
Affair  Ten  Talents.  By  his  Creatures  and 
Dependants,  he  perfwaded  the  People  to  pops 
this  Article  in  his  Account,  without  en- 
quiring into  the  Meaning  of  it ;  and,  perhaps, 
this  is  the  firft  Inftance  to  be  found  in  HiC- 
tory  of  Secret-fervice  Money. 

[  K  3  ]  Many 
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Many  People  think  that  he  put  this  Sum 
into  his  own  Pocket  :  Theofhraflus,  and 
other  Authors  fay,  that  he  privately  fent  it 
every  Year  to  fome  of  the  chief  Men  at 
Sparta^  and  by  this  Means  prevented  the 
Lacedamonians  from  declaring  War  againft 
the  Athenians.  If  this  be  true,  he  was  guilty 
of  a  Piece  of  Bafenefs,  which  his  Country- 
men muft  have  highly  refented,  if  they  had 
but  known  it ;  lince  in  fad,  this  was  no- 
thing lefs  than  rendering  Athens  tributary 
to  Sparta.  All  he  got  by  it3  was  to  defer  a 
War  for  a  few  Years,  which  at  length  fell 
much  heavier  upon  the  Athenians,  than  it 
could  have  done  at  this  Time. 

During  the  Truce  with  Sparta^  the 
whole  Revenue  of  the  Commonwealth  ran 
through  the  Hands  of  Pericles.  To  fhew 
the  People  he  did  fomething  with  it,  he 
fet  about  feveral  publick  Buildings,  which 
were  rather  Ornaments  to  the  City,  than 
really  NeceJ/ary.  He  fcjuandered  away  a 
prodigious  Sum  upon  thefe  Buildings,  and 
upon  Statues  and  Paintings  to  adorn  them. 
,The  Athenians  in  general  were  highly  dif. 

pleafed 
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pleafed  at  this  Proceeding.  Their  Murmurs 
grew  fo  loud  a°t  laft,  that  Pericles  found  it 
neceflary  to  call  an  Ajfembly  of  the  People, 
and  give  them  fome  Satisfaction.  He  asked 
then),  If  they  thought  he  had  laid  out  too 
much  Money  upon  the  public  k  Buildings  ? 
The  People  unanimouily  anfwered,  A  great 
deal  too  much.  Very  well,  fays  Pericles,  I 
will  therefore  be  at  the  Expence  of  all  thefe 
Buildings :  But  then,  Gentlemen*  Ton  muft 
allow  me  to  clap  my  own  Name  upon  them, 
and  to  dedicate  them  my  felf 

The  Athenians  in  general  were  ex- 
treamly  fond  of  fine  Buildings.  Thefe  were 
truly  beautiful ;  for  Pericles  had  employed 
the  moil  celebrated  Workmen  in  all  Greece. 
His  fudden  and  unexpected  Propofal  piqued 
the  Pride  of  the  Athenian  People.  This 
Paffion  ran  away  with  their  'Difcretion : 
They  cried  out  to  him  to  finifti  the  Build- 
ings at  the  Expence  of  the  Publick  •  and 
Pericles  took  care  to  take  them  at  their 
Word.  This  Stratagem  has  been  much  ad- 
mired by  fome  ancient  Authors,  and  the 
Magnanimity  both  of  Pericles  and  the  Athe- 
nians r  has  been  highly  commended.  With 
[K4]  Sub- 
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Submiffion,  I  think  this  moft  impudent  Pro- 
pofal  was  a  plain  Demonftration  of  what  im- 
menfe  Sums  he  had  robbed  the  Publick  -,  and 
I  am  furprized,  that  fo  difcerning  a  People  as 
the  Athenians  did  not  take  it  in  this  Light, 
It  is  certain  that  'Pericles  was  not  one  of  the 
richefl  Men  in  Athens,  when  he  came  into 
publick  Bufinefs:  And  it  may  be  proved 
from  Hiftory,  that  thefe  Buildings  had  al- 
ready coft  almoft  Four  Thoufand  Talents,  a 
prodigious  Sumy  efpecially  in  thofe  Days. 

P£Ricles  having  obtained  his  Truce  from 
the  Lacedemonians ■,  undertook  that  notable 
Expedition  againft  Samos,  upon  which  he 
ever  afterwards  fo  much  _  valued  himfelf. 
The  Cau/e  of  his  declaring  War  againft  the 
Samians,  was  the  moft  fcandalous  that  can 
be  imagined.  He  fell  upon  that  unhappy 
People  purely  at  the  Requeft  of  Afpajta. 
This  Woman,  who  was  a  Milejian,  had  a  good 
deal  of  Wit,  joined  to  a  moft  confummate 
AJfurance,  and  fo  fluent  a  Way  of  Talking, 
that  even  Socrates  himfelf,  and  fome  of 
the  wifeft  Men  in  Athens,  were  now  and 
then  well  enough  pleafed  to  hear  her  prate. 
She  got  her  living  by  having  conftantly  a 

Parcel 
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Parcel  of  young  Wenches  about  her,  and 
keeping  the  moft  notorious  Brothel  in  all  the 
City.  We  may  fee  by  the  laft  of  Theo- 
phraf/us's  Characters,  that  this  Trade  was 
no  lefs  fcandalons  among  the  Athenians, 
than  it  is  at  prefent  with  us. 

Pericles  had  kept  company  with  Afpa- 
Jia  for  fome  Years,  and  was  thought,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  to  have  learnt  his 
Eloquence  from  her.  At  laft,  to  pleale  her, 
he  put  away  his  own  Wife,  a  Lady  of 
Merit  and  Virtue,  and  in  the  Sight  of  all 
Athens  married  this  profligate  Strumpet. 
The  Samians  were  at  War  with  the  Mile* 
Jians.,  for  the  Maftery  of  Triene,  when  Af- 
pajia  obliged  Pericles  to  fail  upon  the  Sa- 
mians, in  favour  of  her  Countrymen.  He 
put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  the  Athenian 
Army  upon  this  fhameful  Expedition.  The 
Samians  made  a  brave  Defence  for  fome 
Time  ;  but  being  already  weakened  by  the 
Milejians^  and  unable  to  refill  the  moft  pow- 
erful Republick  in  all  Greece^  their  City 
was  at  laft  taken.  'Duris,  who  was  himfelf 
a  Samian,  and  whom  Cicero  commends  for 
a  diligent  Hiftorian,  fays,  that  Tericles  ufed 

the 
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the  unhappy  Samians  with  the  utmoft  In* 
humanity ;  that  he  ordered  great  Numbers 
of  them  to  be  fattened  to  Planks  ;  where,  af- 
ter they  had  languifhed  for  Ten  Days  to- 
gether,  he  commanded  them  to  be  flain,  and 
their  dead  Bodies  to  be  flung  out  unburied 
into  the  Fields  and  Streets.  This  laft  Cir- 
cumftance  was  reckoned  among  the  Greeks 
to  be  the  utmoft  Degree  of  Cruelty. 

Upon  his  Return  to  Athens  from  this 
notable  Expedition,  he  publickly  boafted,  (if 
we  may  believe  Ion?)  that  he  was  a  better 
General  than  Agamemnon^  becaufe,  forfboth, 
he  had  taken  Santos  in  lefs  than  Ten  Tears. 
He  got  the  Athenian  Ladies  to  crown  him 
publickly  with  Garlands,  as  they  ufed  to 
crown  thofe  Champions,  who  won  the 
Prizes  at  the  Oiympick  Games.  At  this 
Ceremony,  Elpinice,  Sifter  of  the  generous 
Cimonj  whom  we  have  already  mentioned, 
had  the  Courage  to  mortify  his  ridiculous 
Vanity :  Stepping  up  to  him  with  a  Garland 
in  her  Hand,  as  if  fhe  had  been  going  to 
place  it  on  his  Head,  'Pericles^  fays  Ihe, 
thefe  notable  Exploits  of  yours  do  moft  cer- 
tainly deferve  all  our  Chaplets :    Ton  have 

/pilt 
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/pit  the  Blood  of  the  Athenians,  not  like 
my  Brother  Cimon,  in  a  War  againfl  the  Per- 
fians  and  Phoenicians  (our  old  Enemies  and 
Barbarians)  but  to  ruin  a  Grecian  City, 
our  ancient  Ally,  and  deft %  ended  from  us. 
This  Reproach  was  too  juft  to  admit  of  a  fb- 
lid  Anfwer.  'Pericles  made  her  no  other 
Reply,  than  by  repeating  a  Verfe  out  of  Ar- 
chilocus,  the  Senfe  of  which  is, 

Ton  jhould  not  drefs  and  faint  at  the fe  Tears. 

This  was  the  moft  brutifh  and  unmannerly 
Thing  he  could  have  faid  to  a  Lady,  who 
but  a  few  Years  before  had  been  thought  one 
of  the  fineft  Women  in  all  Greece,  and  was 
the  moft  celebrated  Toaji  in  Athens :  It  was 
almoft  calling  her  in  direct  Terms  an  old  fVo- 
man. 

The  Ruin  of  Samos  was  not  the  only 
Thing  in  which  Pericles  ftiewed  how  little 
he  valued  the  Lives  of  his  Fellow-Citizens, 
in  Comparifon  of  the  Intereft  of  his  Family, 
or  his  own  mean  Jealoufy  and  private  Re- 
venge :  He  preferred  a  Bill,  and  perfuaded 
the  People  of  Athens  to  pafs  it  into  a  Law, 

that 
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that  none  fhould  be  efteemed  true  Citizens, 
but  fuch  whofe  Parents  were  both  of  them 
Athenians.  By  Virtue  of  this  Law,  -about 
five  thoufand  innocent  Perfons,  at  once,  not 
only  loit  the  Freedom  of  the  City,  but  were 
fold  for  Slaves  \  a  Puniftiment  more  fevere 
than  "Death  irfelf.  The  only  Defign  of  'Pe- 
ricles, in  getting  this  Law  palled,  was  to  fa- 
tisfy  his  Jealoufy  by  the  Ruin  of  that  great 
General  Cimon,  and  his  Family.  Cimon's  Mo- 
ther was  the  Daughter  of  Olorus,  King  of 
Thrace  ;  and  he  himfelf  had  married  a  Lady 
of  Clitorium,  by  whom  he  had  two  Sons. 

PERICLES  had  feveral  Sons  by 
his  own  Wife,  an  Athenian  Lady,  when  he 
got  this  Law  paffed  ;  but  Providence  having 
fome  Time  after  deprived  him  of  thofe  Chil- 
dren, he  brought  in  a  Bill,  and  perfwaded  the 
People  to  repeal  that  Law  which  he  himfelf 
had  been  the  Author  of,  (and  by  which  fb 
many  innocent  Perfons  had  fuffered,)  for  no 
other  Reafon,  but  that  he  might  inroll  a 
baftard  Son,  by  his  own  Name,  in  the  Regis- 
ter of  Athenian  Citizens. 

It 
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It  hath  already  been  obferved,  how  after 
the  Banilhment  of  Thucydides^  Tericles  had 
fubverted  the  Athenian  Conftitution ;  the  Prae- 
torial   Power,    which  before  was  anmial^  he 
now  exercifed  confiantly  and  aione,  and  had 
brought  it  to  that  Height,  that  ic  was  with- 
out Bounds.     To  avoid  a  War  with  the  La- 
cedemonians, he  had  given  up  Part  of   the 
Athenian  Territories,  and  feen  his  Country 
long  infulted  in  the  moft  dishonourable  Man- 
ner.    At  laft,  purely  for  his  own  Intereji 
he  engaged  his  Country  in  a  War  with  as  lit- 
tle Judgment  as  he  had  before  prevented  their 
relenting  the  Injuries  they  receiv'd.     All  the 
publick    Revenues   had   paffed  through  his 
Hands  for  a  confiderable  Time  ;   and  he  had 
increased  the  Taxes  to  at  leaft  one  third  more 
than  Arijiides  the  Jufl  had  fettled  them  at. 
The  People  at  lait  refolved  to  make  him  give 
an  Account  what  he  had  done  with  fo  great 
a  Sum  of  publick  Money.     Perhaps,  though 
no  Hiftory  fays  fb,  they  now  began  to  reflect 
upon  the  modeft  Offer  he  had  made  them,  to 
lay  down  about  four  thoufand  Talents,  at 
once,  out  of  what  he  called  his  own  Money. 
It  was  impoflible  for  him  to  give  a  fair  and 

honeft 


142        A  Letter 

honeft  Account  how  he  had  expended  thofe 
prodigious  Sums  he  had  received  ^  and  yet 
he  found  it  abfoltitely  necefTary  to  lay  fome- 
thing  in  the  Shape  of  an  Account  before  the 
People. 

While  he  was  under  this  Perplexity,  Al- 
cibiades,  who  was  his  near  Relation,  and  to 
whom  he  was  Guardian,  came  one  Day  to 
his  Houfe  ;  but  was  told  by  his  Servant,  That 
he  could  not  pojfflbly  fee  his  Majier^  who  was 
bufy  in  making  up  his  Accounts  to  lay  before 
the  Teople.  Hark  you,  Friend,  (fays  this 
Urchin,who  feemed  born  to  do  Mifchief,)  tell 
your  Mafler  from  me,  that  I  am  forry  to 
hear  he  is  no  better  employed ;  he  ought  to 
be  contriving  how  to  give  in  no  Accounts  at 
all.  The  Servant  did  as  he  was  ordered,  and 
delivered  this  gracelefs  Meffage  to  his  Maf 
ter.  A  wicked  Mind  is  always  fufceptible 
of  wicked  Advice  ;  and  Socrates  ufed  to  fay, 
that  1 II  Counfe I  was  very  foon  at  its  Journey's 
End.  Pericles  immediately  took  the  Hint  his 
hopeful  Pupil  had  given  him  :  He  threw  afide 
his  Papers,  and  refolved  to  find  out  fome  other 
Bufinefs  for  the  Athenians,  than  to  look  over 
his  Accounts.  In  a  Word,  he  determined  to 
G  fling 
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fling  every  Thing  into  Confufion,  and  rather 
ruin  his  Country,  than  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
called  to  an  Account  for  all  the  publick  Mo- 
ney he  had  embezzled. 

The  Method  which  firft  occurred  to  him, 
was,  to  light  up  a  bloody  and  dangerous  War 
againft  the  Lacedemonians  ;  thofe  very  Peo- 
ple whom  he  had  formerly  feared  to  encoun- 
ter, from  whom  he  had  bought  a  difhonou- 
rable  Truce  and  whofe  Armies,  to  the 
Scandal  of  the  Athenian  State,  he  had 
tamely  fuffered  to  over-run  Attica. 

The  Lacedemonians  at  this  Time  were 
not  in  a  Difpofition  to  quarrel.  Their  King 
Archidamus  did  all  in  his  Power  to  prevent 
a  Rupture,  and  fent  Three  AmbaiTadors  to 
Athens  to  this  Purpofe ;  but  'Pericles,  who 
determined  to  fet  Fire  to  the  War,  to  pre- 
vent an  Impeachment  againft  himfelf,  was 
now  the  only  Athenian  who  would  nor  hear 
of  'Peace.  Thus  was  the  PelofiGnnefian  War 
kindled,  which  ended  in  the  Taking  of 
Athens,  the  Deftrudion  of  their  Common- 
wealth, and  fubje&ed  that  miferable  People 

to 


144       ^Letter 

to  the  Power  of  thirty  Tyrants •,  who  were 
placed  over  them  ;  and  by  whom  the  divine 
Socrates  was  put  to  Death,  for  enveighing 
againft  their  Cruelty  and  OppreJJion. 

When  this  War  firft  broke  out,  the  Athe- 
nians foon  became  fenfible  how  neceffary  it 
is  even  for  States^  as  well  as  private  Ter- 
fbns,  to  preferve  their  Reputation.     The  ma- 
ny Infults  they  had  tamely  iuffered  of  late 
Years  from   the  Lacedaemonians,  had  quite 
effaced  the  Memory  of  their  Victories  under 
the  Condud  of  the  illuflrious  Cimon  ;   and 
the  Grecian  Cities,  generally  fpeaking,  took 
Part  with  the  Spartans,  who  had  ftill  main- 
tained the  Reputation  of  their  Military  Vir- 
tue.    Pericles,  though  he  had  been  the  lole 
Author  and  Promoter  of  this  War,  durft  not 
look  his  Enemies  in  the  Face  :   He  kept  his 
Army  within  the  Walls  of  Athens  :    The 
Country  People  likewife  ran  thither  for  Pro- 
tection ;   and   fuch   a   Multitude  of  Perfons 
cooped  up  together,    produced  that  terrible 
Plague,  of  which  Thucydides  has  given  us  fo 
full  a  Defcription,  and  which  gave  Occafion 
to  that  excellent  Poem  compofed  by  one  of 

our 
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our   own  *  Countrymen,  and   entitled,  The 
¥iague  0/ Athens. 

The  moft  mortifying  Circumftance  in  the 
Deftruction  of  the  Athenian  Commonwealth, 
was,  that  they  were  vanquifhed  at  Sea  in 
that  Battle  which  decided  their  Fate.  They 
had  been,  till  that  Time,  ever  reckoned  the 
Maflers  of  the  Sea:  The  Tiraum^  which 
joined  their  City,  was  the  moft  celebrated 
Harbour  in  all  Greece  ;  and  at  the  Beginning 
of  this  War,  they  had  a  Fleet  of  no  lefs  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Ships* 

Such  were  the  Confequences  of  Tericles's 
Adminiftration,  who  maintained  himfelf  in 
Power  the  longeft  of  any  State/man  at  A- 
thens  ;  and  by  the  Help  of  an  immoderate 
Ajfurance,  and  a  fluent  Way  of  prating,  had 
talked  himfelf  up  to  the  Head  of  Affairs, 
and  deprived  the  Commonwealth  of  her  moft 
valuable  Citizens. 

There  is  one  T  articular  in  the  Chara&er 

of  this  Man,  which,  fince  I  omitted  to  men- 

[  L  ]  tion 

*Dr.  Sprat,  Bifhop  of  Roc heft tr. 
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tion  in  its  proper  Place,  I  fhall  take  notice 
of  here.  I  cannot  find,  that  during  the  whole 
Time  of  his  Ihameful  Adminiftration,  in  a 
City  the  moft  celebrated  in  the  World  for 
Arts  and  Sciences,  he  ever  preferred,  or  did 
one  generous  Thing  for  a  Man  of  Tarts  and 
Learning  :  There  is  the  moft  fcandalous 
Injiance  of  his  behaving  in  a  contrary  Man- 
ner, which  can,  perhaps,  be  met  with  in  all 
Hiftory. 

If  he  had  any  ^earning,  or  any  Thing  elfe 
truly  Valuable  in  him,  it  is  confefTed  that  he 
owed  it  to  his  Tutor  Anaxagoras. 

This  great  Philofopher,  though  born  to  a 
good  Paternal  Eftate,  fuffered  it  to  lie  like  a 
Common,  to  be  grazed  by  his  Neighbour's 
Cattle,  and  made  no  private  Advantage  of 
it.  He  applied  himfelf  wholly  to  his 
Studies;  and  we  are  told  that  the  Gre- 
cians had  fo  great  an  Opinion  of  his  Wif- 
domy  that  they  commonly  called  him  Nas, 
that  is,  Mind;  Intelligence,  or  Vnder- 
Jlanding. 
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He  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  of  all 
the  Philofophers,  who,  inftead  of  afcribing 
the  Formation  of  the  World  either  to  Chance 
or  Necejfity,  undertook  to  demonftrate,  from 
the  wonderful  Beauty  and  Order  of  all  its 
Parts,  that  the  Difpofttion  of  them  muft 
have  been  the  Work  of  a  Wife  and  Intelli- 
gent Being  ;  and  perhaps  this  particular  Te- 
net, as  well  as  his  own  Wifdom,  might  ac- 
quire him  the  Sirname  of  N&. 

Anaxagoras  had  not  only  inftru&ed 
'Pericles  in  Philofophy,  but  had  frequently 
affifted  him  with  his  Advice  in  his  greater!: 
Difficulties  as  a  Counfellor  of  State.  Pm- 
cles,  to  fliew  his  Gratitude,  while  the  Wealth 
of  Greece  ran  every  Year  through  his 
Hands,  and  while  he  daily  laid  out  fuch  im- 
menfe  Sums  upon  Ti£luresy  Statues,  and 
Buildings,  fuffered  this  great  Man  to  want 
even  the  common  Necejjaries  of  Life.  The 
Philofbpher  had  a  Soul  too  big  to  ask :  He 
refolved  toftarve  himfelf  and  to  this  pur- 
pofe  lay  down  upon  the  Ground,  and  cover- 
ed his  Heady  as  it  was  cuftomary  with  the 
[  L  2  1  Ancients 
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Anciertts  *  to  do,  when  fome  great  Misfor- 
tune had  made  them  weary  of  Life,  and 
they  had  determined  to  die.  This  Piece  of 
News  was  foon  carried  to  Pericles.  To 
prevent  the  Cenfure  of  the  World,  he  im- 
mediately ran  to  his  old  Tutor  :  He  pre- 
tended to  lament  over  him  in  the  moft  Paf- 
fionate  Manner,  but  to  be  chiefly  concerned 
at  his  own  loofing  fo  wife  and  able  a  Coun- 
fellon  The  Philofopher  hearing  this,  was 
no  longer  able  to  endure  the  Complaint  of 
fuch  a  Monfter  of  Ingratitude  and  Hypo- 
crijy :  He  unmuffled  himfelf j  and  difcover- 
ing  his  meagre  Face,  'Pericles,  fays  he,  a 
Man  who  wants  the  Light  of  a  Lamp,  takes 
care,  at  leaf,  to  fupply  it  with  Oil.  Intima- 
ting, in  an  handfome  Manner,  that  if  he 
would  have  had  him  live,  he  ought  to  have 
allowed  him  a  proper  Maintenance.  He 
vouchfafed  to  fay  nothing  more  to  his  worth- 
lefi  Pupil. 

Socrates 


Nam  male  re  gefta  cum  veil  em  mitt  ere  operto 
Me  Capite  in  F lumen Hor, 


Caput  glauco  contexit  amifiu, 


Mult  a  gemem,  ■-  *u  "       ■■  \  Vjrg. 
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Socrates,  who  was  not  only  one  of  the 
wifefi,   but  perhaps  the  beft  of  meer  Men, 
that  ever  appeared  in  the  World,  was  like- 
wife  Cotemporary  with  Pericles.     Socrates 
had  feveral  very  great  Men  for  his  Difciples, 
among  whom   were  Tlato  and  *  Xenofhon. 
Yet  I  cannot  find  that  our  wort  hie fs  Statef- 
ma7iy    with  all  his  Pretenfions  to  Eloquence^ 
ever  took  the  leaft  Notice  of  any  of  them. 
He  might  poffibly  be  afraid  that  fuch  Men, 
if  he  had  converted   familiarly  with   them, 
would  foon  fee  through  him  ;  and  yet  I  do 
not  think  that  this  is  a  fufficient  Explanation 
of  his  Conduft.     I  know  not  whether  I  have 
not  hit  upon  the  true  Reafon  of  it :  I  have 
already  defcribed  Pericles  to  be  a  Man  full 
of  the  molt  mean  and  pitiful  Jealoujies.  I  have 
[  L  3  ]  already 


*  Xenophon  was  not  only  one  of  the  greateft  Scho- 
lars, but  one  of  the  greateft  Generals  of  his  Age.  His 
Cyropadia  is  a  convincing  Proof  of  his  Genius  and 
Learning;  and  his  Retreat  from  Babylon  after  the  Death 
of  Cyrus,  at  the  Head  of  Ten  thoufand  Greeks,  through 
fo  many  vaft  Countries  belonging  to  his  Enemies,  is 
the  molt  celebrated  Exploit  of  that  kind  in  ail  Hiitory. 
We  are  told,  that  Mark  Anthony,  in  his  Retreat  out  of 
Parthia,  when  he  faw  fo  many  or  his  Men  killed  by 
the  Barbarians,  ufed  to  cry  out,  Oh !  the  Ten  Thoufand, 
the  Ten  Thoufand !  in  Remembrance  of  this  famous  Re- 
treat of  Xenophon  s. 
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already  obferved,  how  ftrongly  his  pernici- 
ous Meafures  were  oppofed  by  the  great  and 
learned  Thucydides :  I  find  befides,  that  an- 
other learned  Man^  and  celebrated  Author , 
had  a  Right  to  at  leaft  half  the  Reputation 
of  the  moft  glorious  Campaign  Pericles  ever 
made ;  and  that  he  was  twice  foundly  beaten 
at  Sea  by  an  eminent  Philofopher. 

Plutarch  exprefly  tells  us,  that  the  moft 
fuccefsful  of  all  Pericles 's  Expeditions,  and 
which    gave  the     Athenians    moft     Satif- 
fa&ion,  was   that  in  which  he  failed  round 
the  Peloponnefus.     I  cannot  find  that  any 
confiderable  Battle  was  fought  during  this 
Expedition  ;  however,  the  Spartan  Territories 
were  fufficiently  harrafled,   and  a  great  Part 
of  Achaia  reduced.     But  then  there  is  a  cer- 
tain Circumftance,  which,  though  Plutarch 
takes  no  notice  of,  we  learn  fufficiently  from 
other  Authors,   viz,.    That  Sophocles ',  that 
celebrated  Writer  of  Tragedies,  (who  over- 
came JEfchilus  in  a  folemn  Contention,  and 
fome  of  whofe  Pieces  are  come  down  to  us,) 
"was  made  General,  and  had  an  equal  Com- 
mand with  Pericles  in  this  Expedition,  both 
over  the  Fleet,  and  the  Land  Forces  which 

were 
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were  on  Board  it.  The  Athenian  Fleet  di- 
vided when  they  came  to  Peloponnefus^ 
and  a&ed  in  two  diflind:  Squadrons ;  Sopho- 
cles commanded  one  of  thefe  Squadrons, 
and  Pericles  the  other ;  fo  that  Sophocles  had 
at  leaft  a  Right  to  one  half  of  the  Reputa- 
tion which  was  acquired  in  this  Fortunate 
Campaign.  * 

The  focond  Fad,  I  mentioned,  is  related 
by  Ariftotle,  who  was  Plato's  Scholar,  and  li- 
ved immediately  after  Pericles.  Arijtotle  fays, 
That  Pericles  was  found ly  beat  in  two  feveral 
Engagements  at  Sea  by  Meliffus,  who  was 
one  of  the  greateft  Philofophers  in  Greece, 
and  whom  the  Samians  had  made  their  Ge- 
neral. When  Pericles  was  thus  beaten,  he 
had  the  fole  Command  of  the  Athenian  Fleet 
and  Army :  He  was  not  then  affifled  by  the 
Condud  and  Courage  of  the  celebrated 
Sophocles. 

[L  4]  Is 


*  Igitur  Athenienfes  adverfus  tantam  tempeftatem  belli, 
duos  duces  deligunt,  Periclem  [pedat<s  virtutis  virumy  & 
Sophoclem Scr'iptorem'XragKAiariimi:  qui  divifo exercitu,  & 
Spartanorum  agros  vaftaverunt,  &  mult  as  Achai<e  civi- 
tates  Athenienjium  imperio  adjecerunt.  JUST.  Cicero 
Hkewife,  and  other  Authors,  take  notice  of  Sophacles\ 
being  General  in  this  Expedition. 
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If  we  reflect  upon  the  natural  Temper  of 
'Pericles,  full  of  the  meaneft  Jealou/y,  and 
then  confider  the  feveral  Fads  I  have  juft 
mentioned,  it  will  perhaps  not  appear  fo  very 
ftrange,  that  he  fhould  have  fo  ftrong  an 
Antipathy  to  Men  of  Tarts  and  Learning. 

It  is  time  I  fliould  fhew  in  what  Manner, 
even  in  the  Height  of  his  arbitrary  Admi- 
niflration,  and  amidft  all  his  Power  and 
Greatnefs,  the  Athenian  Writers  took  the 
Liberty  to  fpeak  of  him. 

The  Wits  of  Athens  ^  in  regard  of  the 
tyrannical  Power  he  had  aflumed,  commonly 
called  him  Pififtratus,  which  was  the  Name 
of  a  famous  Tyrant  who  once  reigned  in 
Athens,  They  likewife  branded  his  Crea- 
tures and  Tools  with  the  odious  Title  of  the 
Pififlratides.  A  Comick  Poet,  called  Tele- 
elides,  upbraids  his  Countrymen  the  Athe- 
nians in  one  of  his  Pieces,  for  Tamely  Juf- 
fering  one  worthlefs  Fellow  to  dijpofe  of  all 
the  fublick  Money ;  to  affront  fuch  of  their 
Allies  as  he  thought  fit  >  to  make  Peace  or 
War  at  his  own  cDifcretion  s  and  finally,  to 
R  have 
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have  it  in  his  Tower  to  ruin  the  Common- 
wealth, in  order  to  gratify  his  own  private 
Revenge,  or  (hamefitl  Avarice.  In  another 
of  his  Plays  he  names  him  without  the  leaft 
Ceremony,  and  fays,  that  At  prefent  he  is 
hardly  able  to  fupport  the  Weight  of  his  own 
monftrous  Head,  and  does  not  know  which 
Way  to  turn  himfelf  amidji  the  Confufion  in- 
to which  his  Folly  has  brought  the  Affairs 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Cratinus,  another  Writer,  in  his  Play, 
called  The  Chirons,  fpeaking  oiTericles,  fays, 
That  Time  andF action  had  begot  thismon- 
JirQus  Tyrant.  In  his  Play,  called  Nemejis, 
he  addreffes  himfelf  to  him,  and  cries  in  a 
bitter  Sarcafm  ;  "Deliver  us  out  of  our  pre- 
fent  Confufwns,  O  thou  that  art  blejfed  with 
a  monjirous  Head  ! 

The  fame  Author  introduces  him  upon 
the  Stage  in  his  Play,  called  The  Thracian 
Women,  and  makes  another  Perfon  fpeak  of 
him  to  this  Effect ;  Here  comes  our  Jobber- 
headed  Pericles :  His  ill-fyaped  Noddle  is  at 
prefent  big  with  a  Tlan  for   his  Mufick- 

Room : 
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Room :  Help  *  Lucina,  that  it  may  be  fafely, 
delivered  of  this  notable  Project,  fo  much 
for  the  Service  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Another  Writer  fpeaking  of  him,   fays, 
All  the  Confufions  we  are  at  prefent  in,  are 
entirely  owing  to  the  over-grown  Noddle  of 
this  prating  empty  Fellow  Pericles. 

The  Reader,  that  he  may  take  the  full 
Force  of  thefe  Jefts,  ought  to  be  informed, 
that  Pericles  had  an  Head  of  an  uncommon 
Shape,  and  bigger  than  moil  other  Mens. 

In  order  to  hide  this  'Deformity,  he  made 
all  his  flattering  Painters  and  Statuaries  re- 
prefent  him  with  his  Helmet  on,  in  their 
'Pictures  and  Bufls.  The  Athenian  Wits 
obferving  his  ridiculous  Tendernefs  in  this 
Point,  fell  upon  him  the  more  unmercifully. 

They  called  him  X^voag'tpaAo?,  or  Squill- 
Tat  e ;  and  in  moftof  thofe  Jells  which  they 

made 


*  Lucina  was  the  Goddefs  to  whom  the  Women  in 
Child-bed  addrcffcd  themfelves  for  an  eafy  and  happy 
Delivery.  The  Form  of  invocating  this  Deity  was  ufually 
in  thefe  Words ;  Lucimfer  opem  I  Help,  0  Lucina ! 
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made  upon  his  Condud  and  Politicks,  and 
which  are  come  down  to  us,  there  is  fome 
Allufion  to  his  great  Head,  which  they  of- 
ten obferve  had  but  little  in  it :  In  thefe 
Jefts,  in  the  Greek,  there  is  what  the  French 
call  a  Jeu  de  Mots,  an  Allufion  to  the  Word 
xgpaAw,  or  scapw,  an  Head,  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  preferve  in  any  Tranflation. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  mention  all  the 
bitter  Things  that  were  faid  of  him  by  feve- 
ral  Athenian  Writers.  The  Comick  Poets 
brought  him  upon  the  Stage  in  almoft  every 
Play ;  and  made  no  Scruple  to  expofe  his 
ridiculous  Schemes  and  'Politicks  in  the  Man- 
ner they  deferved.  Hermipfus,  in  a  Copy  of 
Lyrick  Verfes,  bitterly  upbraids  him  for 
Tying  up  the  Hands  of  his  Countrymen,  and 
forcing  them  to  fit  Jiillj  while  they  were 
infulted  and  robbed  by  their  Neighbours, 
He  addreffes  himfelf  to  the  Pacifick  States- 
man after  this  Manner;  Why,  O  King  of 
*  Satyrs,   art  thou  afraid  to   unjheath  the 

Sword  ! 


*  Hermippus  called  him  the  King  of  Satyrs,  from  his 
Lufl  :  He  is  reported  by  the  Help  of  his  Money,  and 
the  Virtuous  Afpafia ,  to  have  had  fome  of  the  fined 
Women  In  Athens, 
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Sword  l  All  thy  Valour  feems  to  lie  in  thy 
Tongue :  To  hear  thee  talk  with  fo  confum- 
mate  an  Affurance,  andfo  much  Intrepidity, 
a  Man  would  imagine  thou  hadft  as  much 
Courage  as  *  Teles  himfelf  whilft>  in  Reality y 
thou  tremble  ft  at  the  Sight  of  a  naked  Sword: 
Thy  mean  Soul  fo  udders  at  the  Thoughts  of 
War j  though  the  Valhnt  \  Cleon  endea- 
vours daily  to  rouze  thee  up>  and  is  impa- 
tient to  be  in  Arms,  and  to  revenge  the 
Wrongs  of  his  injured  Country* 

Pericles,  however  nettled,  was  forced 
to  hear  all  thefe  fevere  Truths  ;  and  though 
he  had  abolifhed  the  Power  of  the  Areopa- 
gites,  the  moft  venerable  Council  and  Tri- 
bunal in  the  World,  though  he  had  fub- 
verted  the  Athenian  Conftitution,  and  tram- 
fled  upon  their  Liberties,  he  never  durft 
proceed  to  the  laft  Degree  of  Tyranny,  and 
attempt  the  laying  a  Reftraint  upon  their 
Pens.  He  was  probably  afraid  they  would 
never  have  endured  to  fee  themfelves  made 

fuch 


*  A  Man  famous  for  his  perfonal  Courage. 

f  This   Cleon  came  at  laft  to   be    General  of  the 

Athenians. 
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fuch  abfolute  and  compleat  Slaves  in  the 
Eyes  of  all  Greece;  and  therefore  would 
not  take  from  them  this  Shadow  of  their  an- 
cient Liberty,  for  fear  of  provoking  them 
to  the  moft  defter  ate  and  violent  Meafures. 

Cleon  and  Alcibiades  were  afterwards,  in 
the  Height  of  their  Power,  treated  in  the 
fame  free  Manner  by  the  Athenian  Wits 
and  Writers.  Their  Vices  and  ill  Conduct, 
as  they  related  to  the  Tublick,  were  expofed 
on  the  Tublick  Stage  by  Aripfhanes,  and 
others. 

If  your  Majefty  fhould  infer  from  what 
I  have  {aid,  that  the  Athenians  were  an  un- 
polite  ill-judging  Audience,  and  that  they 
encouraged  the  utmoft  Licentioufnefs  in  their 
Dramatick  Writers  •  I  beg  leave  to  tell  your 
Majefty  two  fhort  Stories,  which  may  pof- 
fibly  alter  your  Opinion. 

An  Athenian  Poet,  drawing  the  Character 
of  an  avaricious  and  rapacious  Man  in  one 
of  his  Plays,  had  made  him  fay,  that  He 
-valued  his  Money  more  than  his  Country  or 
bis  Friends.    The  Athenians  were  fo  ftruck 

with 
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with  Horror  at  this  Sentiment,  that  to  flievv 
their  Difpleafure,   the  whole  Audience  im- 
mediately  rofe   up,    and   refolved  to   leave 
the  Theatre ;  when  the  Author  of  the  Play, 
who  was  behind  the  Scenes,  came  out  upon 
the  Stage  and  told  them,  That  No  Body  could 
be  more  fenfible  than  himfelf  of  the  Vile- 
nefs  of  that  Sentiment,  at  which  they  had 
exprejfed  their  'Dijlike  s   and  that  he  only 
entreated  they  would  fay  to  fee  that  Villain 
thoroughly  punifhedj    who    was  capable  of 
uttering  fuch   a  Sentence.     The   Audience 
were  prevailed  upon  by  this  handfome  Apo- 
logy to  take  their  Seats  again;  and  faw,  with 
great  Satisfaction,  full  'Poetical  Jujiice  exe- 
cuted upon  a  Wretch  who  had  broached  fuch 
a  Maxim,  as,  in  the  Opinion   of  this  wife 
People,  muft  be  deftru&ive  to  any  Govern- 
ment. 

I  shall  give  one  Inftance  more  of  the 
Tafte  and  Judgment  of  an  Athenian  Au- 
dience. 

At   the  firft   Reprefentation  of  one   of 
JEfchilus\  Plays,  the  Theatre  was  fo  crowd- 
ed, that  an  old  Gentleman  who  came  late, 
C  could 
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could  get  no  Place.  He  bullied  about  for 
fome  Time  in  Search  of  one,  to  no  Purpofe, 
till  at  laft  he  came  to  the  moft  confpicuous 
Part  of  the  Theatre,  where  the  Lacedemo- 
nian Ambafladors  fat.  The  Spartans  always 
paid  the  utmoft  Refpedt  to  old  Men :  The 
Ambafladors  therefore,  as  foon  as  ever  they 
faw  this  venerable  Athenian  coming  towards 
them,  rofe  up,  and  feated  him  between  them. 
The  Athenians ',  though  this  A&ion  feemed 
fufficiently  to  refleft  upon  their  own  Beha- 
viour, gave  their  Approbation  of  it  in  fuch 
a  Thunder  of  Applaufe,  that  the  A&ors 
upon  the  Stage  were  obliged  to  flop  for  fe- 
veral  Minutes,  before  they  could  proceed  in 
the  Play. 

If  notwithftanding  what  I  faid,  your  Ma- 
jefty,  and  fome  of  my  Readers,  fliould  think 
the  Athenians  in  the  Wrong,  who,  though 
they  Ihewed  their  Diflike  of  any  Thing  upon 
the  Stage,  which  was  deftru&ive  to  Virtue 
and  Liberty,  would  fit  with  Pleafure  to  hear 
the  Blunders  and  Vices  of  their  Statefmen 
expofed ;  I  only  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I 
do  firmly  believe  there  were  as  JVife,  as 
Greats  and  as  Learned  Men  at  Athens,  as 

any 
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any  to  be  found  at  prefent,  within  the  good 
Cities  of  London  and  JYejlminjler. 

Having  fhewn  in  what  Manner  the  Athe- 
nians enjoyed  the  Liberty  of  the  *  Trefs  > 
let  us  fee  upon  what  Foot  it  flood  at  Rome ; 
and  how  far  the  Romans  were  allowed  either 
to  fpeak  or  write  their  real  Sentiments  of 
Men  and  Things. 

The  great  Cato9  who,  moft  People  feem 
to  think  had  pretty  juft  Notions  about  Free- 
dom and  Liberty,  wrote  a  moft  fevere  Satire 
in  Iambick  Verfe  againft  Metellus  Scipio^ 
upon  the  Account  of  a  private  Injury  he  re- 
ceived from  him :  We  are  told  that  Cato's 
Verfes  equalled  even  thofe  of  f  Archilochus. 

Cicero 


*  I  hope  I  need  not  tell  any  learned  Criticks,  that  I 
know  when  Printing  was  firft  invented,  or  ufed  in  Eu- 
rope-, notwithstanding  which,  I  preiume  to  call  the  Li- 
berty or  Men's  fpeaking,  writing,  and  publilhing  their 
Thoughts,   The  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 

]  Archilochus  firft  invented  this  Iambick  Verfe,  ex- 
treamly  proper  for  Satire  ;  and  with  which  he  made 
Lycambes  hang  himfelf :  From  whence  Ovid,  when  he 
threatens  his  Enemy  Ibis,  that  he  will  write  againft  him 
in  lambicks,  fays, 

Tincta  Lycambcco  f anguine  tela  feram* 
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Cicero  wrote  an  high  Panegyrick  upon 
CatOy  under  the  Diclatorfhip  of  defar :  A 
Panegyrick  upon  Cato,  was  the  fevereft  Sa- 
tire upon  C<efar>  whofe  Meafures  Cato  had 
conftantly  oppofed.  Ctefar  took  it  in  this 
Light :  But  though  he  was  abfolute  Mailer 
of  Rorne^  refented  it  no  otherwife,  than  by 
writing  a  large  and  diftinct  Anfwer  to  iti 
which  he  began  with  telling  his  Readers,  that 
He  hoped  they  would  not  expect  the  fame  Ac- 
curacy of  Stile  from  a  Soldier,  as  from  a 
Man  who  had  made  Eloquence  his  chief 
Study,  and  was  fo  famous  for  excelling  iii 
it.  This  Apology  was  extreamly  artful, 
though  Cafar^  in  Reality,  had  lefs  Occafion 
to  make  ufe  of  it,  than  any  one  Man  in  all 
Rome. 

On  the  very  Day  of  his  Triumph^  and  as 
he  was  riding  in  State  to  the  Capitol,  his 
own  Soldiers  took  the  Liberty  to  fing  under 
his  Nofe,  Romania  cavete  uxores,  moechurn 
calvum  adducimus.  Romans,  take  care  of 
your  Wives  §  we  bring  yqu  home  the  bald 
Adulterer.  This  was  reproaching  him,  in 
the  fame  Breath,  with  that  Vice  he  was  moll 
[  M  ]  addiftcd 
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addi&ed  to,  and  with  a  fort  of  ^Deformity 
which  he  carefully  endeavoured  to  conceal. 
'Tis  well  known,  that  he  received  no  Honour 
the  Senate  decreed  him  with  more  Pleafure, 
than  when  they  allowed  him  conftantly  to 
wear  a  Wreath  of  Laurel,  which  covered 
that  Baldnefs  his  Intenfe  Thinking  had  pro- 
bably brought  upon  him,  fooner  than  it  ufu- 
ally  came  upon  other  Men. 

An  A&ion  of  one  of  Auguftus's  Soldiers, 
is  a  Proof  of  that  fturdy  Liberty  which  the 
Romans  kept  up  under  every  one  of  their 
Emperors,  who  was  not  a  down-right  Ty- 
rant.    AuguftuS)  in  one  of  his  Camps,  was 
terribly    difturbed    every     Night    by    the 
Noife  of  a  Screech-Owl,   that   flew    about 
his   Tent.     He  ordered  it  to  be  pubiifhed, 
that  if  any  of  the  Soldiers   could  catch  this 
troublefome  Creature,  he    fhould   be  hand- 
fomely  rewarded.  A  dexterous  Fellow  found 
out  a  Way  to  take' the  Owl,  and  carried  it  to 
the  Emperor's  Pavilion.     It  ieems,  the  Re- 
ward lent  him  was  much  lefs  than  he  ex- 
pected. The  Fellow,  without  faying  a  Word, 
let   his  Owl  loofe  again ;  and  the  Emperor 
was  entertained  at  Night,  with  his  ufual  Se- 
renade. 
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renadc.  Auguftus  was  fo  far  from  being  an- 
gry at  the  Fellow's  Bluntncfs,  that  he  or- 
dered him  a  good  Sum  of  Money;  and  ever 
after,  when  he  rewarded  Mens  Services,  re- 
membered he  was  Emperor  of  Rome. 

Seneca  wrote  a  very  fevere  Satire  againft 
the  Emperor  Claudius,  for  having  unjuftly 
banifhed  him. 

0  n  e  of  the  beft  and  greateft  of  all  the 
Roman  Emperors  *  being  informed,  that  a 
Satire  was  publifhed  againft  him,  and  per- 
fuaded  to  purufh  the  Author ;  By  no  means, 
(fays  he  :)  If  what  the  Gentleman  has  wrote 
is  falfe  and  groundlefs,  it  will  do  me  no 
harm  ;  if  it  be  true,  I  jhall  hww  how  to  a~ 
mend  my  Errors  by  it. 

1  n  the  latter  Times  of  the  Reman  Em- 
pire, when  Chriftianity  got  Ground,  the 
Liberty  of  the  Trefs  was  carried  to  a  greater 
Height  than  ever  ;  An  indifcreet  Zeal  for 
Religion,  made  fome  Men  of  weak  Heads 
abufe  their  Emperors  in  th'e  molt  grofs  and 
fcurrilous  Terms,  without  either  Wit,  Truth, 
or  Decency.  [  M  x  j  St. 

*  Marcus  Antoninus. 
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St.  Hilary ,  of  ToiEiiers,  wrote  againft  the 
Emperor  Conftantius,  in  fuch  Language,  as 
mariy  a  Porter  would  fcorn  to  make  ufe  of. 

GREGORT  Nazianzen  treats  the  Em- 
peror Julian  in  the  fame  Manner.     It  ap- 
pears from  the  beft  Authorities,    that  Ju- 
lian was  guilty  of  no  notorious  Crime,  be- 
fides   his    quitting    the   Chriftian    Religion, 
which    he   never  fincerely  profefs'd.     This 
Emperor  had  vaft  natural  Parts ;  was  learn- 
ed, valiant,  generous  and  temperate ;  had  an 
unwearied  Application  to  Bufinefs,  an  abfo- 
lute  Command  over  his  Paffions,  a  comely 
Perfon,  and  fomething  extreamly  noble  in  his 
Air  and  Behaviour.     Gregory  wrote  two  In- 
veftives  againft  him,    (which  Canaus  fays, 
he  publifhed  in  the  Emperor's  Life  Time,) 
and  in   which  he   endeavours   to  paint   his 
Prince  as  a  Monfter,  both  in  Body  and  Mind. 
The  good  Man  could  not  fay  his  Emperor 
was  either  hump-back'd,  or  crook-legg'd,  but 
he  made  a  fhift  to  find  out  that  Julian  was 
ever  moving  his  Head,  that  his  Eyes  were 
wandering,  his  Looks  furious,  and  the  Air  of 
his  Face  full  of  Infolence  :  From  which  Marks 

Gregory 
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Gregory  fays,  that  As  foon  as  ever  he  faw 
him,  (they  ftudied  together  at  Athens  J)  he 
was  fure  he  was  the  vilefl  of  Men,  and 
would  never  come  to  any  Good.  He  then 
ufes  his  utmofl  Skill  to  expofe  and  ridicule 
all  his  Prince's  Speeches  and  Writings,  (which 
by-the-by,  moft  Men  of  Tafte  have  fincc 
admired  \  )  and  in  a  Word,  Hicks  at  no  fort 
of  Scurrility.  The  Emperor  made  no  Reply 
to  an  infinite  Number  of  Abufes  of  this  Kind, 
(which  he  met  with  almoft  daily  from  fome 
other  zealous  Chriftians,  as  well  as  from  Gre- 
gory,) but  with  his  own  excellent  ^Pen,  and 
by  a  mild  and  fteady  Government.  His  great 
Soul  fcorned  to  have  Recourfe  to  Cruelty  or 
Violence  ;  and  by  his  a&ing  in  this  Manner, 
he  has  given  a  moft  convincing  Proof*  how 
unjuftly  he  was  charged  with  every  Fault, 
except  his  Apoftacy.  How  far  he  was  guilty 
on  that  Head,  whether  he  acted  upon  world- 
ly Motives,  or  really  followed  the  Direction 
of  his"  Reafon,  is  what  none  but  that  fupreme 
Being  who  knows  all  Things,  and  his  own 
Confcience,  could  fully  determine.  It  is,  I 
think,  allowed  by  the  greateft  Divines  of  all 
Perfuafions,  that  A  Man  is  obliged  to  follow 
the  'Diffatesy  even  of  an  erroneous  Confci- 
ence. [  M  3  ]  I 
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I  shall  only  obferve,  that  the  Behaviour 
of  a  weak  and  a  guilty  Prince,  is  moil  com- 
monly extreamly  different  from  the  Emperor 
Julian's.  When  Luther  fell  fo  fmartly  up- 
on that  filly  Book  which  Harry  the  Eighth 
wrote  againft  him,  and  when  Cardinal  Pool 
foon  after  expofed  the  Cruelties,  Rapine*,  and 
Injujiice  of  this  wicked  King,  in  their  true 
Colours,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  either  of 
thefe  two  Authors,  would  have  paffed  his 
Time  but  very  indifferently,  if  our  Englijb 
Tyrant  could  have  laid  his  Hands  upon 
him. 

Though  I  have  ihewn  in  what  Manner 
the  Roman  Emperors  were  actually  treated, 
I  am  far  from  Justifying  fuch  Behaviour  in 
Subjects  towards  their  Prince.  The  Name 
and  Per  fun  of  a  Prince  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  Things  facred  by  all  his  Subjects.  A 
King  is  of  no  Party.  He  is  the  common  Fa- 
ther of  all  his  People  :  It  is  his  Duty,  Par- 
cere  Subjects ,  &  TDebellare  Super  bos.  I  am 
very  well  pleafed  with  the  Maxim  in  our 
EnglijJj  Law,  That  The  King  himfelf  can 
4o  no  wrwg\  but  fhould  this  Rule  be  ex- 
tended 


to  Cleomenes.         1 67 

tended  to  his  Minijlers,  we  might  prate  a- 
bout  Freedom,  and  brag  of  our  Liberties  ; 
but  there  would  not  be  in  all  Europe,  a 
Nation  of  rribre  abjett  and  ridiculous  Slaves. 

It  mull  be  confeffed,  that  the  Emperor 
Julian  fhewed  an  uncommon  Greatnefs  of 
Mind,  in  pardoning  the  continued  Infolence 
and  Scurrilities  of  thofe  Enthufiafts,  who, 
perhaps,  were  in  themfelves  honeft  and  good 
Men,  and  might  fancy  they  were  ferving 
Godj  while  they  were  abufing  their  Trince. 
It  is  probable  the  Emperor  looked  upon 
their  Proceedings  with  a  generous  Pity  and 
Contempt,  imagining  very  juftly,  that  fuch 
outragious  Railings,  could  do  his  Charader 
no  Injury  with  Men  of  Senfe  and  Judgment. 
And  here  it  cannot  be  improper  to  obferve, 
that  any  Author  who  in  his  Writings  has 
no  manner  of  Regard  to  Truth,  and  breaks 
through  the  eftablifhed  Rules  of  "Decency  and 
good  Manners,  will  do  himfelf  much  more  harm 
than  the  Perfon,  or  Perfbns,  he  writes  againft. 
A  Reader  mull  be  extreamly  dull,  who  is  not 
able  to  diftinguifh  Truth  from  Taffion^  and 
fteafon  from  Refentment. 

[M  4] 
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I  have  already  declared  my  Opinion,  that 
the  Names  and  Terfons  of  Kings  ought  to  be 
looked  upon  as  Things  facred  by  all  their 
Subje&s :  Yet  even  Princes  themfelves  would 
do  well  to  remember,  that  this  profound  Re- 
fpe£i  and  Veneration,    which  is  paid  to  their 
Terfons  by  all  under  Handing  Men,   neither 
can  nor  will  fubfift  after  they  are  dead.     It 
would  be  abolifhing  all  Hiftory  at  once,  if 
the  Characters  and  Aftions  of  Princes,    af- 
ter their  Beceafe,  were  not  to  be  fairly  ex- 
amined., and  faithfully  related.     Even  thofe 
of  their  own  Family,  if  they  are  Perfons  of 
good  Senfe,  cannot  take  this  Liberty  amils 
in  a  Writer.    Our  late  excellent  Queen  Mary 
gave  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  what  I  am 
faying. 

That  admirable  Princefs,  was  one  Day 
asking  a  learned  Prelate,  If  he  knew  why 
King  James,  her  Father ',  was  fb  highly  en- 
raged againjt  Monfienr  Jurieu  ?  The  Bifhop 
replied,  That  He  conceived  it  was  for  fome 
Stories  which  Monfieur  Jurieu  had  inferted 
in  his  Writings  about  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  % 
md  which  caft  an  high  Reflection  upon  all 
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who  were  defc ended  from  her.  The  Queen 
immediately  replied,  It  is  Monfieur  Jurieu\r 
Bufinejs  to  fuffort  the  Caufe  he  has  under- 
taken,  and  to  expofe  thofe  that  ferfecuted 
it :  If  what  he  fays  of  'Mary  jgueen  of  Scots 
is  really  true,  Monfieur  Jurieu  is  not  to  be 
blamed  for  making  as  much  ufe  of  it  as  he  can. 
She  immediately  added,  IfTrinces  will  do 
ill  Things,  the  World  will  take  Revenge  of 
their  Memory,  if  they  cannot  reach  their 
cPerfons :  This  is  the  leaf  they  mujl  expert  for 
their  Inhumanity,  and  for  making  fuch  Mul- 
titudes of  Teople  miferable  while  they  live. 

What    this    excellent  Queen  obferved 
does    indeed      always     happen:     Suetonius 
wrote  the  Lives  of  the  Roman  Emperors? 
with  the  fame  Freedom  they  led  them.     Our 
James  the  Firft  lived  furrounded  with  Sy- 
cophants, and  a  Set  of  worthlefs  Creatures ; 
and  we  now  fee  with  what  Contempt  and 
Indignation,  every  Man  of  Senfe  or  Read- 
ing mentions  his  Name.     His  murdering  Sir 
Walter  Rawleigb,  (as  great  and  univerfal  a 
Genius,  as  not  only  England,  but  perhaps  any 
other  Nation  ever  produced)  is  juftly  looked 
upon   as  fuch  a  Complication  of  Bafenefs 

and 
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and  Cruelty,  as  can  hardly  be  paralleled.  It 
were,  indeed,  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  Murder 
of  this  great  Man  (no  lefs  a  Scandal  to  Eng- 
land,  than  that  of  Socrates  to  Athens)  could 
be  blotted  out  of  the  British    Hiftory.     It 
were  to  be  wifhed  his  Trial  was  not  {till  ex- 
tant, which  no  body  can  perufe  without  Hor- 
ror j  and  at  which  Coke,  that  Oracle  of  the 
Law,  as  fome  Men  call  him,  gave  the  clear- 
eft  Demonftration  of  his  being  a  moil  aban- 
doned Troftitute. 

From  what  has  been  obferved,  it  is  very 
certain,  that  nothing  could  make  Princes  a 
iiifficient  Amends  for  that  Severity  with  which 
they  are  fure  to  have  their  A6tions  canvaffed 
after  their  Death,  but  the  having  it  every 
Day  in  their  Power,  while  they  live,  to  do 
fuch  A&ions  as  would  render  their  Memo- 
ries truly  glorious  and  immortal, 

I  have  already  taken  notice,  in  my  Intro- 
du£lion,  that  the  Chine fe  are  allow'd  to  ex- 
cel all  other  People  in  the  Art  of  Govern- 
ment. In  China  the  Emperor  is  abfolute  : 
There  are  only  two  Things  he  is  obliged  to 
iubmit  to,  and  which  the  Chinefe  think,  if 

he 
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he  has  the  leaft  grain  of  Virtue,  Honour, 
or  Generofity,  will  be  a  fufficient  Check  up- 
on all  his  Actions.  He  is  lure  to  hear  of 
his  Faults  while  he  is  alive,  and  to  have 
them  recorded  in  Hiftory  after  his  Death. 

I  have  obferved,  that  in  China  no  Man 
is  a  Gentleman  by  his  Birth,  but  that  the* 
Mandarines,  or  Gentlemen,  become  fuch  by 
their  own  Tarts  and  Learning.  Thefe  Man- 
darines, by  a  fundamental  Law  of  the  Cbi- 
nefe  Empire,  are  allowed  to  tell  the  Empe- 
ror, in  refpectful,  yet  in  plain  Terms,  what- 
ever they  think  is  amifs  in  his  Conduit;  and 
we  are  allured,  that  whenever  they  think  the 
Honour  of  their  'Prince,  or  the  Good  of  their 
Country,  makes  it  neceflary,  they  never  fail  to 
make  ufe  of  their  Privilege.  There  was  a  re- 
markable Inftance  of  this,  in  the  Reign  of  one  of 
their  Emperors,  who  was  a  proud  and  obfti- 
nate  Man.  This  Emperor's  Conduct,  in  a 
certain  Particular,  was  directly  contrary  to 
the  Precepts  of  the  great  Confucius.  One 
of  the  wifeft  and  moft  learned  of  the  Man- 
darines hereupon  demanded,  an  Audience; 
and  having  told  his  Prince  what  he  con- 
ceived was  wrong  in  his  Conduit,  he  ihewed 

him, 
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him,  with  great  ftrength  of  Reafon,  the  ill 
Confequences  which  would  probably  attend 
it.  The  Emperor,  who  was  not  of  an  Hu- 
mour to  think  he  could  be  in  the  Wrong, 
inftead  of  reforming  his  own  Conduct,  or- 
dered the  Mandarine  to  be  put  to  Death  for 
his  Infolence.  The  next  Day  another  Man- 
darine demanded  an  Audience ;  he  made  the 
fame  Remonftrances  his  Predeceffor  had  done, 
and  met  with  the  fame  Fate.  Upon  the 
third  Day  a  third  Mandarine  went  to  the 
Emperor :  To  fhew  that  he  expected  to  die, 
but  that  he  willingly  devoted  himfelf  for  the 
good  of  his  Country,  he  ordered  his  Herfe  to 
follow  him  in  Mourning,  and  to  wait  at  the 
Palace-Gate.  He  then  went  boldly  up  to  the 
Emperor  and  told  him,  that  If  he  did  not 
immediately  reform  his  Conduttj  his  Reign 
would  appear  the  mofi  jhameful  to  future 
Ages,  of  any  yet  recorded  in  the  Chronicles 
of  China.  The  Emperor  incenfed  at  this  Be- 
haviour, not  only  put  him  to  Death,  but  or- 
dered him  to  expire  under  the  moll  exquifite 
Tortures. 

The     Mandarines    upon     this     affem- 
bled  in  a  Body  :    They  came  to  a  generous 

Resolution, 
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Refolution,   that  whatever  was  the  Confe- 
quence,  they  would  not  fee  their  Prince  per- 
fift  in  a  Conduct    which   would  be  a   l^if- 
grace  to  himfelf,    and  was  contrary  to  the 
Maxims  and  Policy  of  their   Government. 
They  determined  by  Lot,   what   Members 
of   their   Body    fhould  go   next,    and  wait 
upon  the  Emperor.     Every  Man  as  the  Lot 
fell    upon    him  readily  went,    and  did  his 
Duty.     A  great  Number  of  them  were  put 
to  Death ;  but  at  laft,  the  Emperor's  Obfti- 
nacy  was  overcome.     He  not  only  reformed 
his  Conduct,    but  ordered  moft  magnificent 
Monuments,  at  a   vaft  Expence,  to  be  built 
over  the  Bodies  of  thofe  Mandarines  whom 
he  had  put  to  Death.     'Tis  true,  he  honour- 
ed   their  Memories  ;  but  all  the  Power  he 
was  poffefTed  of  could  not    reftore  Life  to 
thofe  faithful  Subjects ,    who  had  given  fo 
plain  a  Proof,  that  they  preferred  his  Ho^ 
nour,md  the  Good  of  their  Country,  to  every 
other  Confideration. 

The   Behaviour  of  the  Mandarines  upon 
this  Occafion  was  exactly  conformable  to  the 
Precepts  and  Practice  of  the  great  Confucius 
himfelf;  who  never  failed,  as  Opportunity  of- 
fered, 
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fered,  to  tell  Princes  his  real  and  true  Senti- 
ments of  their  Conduct  and  Government ;  of 
which  I  will  give  one  Inftance. 

We  are  told,   that  when  Confucius  was  a 
young  Man,  he  was  fo  feverely  perfecuted  by 
fome  ill  People  in  Power,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  his  own  Country.    He  came  at  laft  to 
the  Court  of  a  Prince,    who  was  generally 
lookecUpon  to  be  a  Man  of  great  Capacity. 
Confucius  was  received  with  open  Arms:  The 
King   laid  before   this  great  Statefman  the 
whole  Plan  of  his  Government ;  not,  perhaps, 
fo  much  with  a  real  Defign  to  ask  the  Ad- 
vice of  Confucius,  as  to  pleafe  his  own  Va- 
nity, by  having  the  Approbation  of  fo  wife 
and  learned  a  Politician.  Among  other  Things, 
he  one  Day  took  Confucius  with  him  to  Coun- 
cil,   where  a  Point    of   Confequence    was 
to  be  determined.      The    King  opened  the 
Debate  himfelf,  with  great  Eloquence.     He 
ftated  the  Queltion  in  a  full  and  clear  Light. 
Having  mentioned  the  Conveniences  and  the 
Inconveniences  which  he  apprehended  were 
likely  to  arife  by  their  determining  of  it  ei- 
ther Way,  he  at  laft  gave  his  own  Judgment 
upon  the  Whole.     He  enforced  it  with  feve- 
G  ral 
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ral  Reafons;  and  concluded  with  defiring 
every  Member  of  his  Privy  Council  to  fpeak 
their  Opinions  with  the  utmofi  Freedom  upon 
this  important  Occafion. 

When  the  King  had  done  fpeaking,  feve- 
ral  Members  of  the  Council  rofe  up  in  their 
Turns,    and  made  many  grave  and  learned 
Speeches;  in  fome  of  which  they  ftrengthen'd 
his  Majefty's  Opinion,    by  feveral  Reafons 
which  had  not  occurred  to  himfelf ;    fo  that 
the  Affair  was  fettled   with  the   unanimous 
Approbation  of   the   whole  Board.     When 
this  venerable  Affembly  was  broke  up,   the 
King,  taking  Confucius  into  his  Clofet,  con- 
jured him  to  tell  him  how  he  liked  his  Me- 
thod of  debating  Affairs  of  Confequence  in 
Council.     Sir j  fiys  Confucius,  I  cannot  well 
judge  of  that,  becaufe  I  have  not  yet  been  at 
a  Council.      The  King   prefied  him  to  tell 
what  he  meant,  by   talking  in  that  Manner. 
/  have  heard  your  Majefty,  fays  Confucius, 
fljew  a  great  deal  of  IV it  and  Eloquence  ;  but 
you  are  very  little  acquainted  with  Mankind, 
if  you  can  imagine  that  yc?ir  Courtiers  will 
not  rather  chufe  to  fpeak  what  they  knew  is 
agreeable  to  you,  than  what  they  really  think. 

if 
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If  your  Majefty  would  have  known  the  true 
Sentiments  of  your  Council,  you  ought  to  have 
concealed  your  own.  He  then  fbewed  the 
King  that  the  Refolution  he  had  juft  before 
taken  was  wrong,  and  extreamly  prejudicial 
to  the  Good  of  his  Kingdom.  He  went  ftill 
farther ;  He  demonftrated  to  him,  that  feveral 
of  his  great  Officers  could  have  informed  him 
of  feveral  Matters  of  Faff,  which  they  chofe 
to  fay  nothing  of,  after  his  Majefty  had  gu 
ven  his  Opinion.  The  King,  though  his  Va- 
nity was  not  a  little  mortified  by  this  DiC- 
courfe,  yet,  as  he  was  really  a  Man  of  a  fine 
Underflanding,  and  had  no  other  Fault  but 
Vanity,  entertained  an  high  Efteem  for  Con* 
fucius.  He  now  not  only  asked  his  Advice 
upon  all  Occafions,  but  followed  it  too  in 
good  Earneft ;  and,  we  are  aflTured,  rendered 
his  Kingdom  in  a  fhort  Time  the  Envy  and 
*Dread  of  all  the  neighbouring  States. 

The  Chine fe  Emperors  have  ftill  another 
Check  upon  their  A&ions ;  which  is  looked 
upon  to  be  of  the  flrongeji  Kind,  if  they  have 
but  the  leaft  Senfe  of  Honour  or  Refutation, 
Thirty  Mandarines  are  appointed  to  keep  an 
exact  and  daily  Account  of  all  the  Emperor's 

Actions. 
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Actions.     Each  of  thefe  Mandarines  has  a 
conftant  Accefs  to  the  Palace,  and  fets  down 
not  only  the  Actions,  but  the  very  Words  of 
the  Emperor,  with  his  own  Reflections  upon 
them,  in   loofe  Pieces  of  Paper,   which  he 
thrufts  almoft  every   Day  through  a  fmall 
Crevice,  into  a  large  Iron  Cheft,    which  has 
thirty  different  Locks,    and   is   fct  afide  for 
that  Purpoft\    This  Cheft  is  never   opened 
during   the  Reign    of  that  Emperor  whofe 
Life  it  contains,  nor  while  any  of  his  Fami. 
ly  fit  upon  the  Throne  of  China.      When 
the  Crown  pafles  into  another  Family    the 
Cheft  is  opened,  and  all  thele  private  Me- 
moirs, wrote  by  Men  who  did  not  communi- 
cate their  Thoughts  to  one  another,  are  deli- 
vered into  the  Hands  of  fome  Mandarine 
who  is  remarkable  for  a  folid  Judgment  and 
a  fine  Stile.     The  Mandarine  from  thefe  fe- 
veral  Memoirs  writes  the  Life  of  the  deceafed 
Emperor,  commends  or  cenfures  his  Actions 
with  the  atmoft  Freedom  ;  and  his  Life  thus 
wrote,  is  added  to  the  Chronicles  of  China, 
The  Chinefe  have  not   the  leaf*:  Notion  of 
hereditary  Right.     If  the  Emperor  has  feve- 
ral  Sons,  and  finds  the  youngeft  of  them  all 
to  have  the  beji  Capacity >  he  adopts  him  for 
[  N  ]  his 
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his  Succeflbr ;  and  we  are  affured,  that  his 
elder  Brothers,  who  live  like  private  Gentle- 
men, were  never  known  to  rebel  againft  him. 
If  an  Emperor  of  China  has  no  Son  of  a 
Capacity  fit  to  govern  fo  vaft  an  Empire,  he 
makes  Choice  of  fome  other  Perfon  to  fueceed 
him  j  from  a  firm  Belief,  that  he  cannot  do 
his  own  Children  a  greater  Kindnefs,   than 
to    prevent  their    appearing    in   that  high 
Station,  which  muft  render  their  TDefeBs  vi- 
fible  to  all  the  World ;  and  that  he  ftiould  be 
guilty  of  a  Crime,  the  Supreme  God,  the  Al- 
mighty Cham  Ti  would  never  forgive,  if  he 
permitted  fo  many  Millions  of  People  to  be 
made  miferable  by  the  Weaknefs  and  Incapa- 
city of  one  Man.     By  this  Means  the  Em- 
pire of  China  has  feldom  continued  long  in 
the  fame  Family  ;  and  this  Principle  of  the 
Chine fe  Emperors,  is,  perhaps,  at  leaft  equal 
to  any  Thing  we  find  among  the  greateft 
Patriots  of  Greece  or  Rome. 

The  Lives  of  the  Chinefe  Emperors 
being  compofed  from  a  great  Number  of 
Fafts  fet  down  Day  by  Day,  in  the  Order 
they  happened,  with  Reflections  upon  each 
Fact,  run  pretty  much  after  this  Manner. 

On 
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■  On  this  *Dayy  the  Emperor  con* 

eluded  a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Niuche ; 
byVertueof  which,  the  Province  of  China> 
which  Borders  upon  that  Prince's  *Domini- 
ons,  will  enjoy  for  the  future  a  conjiant 
and  mo f  advantageous  Trade. 


This  <Day  he  gave  Audience  to 

fever al  Ambajfadors.     To  the  Propofal  made 
him  by  the  Ambajfadors  from  the  Kingdom  of 
Tonqin,  he  returned  an  Anfwer  every  way 
agreeable  to  his  own  'Dignity,,   and  which 
Jbewed  he  was  perfectly  a  Mafter  of  this 
whole  Affairs    but  when  the  Ambaffador 
from  the  Emperor  of  Mufcovy  was  admit- 
ted, who  was  fent  to  excufe  fome  Ail  ions 
which  had  lately  happened  on  the  Banks  of 
the  River  Yamour,  the  Northern  Bounda- 
ry of  the  Empire  of  China,  our  Emperor's 
Paffion  and  Refentmcnt  got  the  better  of  his 
Reafon.     He  faid  fever  al  improper  Things, 
and  gave  a  great  deal  of  Pain  to  all  his 
faithful  Mandarines   who  were  then  pre* 
fent.     Nothing  can  be  faid  in  Excufe  of  his 
Behaviour,  but  that  he  conceived  his  Sub- 
jells  had  been  injured  in  their  Properties \ 
[  N  2  ]  and 
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and  were  in  fome  'Danger  of  lofing  thofe  two 
valuable  Branches  of  their  Trade,  their 
Pearl-Fishing,  and  Sable*Hunting  *. 


This  Day  the  Emperor  published 


a  moft  excellent  Lawy  to  regulate  the  cPro< 
ceedings  in  fever al  Courts  of  Jujlice j  and  to 
provide,  that  the  Ajfeffors  of  his  Revenue 
might  obferve  the  utmojl  Impartiality  >  with 
regard  to  all  his  \  Subjects.  This  Law 
rendered  him  extreamly  dear  to  his 
'People. 

This 


*  There  were  formerly  fome  Difputes  between  the 
Emperor  of  China  and  the  Czar  of  Mujcovy  upon  this 
Affair ;  but  upon  a  Treaty,  the  Czar  agreed  to  demo- 
lilh  all  his  Forts  upon  the  River  Tumour;  to  yield  up 
to  the  Chmej'e  the  Right  of  Pearl~fi/hing,  and  Sable- 
hunting  in  tne  adjacent  Country  ;  that  the  River  At* 
gun  fhould  be  eiteemed  for  the  future  the  Boundary 
of  the  Chmefe  Empire,  and  the  Town  of  Argu*;,  the 
utmoft  Limits  of  his  own  Dominions  on  that  Side. 

f  Every  Subject  in  China  has  an  Eitate  of  Inheri- 
tance in  his  Lands,  and  does  not  hold  them  of  any 
Superior  Lord.  The  Emperor  may  levy  what  Taxes 
he  thinks  fit,  to  fupply  the  Neceffities  of  the  Govern* 
ment ;  yet  there  is  an  ordinary  Tax  whic'.i  is  fddom 
exceeded,  and  does  not  amount  to  above  a  Tenth 
Part  of  the  Profits  of  Mens  Eitates.  The  Emperor's 
yearly  Revenue  is  computed  to  be  about  Twenty-two 
Millions  Englifh  Money  ;  a  very  fmall  Sum,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  Extent  and  Riches  of  this  vaft  Empire  :  But 
the  Emperor  every  Year  exempts  fome  Provinces  from 

paying 
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This  *Day,  and  the  Five  following 

Days,  the  Emperor  fpent  wholly  among  his 
Women  ;  In  all  this  Time  he  did  not  do  one 
great  or  generous  AElion.  llrhen  he  appear- 
ed again  in  Public  k,  one  of  his  Mandarines 
took  the  Liberty  to  reprefent  to  him,  That 
though  his  private  Pleafures  were  very  pro  - 
per  to  unbend  and  refreflj  his  Mind,  after 
the  Fatigue  of  Bnflnefs,  yet  if  he  fpent  fo 
much  Time  upon  them,  his  own  Reputation 
muft  fujfer  as  well  as  all  thofe  People,  whole 
Happinefs  depended  upon  his  Application 
to  the  "Duties  of  his  high  Toft.  That  a  great 
Number  of  Petitions  from  his  Subjefts  lay 
before  him,  which,  by  the  Conltitution  of  the 
Empire,  he  was  obliged  to  read  *  The  Em- 
[  N  3  ]  peror 


paying  any  Taxes  at  all.  A  Chine fe,  who  has  any 
Ellate,  knows  what  he  is  to  pay,  and  is  obliged  under 
fevere  Penalties,  to  fend  or  carry  in  the  Emperor's 
Duties,  without  being  called  upon,  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Province  ;  fo  that  all  the  Expeuce  of  Collectors, 
Receivers,  and  a  vail  Number  or'  other  Officers,  em- 
ployed about  the  Royal  Revenue  in  inoft  European 
Nations,  is  entirely  faved. 

*  We    are   allured   by    the  Miflionaries,   that  Peti- 
tions are  daily  prefented  to  the  Emperor  of  China;  and 
that  by  the  Cohftitutton  of  the  Empire,  he  is  obliged  to 
read  them  ;    fo  that   he   is   the  bufiefi,    as  well  as 
greatefi  Man,  in  all  his  Dominions. 
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per  or  was  fo  Jfruck  with  this  Remonftrance, 
that  he  made  a  VoWj,  which  he  punctually 
kept,  not  to  fee  one  of  his  Favourite  Mif- 
trejfes  again,  'till  he  had  read,  and  done 
Jultice,  upon  every  Petition  that  lay  before 
him. 

r •  This  7)ay  the  Emperor  /pent 

in  a  feleffi  Company  of  his  moji  Learned 
Mandarines :  Their  whole  Converfation 
ran  upon  the  Prefent  State  of  the  Empire, 
and  the  "Political  Writings  0/ Confucius  \  the 
Emperor  /hewed  himjelf  a  perfect  Majler  of 
ihofe  Writings  \  dnd  from  fome thing  which 
was  ftarted  at  this  Converfation,  a  Refolu- 
tion  was  formed,  which  proved  of  infinite 
Advantage  to  the  whole  Empire  of  'China. 


This  "Day  the  Bell  that  demands 

Jujiice,  was  rung  out  by  a  Trade fman  in  the 
City.  The  Man,  according  to  Cuftom,  was 
immediately  fent  for  to  the  Palace,  and  had 
a  private  Audience  of  the  Emperor.  It  ap~ 
p eared  the  next  TJay^  that  this  poor  Trade f- 
man  had  made  his  Complaint  againji  Ly- 
cungz,  one  of  the  greatejl  Mandarines 
in  the  Empire,  for  an  horrid  Piece  of  In- 

jujiice 
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jujiice  and  OpfreJJion.     Lycungz,  who  was 
immenfely  rich,    and  whofe  Confidence  ac- 
etified him,    ran   direftly  to  two   Terfibns^ 
who  he  fiufipeEled  would  he  called  upon  as 
Evidences,    and  gave  each  ofi  them  a  vaft 
Bribe :  Befides  this,  the  poor  Tradefiman,  who 
had  never  before  fipoke  to  an  Emperor,  told 
his  Story  very  aukwardly  ;  but  the  Emperor, 
with  an  admirable  Sagacity,  took  a  Method, 
which  fioon  let  him  into  the  Truth  ofi  the 
whole  Affair.     The  Tradefiman  had  a  mofil 
ample  Recompence  fior  the  Injuries  he  had 
fiufiiained,  and  the  Mandarine  was  punifted 
zn  the  Manner  he  deferved. 

For  the  better  underftanding  this  lafil 
Article,  it  may  be  proper  I  lhould  acquaint 
your  Majefty,  that  in  the  Capital  City  of 
China,  there  is  a  Bell  *  hung  in  an  open 
Place  ;  and  if  the  meaneft  Subjed  in  the 
Empire  conceives  himfelf  injured  by'a  Man  too 
great  for  him  to  contend  with  in  the  common 
Courts  of  Juftice,  he  may  at  any  Time  go 
[N4]  and 

*  The  Bells  in  China  are  of  a  Size  which  is  hardly 
credible  :  Their  Figure  is  almoft  a  Cylinder;  and  we  are 
allured,  by  fome  who  have  rncaiured  them,  that  there  are 
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and  ring  this  Bell,  ox  caiafe  it  to  be  rung*? 
upon  which  he  is  immediately  conduced  by- 
Officers,  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  to  the 
Emperor  himfelf,  to  whom  he  tells  his  Cafe, 
and  makes  his  Complaint. 

I  have  fhewn  how  far  the  Liberty  of  the 
Trefs  was  indulged  among  the  Athenians 
and  Romans,  and  that  it  is  at  this  Day  a  moft 
effential  Part  of  the  Conftitution  of  China, 
and  made  ufe  of  as  the  moft  certain  Check 
upon  the  Actions  of  the  greateft  Monarch  in 
the  World.  How  far  the  Emperors  of  China 
indulge  it  themfelves,  we  may  learn  from 
hence,  viz.  That  the  reverend  Fathers,  the 
Miflionaries,  who  are  fent  into  China  from 
Rome  and  France  to  propagate  the  Gofpel, 
have  full  Leave  given  them  to  print  and 
publifli  whatever  Books  they  conceive  moft 
likely  to  make  Converts •,   though  all  fuch 

Books 


at  Pek'm  feven  Bells,  which  were  caft  about  three  hun- 
dred Years  fince,  and  weigh  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  Pounds  each.  They  are  eleven  Foot  wide, forty 
Foot  round,  and  twelve  Foot  high,  tafides  the  Ear, 
which^  is  at  leaft  three  Foot  high ;  fo  that  each  of  thefe 
Bells  is  above  twice  as  heavy  as  that  at  Erfort,  which 
Kircher  affirms  to  be  the  biggelt  in  the  World.  The  Chi- 
nefe  had  Bells,  and  the  Ufe  of  the  Compafs,  as  well  as 
'Printing  and  Gun-Powder,  long  before  the  Europeans. 
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Books  are  in  direft  Oppofition  to  the  Reli- 
gion which  has  been  profefled  in  China  for 
Ibme  thoufands  of  Years.  Itisalmoft  incre- 
dible to  conceive  what  Pains  the  Miffionaries 
have  taken  to  make  themfelves  Matters  of 
the  Chinefe  Language  and  Learning,  fince 
they  have  obtained  fo  generous  a  Permiffion 
to  exert  all  their  Talents,  and  do  their  bell. 
What  Succefs  they  have  met  with  is  not  fb 
certain:  Their  own  Relations  have  been  a 
little  fufpe&ed.,  and  we  have  had  different 
Accounts  of  this  Affair.  Some  fay  that  the 
Miflionaries  have  really  made  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Profelytes  to  Chriftianity  :  Others  a£ 
fert,  That  the  Fathers  have  met  their  Con- 
verts half  Way ;  and  that  they  themfelves  in 
China  profefi  a  mixed  Sort  of  Religion,  part- 
ly Chrijiian^  and  partly  Chinefe.  This 
Charge  againft  them  has  made  fome  Noife, 
and  paffed  under  an  Examination  at  *  Rome. 

It 


*  This  Affair  gave  Occafion  to  that  famous  Decree 
of  the  Pope's,  which  was  publifhed  in  the  Year  1707. 
by  Cardinal  De  Tournon,  his  Holinefs's  Vicar  in  Chma, 
and  by  which  I  think  it  appears,  that  the  reverend  Fa- 
ther?, the  Jefuits,  had  been  pretty  complailant  to  their 
Chintfe  Converrs;  notwithstanding  which,  I  cannot  find 
that  any  of  the  Mandarines  were  in  the  Number  of  their 
Profelytes. 
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It  is  certain  that  the  Emperors  of  China,  who, 
as  it  has  been  obferved,    are  Men  of  great 
Abilities  and   Learning,    have    condefcend- 
ed     to     hear  with    Candour    and   Patience 
whatever  the  reverend  Fathers  thought  pro- 
per to  urge  in  Favour  of  Chriftianity  ;    and 
that,  though  they  have  not  been  converted, 
they  have  given  the  moft  generous  Marks  of 
their  Efteem  for  the per 'final  Accomplishments 
and  good  Qualities  of  thefe  learned  Men.  * 
They  have  caufed  themfelves  to  be  inftru&ed 
by  them  very  exactly,  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  Pleafure  in  the  Science  of    Aftronomy; 
in  feveral  Parts  of  which,    by  the  Help  of 
fome  late  Difcoveries?   the  Europeans  excel 
the  Chinefe. 

Let  us  now  fee  upon  what  Foot  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Trefs  has  flood  in  England.  I 
am  forry  I  muft  fay,  that  we  fhall  find  the 
moft  execrable  Cruelties  and  Murders  have 
been  committed  in  fome  Reigns,  for  Books 
that  have  been  interpreted  into  Libels  againft 

the 


*  Father  Adam,  Verbiefl,  and  Garbillon,  Gentlemen 
of  good  Senfc  and  great  Learning^  were  mighty  Favou- 
rite* at  the  Court  of  China. 
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the  Church,  or  Libels  againft  the  State,  and 
fometimes  even  for  Words  fpoke  in  private 
Converfation,  or  for  profeffing  lome  particu- 
lar Tenet  or  Opinion.  Barbarities  of  this 
Kind  may  poffibly  feem  agreeable  enough 
to  the  Spirit  of  Popery,  and  the  Do&rine  of 
the  Inquifition ;  but  we  mull  own  with 
Shame  and  Confufion,  that  as  foon  as  the' 
Proteflants  got  into  Power,  they  began  to 
exercife  thofe  very  Cruelties  they  had  fo 
loudly  exclaimed  againft  in  the  Roman  Catho- 
licks.  While  we  are  reading  the  Account  of 
Cranmer's  Execution,  our  Pity  towards  him 
is  a  little  abated,  when  we  reflecT:,  that  he 
himfelf,  but  a  few  Years  before,  had  mur- 
dered a  poor  innocent  filly  Woman,  and  a  Fo- 
reigner who  was  remarkably  honeji  and  de- 
vout. The  Archbiftiop  caufed  thefe  two  un- 
happy Perfons  to  be  burnt  alive  in  Smith* 
field.  There  are  many  ft  ill  living,  who  re- 
member when  fome  of  the  nobleft  Blood  in 
England  was  fhed,  for  only  writing  a  Jpecu- 
lative  Difcourfe  upon  Government.  It  is 
true,  that  after  the  Revolution,  this  Fad, 
committed  with  the  utmoft  Solemnity,  and 
under  the  Mask  of  piblick  Jujlice,  was  cal- 
led by  its  true  Name,  and  declared  to  be 
R  an 
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an  *  execrable  Murder,  in  which  every  Bo- 
dy  obferved  that  the  Judge  had  acted  a  much 
more  infamous  Part  than  the  Hangman.  At 
length  an  honeft  and  neceffary  Petition,  pre- 
fented  to  a  King  oi  England^  feven  Bifhops, 
who  deferved  that  Title,  came  to  be  called  a 
Libel ,  and  the  Nation  law  with  Horror, 
that  fome  Perfons,  who  were  obliged  by  a 
folemn  Oath  to  defend  the  Liberties  of  the 
People,  were  very  ready  to  have  interpret- 
ed it  into  one.  The  Prefs  was  now  reftrained, 
and  two  or  three  wicked  Minifters  were  firm- 
ly refolved,  that  their  ilUadvifed  King,  and 
the  wretched  Nation,  fhould  read  nothing 
in  Print,  but  weekly  Panegy ricks  upon  them- 
felves  and  their  Proceedings.  So  bare- faced 
a  Tyranny  made  fome  of  the  cooleft  and  belt 
Heads  in  England  come  into  the  Revolu- 
tion, &n4  concur  m  dethroning  a  Prince,  to 
whom  themfelves  or  their  Families  had  great 
Obligations,  and  who,  it  muft  be  confelfed,  had 
fome  good  Qualities, which  (if  he  had  not  been 
put  upv  n  thefe  cruel  and  arbitrary  Proceed- 
ings) feemed  defigned  by  Providence  to  have 
made  his  Reign  glorious,  and  this  Ifland  great 

and 


*  Algenwon  Sidney's  Attainder  was  rcverfed  after  the 
Revolution. 
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and  happy.  But  thefe  were  all  effaced  by  his  u- 
fing  us  like  Slaves  7  and  many  of  his  Siibje&s  of 
the  beft  Senfe,  and  the  greateft  Capacities,  con- 
fpired  againft  him,  though  they  could  not  but 
forefeemany  Inconveniencies  that  muft  hap- 
pen from  their  calling  in  a  Foreign  Prince  and 
what  a  fea  of  Bloody  and  immenfe  Treafuresy 
it  would  probably  coft  their  unhappy  Coun- 
try, to  fupport  that  Revolution  they  were 
then  aiming  at.     Upon  the  Revolution,  the 
Rejlraint  upon  the  Trejs  was  taken  off  j  but 
the  Liberty  of  the  Trejs  was  not  provided 
for,  in  fo  effe&ual  a  Manner,  as  moft  People 
expe&ed.    I  take  the  Reafon  to  have  been 
this :  Our  Deliverer,  King  TVilliarn,  had  fome 
Perfons  about  him,  who  were  endeavouring  to 
raife  vaft  Fortunes  at  the  Expence  of  this 
unhappy  Nation.    The  Liberty  of  the  Trefs 
is  the  moft  unlucky  Scourge  that  hangs  over 
the  Heads  of  fuch  People :  It  is  not  their  Inte- 
reft  to  have  the  Tublick  put  upon  ebferving 
their  Condu£i\  and  they  are  conftantly  afraid, 
that  the    King  their  Mafter  may  come  to 
know  fuch  Truths  from  the  Prefs,  as  few 
Courtiers  would  have  either  the  Honefly,  or 
the  Courage  to  tell  him.     I  take  this  to  have 
been  the  true  Reafon,  why  the  Liberty  of 

the 
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the  <Prefs  was  not  put  upon  fo  open  and  ge- 
nerous a  Foot  after  the  Revolution,  as  moft 
Men  thought  it  would  have  been,  in  a  Na- 
tion that  talked  fo  much  of  Freedom >  and 
which  had  juft  taken  fo  terrible  a  Lea,p>  in 
order  to  preferve  it.  But  though  many  wife 
Men  think  fome  fort  of  Proceedings  ftill 
fmell  too  ftrongly  of  the  Star-Chamber^ 
though  there  have  been  lome  Cafes  fince  the 
Revolution,  which  have  made  moft  thinking 
People  ftiake  their  Heads }  it  muft  be  con- 
feifed,  that  there  have  not  been  fo  many 
Murders  and  Robberies  committed,  under  the 
Mask  of  Juftice,  as  there  were  before  :  It 
muft  be  allowed,  that  our  Judges  have  not 
been  fo  very  ready  tojirain  and  mifinterpret 
the  Law ^  that  they  might  reach  the  Life 
or  EJiate  of  any  Man,  whom  a  corrupt  and 
wicked  Minifter  ftiould  happen  to  frown 
upon. 

It  is  one  of  Theophraftus's  Sayings,  which 
is  left  upon  Record  ;  That  it  is  but  a  (hort- 
lived  Fal/ehood,  which  is  raifed  by  Envy 
and  ^Defamation.  I  muft  own,  I  have  ever 
thought,  with  fome  of  the  beft  and  greateft 
Men,  that  any  Libel^  or  Report,   which  is 

really 
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really  falfe  and  groundlefs,  muft  turn  to  the 
Advantage  of  that  Perfon  it  was  defigned  to 
hurt,  and  to  the  Confufion  of  his  Enemies, 
if  he  is  but  fairly  permitted  to  defend  himfelf. 
In  the  Law  we  frequently  put  fiftitious 
Cafes  :  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  illuitrate  the  Po- 
fition  I  have  laid  down,  by  fuppofing  two 
very  ftrong  Cafes  ;  one,  in  relation  to  a  prL 
vate  Man  >  and  the  other,  to  ajfr/?  Minifter^ 
though  perhaps  meither  of  thefe  Cafes  ever 
did,  or  ever  may  happen. 

Suptose  a  private  Gentleman  fhould  have 
fomething  to  fay  to  his  King,  or  his  Queen, 
which  he   conceived    it  was  of  the  utmoft 
Confequence   they   fhould   know;     fuppofe 
that  at  laft,  after  a  long,  a  moft  expenfive, 
and  ka  moft  humble  Application,  he  fhould 
have  the  ftrongeft  Reafbns  to  believe,  that 
what  he   had    to    fay  would    be   graciouily 
heard  ;    though  a  certain  Courtier  (for  Rea- 
fons  belt    known  to  himfelf}  had  ufed  an 
hundred  Tricks  to  prevent  it.     Suppofe  this 
fame  Courtier,  when  he  law  all  his  little  Arts 
defeated,  ftiould  at  laft  have  the  confummatt 
AJfurancey  upon  the  very   Day,  this  Gen- 
tleman  expe&ed  his   Audience,  to  raife  a 
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Report,  that  the  poor  Gentleman  was  ai^ 
natick  >  and  fhould  caufe  this  to  be  aliened 
by  his  Tools,  with  fo  much  Confidence,  and 
feeming  Pity  for  the  unhappy  Gentleman,  at 
all  the  Publick  Tables  at  Court,  in  feveral 
Aflemblies,   and  laft  of  all   in  Print,   that 
moft  People  at  length  fhould  firmly  believe 
the  Fad :     It  rauft  be  owned  in  this  Cafe, 
that  the  poor  Man  would  be  in  a  deplorable 
Condition,  efpecially,  if  his  private  Fortune 
had  been  before  torn  in  Pieces  in  an  extra- 
ordinary Manner,  and  he  had  now  little  to 
fubfift  upon,  belides  a  'ProfeJJion,  where  few 
People  choofe  to  employ  a  Madman.  There 
is  no  doubt,  but  as  our  Law  Hands,  fuch  an 
unhappy  Man  might  fill  PVeJlminJter-Hall 
with  Aftions  againft  the  Tools  of  the  Courtier ; 
and  yet,    if  he  confulted  me,   I  fhould  not 
advife  him  to  apply  to  that  moil  laudable 
Part  of  our  Conftitution  the  Crown-Office  : 
I  fhould  only  counfel  him  to  appear  in  Pub- 
lick  a  little  more  than  he  ufed  to  do,    and 
to  depend  upon  it,  that,  as  bad  as  the  World 
is,  Mankind  would  fbcn  look  both  upon  the 
Courtier  and  him/elf  in  a  proper  Light. 
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My  next  Cafe  fhall  relate  to  a  firft  Mini- 
fter :  Suppofe  in  any  European  Nation,  a  Man 
of  great  Integrity  and  Abilities  j,  who  had 
travelled  into  other  Kingdoms,  made  many- 
excellent  Obfervations  upon  their  Govern- 
ment and  Trade,  and  was  a  perfed  Mafter 
of  feveral  Languages  \     I  fay,  fuppofe  fuch 
a  Man,  for  the  Honour  of  his  Prince,  and  as 
a  Blefllng  to  his  Country,  fhould  be  placed 
in  the  Poll  of  Firft  Minijier  y   that  as  he 
was  a  perfect  Judge  of  Men,  and  his  own 
Genius  was  univerfal,  he  fhould  be  content 
to  take  the  Trouble  of  finding  out  proper 
Perfons  for  all  Preferments,  and  of  managing 
all  Affairs,   both  Foreign  and  Domeftick  :  I 
will  fuppofe,  that  this  accompliftied  Mini- 
fter  had  made  feveral  Treaties  highly  to  the 
Honour  of  his  King\  and  by  virtue  of  which, 
Trade  and  Commerce  were  put  upon  fach  a 
Foot,  that  his  Country  was  in  a  fair  Way  of 
acquiring  a  great  Part  of  the  Wealth  of  the 
World  :    It  is  not  impoffible  but  Envy  and 
Impudence  might    attack   fuch  a    Minifter; 
that  fome  malicious   People  might  pretend 
the  Treaties  he  had  macfe,   were  neither  an 
Honour  to  his  Trince  or  Country  ;  that  fome 
[  O  ]  impudent 
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impudent  Wretches  might  affert,  he  neither 
underftood  Foreign  Affairs,  nor  ever  could, 
becaufe  he  was  unable  to  converfe  with  Fo- 
reigners ;  and  that  he  was  fo  far  from  being  a 
Mafter  of Languages^  that  he  could  not  even 
fpeak  French.  This  laft  Inlinuatioa  would 
be  extreamly  Malicious  j  fince  French  is  a 
Language  moft  Gentlemen  fpeak,  in  which 
the  great  Affairs  of  Europe  are  carried  on ; 
and  fince  any  body  may  guefs,  what  forry 
Stuff  Converfation  muft  be,  when  'tis  ma- 
naged  by  an  Interpreter  :  Yet  fhould  a  great 
and  an  accomplifhed  Minifter  be  thus  wick- 
edly defamed  by  Envy  and  Impudence^  I  do 
Itrongly  affirm,  that  he  need  have  no  manner  of 
Recourfe  to  Profecutions^  Informations^  and 
Affs  of  Power :  His  Treaties  would  fpeak 
for  themfelves.  While  a  trading  Nation  felt 
the  Wealth  of  Europe  daily  flowing  in  upon 
them,  with  what  Abhorrence  and  Detefta- 
tion  would  all  his  Slanderers  be  looked  upon ! 
As  to  the  laft  Piece  of  Scandal,  his  JVant  of 
Languages;  if  I  was  of  his  Privy-Council,  he 
fhould  take  no  other  Notice  of  it,  than  by 
making  an  Entertainment  for  Foreign  Mini- 
fters ;  at  which,  when  he  had  talked  with 
great  Fluency   to    every  Man   in  his  own 
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Tongue,  I  durft  pawn  my  Life  upon  it,  all 
his  Enemies  would  be  fufficiently  con- 
founded. 

I  cannot  indeed  help  thinking,  that  a  Firft 
Minifter,  or  Man  in  great  Power,  muft  not 
only  have  the  worft  of  Caufes,  but  muft  want 
common  Policy  before  he  is  reduced  to  have 
Recourfe  to  violent  Methods :  In  Difputes 
relating  to  his  Conduct,  he  has  very  often 
all  the  Evidence  in  his  own  Hands,  and  can 
at  leaft  have  Recourfe  to  Authentick  Papers, 
much  eafier  than  his  Adverfaries.  It  is  in 
his  Power,  by  a  noble  and  generous  Beha- 
viour, either  entirely  to  gain  Men  of  Parts 
on  his  Side,  or  to  make  it  fcarce  poffible  for 
them  to  be  his  inveterate  Enemies.  This  is 
the  Method  which  Julius  Cafar  took  with 
Catullus  ;  Charles  the  Fifth  with  Aretine^ 
and  Cardinal  Mazarine  with  Ghiillet.  The 
late  Earl  of  Oxford  acted  in  the  fame  Man- 
ner \  and  if  fome  Men,  who  had  fine  Pens, 
had  not  had  the  utmoft  Zeal  for  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover,  and  been  really  afraid  his  Lordlhip 
y/as  bringing  in  the  ^Pretender,  they  could 
never  have  oppofed  the  Meaiures  of  a  Mini- 
fter,  who  fhewed  fo  great  a  Regard  for  every 
[O  2]  Man 
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Man  of  a  diftinguifhed  Capacity.    In  what 
Manner  he  lived  with  thofe  two  great  Ge- 
nius's and    moft  able   Men,    Dr.  Swift  and 
Mr.  Trior,  the  World  well  knows.  It  is  true, 
theie  Gentlemen  helped  to  fupport  his  Mea- 
fures  ;  but  I  could  give  three  fuch  Inftances, 
which  all  fell  within  my  own  Knowledge, 
of  a  moft  noble  and  uncommon  Generofity  in 
his     Behaviour   towards    Mr.   Addifon,   Sir 
Richard  Steel,    and  Mr.  Congreve^    (Men 
who  differed  with  him  in  Opinion,  anc*  al- 
ways oppofed  his  Meafures,)   as  would  in- 
finitely  furprife  all  People,  who  never  yet 
heard  thofe  Stories.     This  Minifter  was  re- 
prefented,  every  Week  when  he  was  Lord 
High-Treafurer  of   Great   Britain^   under 
the  Chara&er  of  a  Mountebank,  or  Quack 
"Doctor j     who    fold    the    People    Toifon 
for  Thyfick ;  and  yet  I  never  heard  that  he 
brought  one  fingle  Information  againft  the 
Printer   or  Author  of  thofe   Papers.     His 
Lordfhip  anfwered  Wit  with  Wit,  and  Ar- 
gument with  Argument ;    and  often   in   fo 
ftrong  a  Manner,  that,  to  my  certain  Know- 
ledge, thofe  Gentlemen  who  endeavoured  to 
decry  his  Meafures,  were  a  good  deal  gra- 
velled upon  fome  Heads.     The  late  Earl  of 

Oxford 
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Oxford  is  now  no  more :  His  great  Quali- 
ties (and  furely  he  had  lome)  are  no  longer 
terrible  to  his  Enemies.  His  Failings  (what 
Man  is  without  them  !  )  give  no  Uneajinefs 
to  his  Friends  ;  but  let  the  Learned  World 
for  ever  mention  a  Man  with  all  the  Advan- 
tage confiftent  with  Truth,  who  had  fo  great 
a  Share  of  Learning  himfelf,  and  was  fo  no- 
ble a  Patron  of  it  in  other  Perfons 

Truth  and  Jtijiice  force  me  to  fay  thus 
much  of  a  Man,  whofe  Meafures,  when  he 
was  in  Power,  I  conftantly  oppofed  with 
thofe  little  Talents  Heaven  has  beftowed  up- 
on me  j  and  from  whom  I  never  received  the 
leaft  Favour.  Should  I  dare  to  affert  he 
never  offered  me  any,  I  fliould  bafely  belye 
him,  and  might  be  contradicted  by  a  Gentle- 
man now  living. 

Having  mentioned  this  great  Man,  I  ihall, 
with  your  Majefty's  Permiffion,  take  a  little 
Notice  cf  his  'Politicks ;  becaufe  they  have  fo 
near  a  Relation  to  the  Times  we  live  in.  I  muft 
own,  that,  during  his  Adminiftration,  I  was 
made  firmly  to  believe  he  was  bringing  in 
the  Pretender  :  I  have  at  prefent  fome  Rea- 
[O  3]  fons 
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fons  to  be,  at  lead,  very  doubtful  upon  that 
Head.  I  ever  was,  andftill  am  of  Opinion, 
that  it  was  not  impoffible  for  him  to  have 
made  a  better  "Peace  than  he  did  ;  yet  fure- 
ly  all  Men  muft  allow,  that  the  "Demolition 
of  Dunkirk,  and  the  Acquijition  of  Gibral- 
tar^ were  two  Points  of  infinite  Advantage  to 
Great  Britain.  I  am  forry  to  fay  I  have 
lived  to  fee  the  Time,  in  which  they  have 
been  thought  too  advantageous  for  us  to  en- 
joy quietly,  not  only  by  our  Enemies,  but 
even  by  our  pretended  Friends.  After  the 
Death  of  the  late  .Emperor,  it  would  have 
been  Madnefs  for  us  to  have  endeavoured  a- 
ny  longer  to  place  the  Crown  of  Spain  upon 
the  Head  of  his  prefent  Imperial  Majefty  : 
If  this  Prince  is  dreadful  now,  what  would 
he  have  been  with  the  Indies  in  his  PoffeC- 
fion  ?  His  own  great  Talents,  back'd  by  a 
moil  able  Miniftry,  might  have  made  a  more 
fuccefsful  Pulh  for  Univerfal  Monarchy  than 
his  Predeceflbr  *  Charles  V.  Upon  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  my  Lord  Oxford's  Ene- 
mies 


*  Charles  V.  was  both  Emperor  and  Kwg  of  Spain  ; 
and  every  Body  knows  how  much  Blood  his  aiming  af 
Univerfal  Monarchy  coll  Europe. 
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niies  leaned  to  fear,  that  King  cPhllij>h  Re- 
nunciation of  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of 
France  was  not  fufficient  :  The  late  Lord 
Oxford  openly  declared,  that  he  did  not  re- 
ly himfelf  upon  Thilifs  Renunciation,  but 
that  fuch  Accidents  muft  probably  happen, 
as  would  create  a  Mifunderjlanding  between 
France  and  Sfaht^  and  render  it  impoffible 
for  the  two  Crowns  of  thofe  Kingdoms  to  fall 
upon  one  Head  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  that  The 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  would  execute  it/elf.  I 
remember  the  Whigs  all  laughed  at  this  Po- 
fition  ;  and,  I  muft  confefs,  I  was  in  the 
Number  of  thofe  who  thought  it  a  very  ex- 
traordinary one  :  Yet  let  us  fee  what  has  real- 
ly happened.  The  late  Duke  of  Orleans  y 
when  Regent  of  France^  found  himfelf  fa 
ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  Shan't fu  FaElion^  that 
he  was  obliged  to  court  the  Alliance  (I  had 
almoft  faid  the  'ProteElioit)  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  was,  perhaps,  altering  his  Mea- 
fures  a  little  before  he  died  ;  but  Providence 
having  taken  him  away  at  a  moft  fortunate 
Time  for  this  Ifland,  the  Breach  between 
the  French  and  Spanifh  Courts  grew  wider 
than  ever.  The  Infanta, though  fhe  had  been 
fo  formally  contra&ed  to  the  French  Kin^, 
[  O  4 ]  though 
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though  flie  had  been  received  with  fo  much 
Solemnity,  and  entertained  fo  long  in  France, 
was  now  fent  back  into  her  own  Country,  to 
get  a  new  Husband  where  flie  could  find  one. 
We  are  afTured  by  our  Political  Writers  of  all 
Sides,  that  the  Queen  of  Spain  does  not  want 
Spirit,  and  has  the  utmoft  Influence  upon 
the  Councils  of  that  Kingdom.  The  fending 
back  her  Daughter  affe&ed  her  in  the  moil 
tender  Points,  as  a  Woman ^  a  Mother,  and 
a  6)ueen.  She  is  allow'd  to  have  refented  it 
accordingly  ;  nay,  what  is  more,  the  whole 
Spanijh  Nation,  jealous  of  the  Honour  of 
their  King,  refented  the  Affront  which  they 
conceived  was  put  upon  his  Family.  Spain 
therefore  at  this  Time  looked  out  for  a  new 
Ally  %  for  fome  friendly  State  who  might 
protect  her  againft  France,  if  there  fhould 
be  Occalion  for  it  ;  or  aflift  her,  at  a  proper 
Seafon,  to  revenge  the  Affront  flie  imagined 
flie  had  received.  In  this  Jun&ure  flie  caft 
her  Eyes  upon  England,  and  would  gladly 
have  flung  herfelf  into  our  Arms.  The  Au- 
thor of  the  Famous  Enquiry  (a  Book  allow- 
ed to  be  wrote  by  the  'Direffion,  and  with 
the  AJJIJiance  of  the  Miniftry)  ingenuoufly 
owns,  that  Spain  at  this  Time  offered  us  the 

Medi* 
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Mediation,  and  intreated  us  to  become  Um- 
pires between  herfelf  'and  France.  Here  then, 
in  the  Opinion  of  fome,  was  that  great :,  that 
happy  CrifiSj,  in  which  England  might  juft- 
ly  have  cry'd  out, 

Quod   optanti   cDivum*  pr  omit  t  ere 

nemo 
Auderet,  volvenda  dies,  en  I  attulit  ultro. 

Some  Men  are  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  if 
we  had  a&ed  in  this  great  Crifis,  as  it  is  pro- 
bable enough  Queen  Elizabeth  would  have 
done  ;  if  we  had  fent  a  dexterous  Minifter  to 
the  French  and  Spanish  Courts,  who  might 
at  leaft  have  kept  open,  if  not  a  little  widen- 
ed the  Breach  between  the  two  Crowns,  while 
at  the  fame  Time,  in  the  Quality  of  Media- 
tors, we  had  favoured  Spain  ;  I  fay,  lome 
People  are  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  had 
Great  Britain  a&ed  thus,  fhe  muft  at  this 
Time  have  been  the  real  favourite  Nation 
with  Spain,  have  had  all  imaginable  Indul- 
gence in  her  Trade  to  the  Indies >  have  been 
in  Poffeflion  of  the  moft  valuable  Commerce 
in  the  World,  and,  properly  fpeaking,  have 
held  the  Ballance  of  Europe. 

Ofor- 
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0  fartunati  nimium,  fua  Ji  bona  ndrinty 
Angligena  !  — — 

1  could  never  yet  hear  any  Reafon  gi- 
ven for  our  not  accepting  the  Mediation  of- 
fered us  by#  Spain,  but  that  it  would  not 
have  been  agreeable  to  fome  Engagements 
we  were  under  to  France.  This  was  indeed, 
in  a  modijh  Thrafe^  to  carry  oar  Fidelity  to 
a  Nicety,  I  had  almoft  faid,  to  a  Rom  antic  k 
Nicety.  Thus  much  I  will  venture  to  af- 
fert,  that  if  we  are  fo  very  nice  in  obferving 
all  Articles  of  Agreement  with  our  Good 
Friends  and  Allies \  if  no  Profpeft  of  Ad- 
vantage can  tempt  us  to  ftain  our  unblemifo- 
ed  Honour,  or  break  through  an  hafty  En- 
gagement, we  do  certainly  deferve  to  be 
treated  in  the  fame  Manner  by  our  Friends, 
who  doubtlefs  will  fly  to  our  Affiftance,  fhould 
we  ever  happen  to  be  infulted  by  our  Ene- 
mies ;  and  yet  I  do  not  remember,  that  when 
Spain,  upon  our  flighting  her  Friendfhip, 
had  united  herfelf  to  another  Power,  and  ac- 
tually befieged  Gibraltar v,  I  fay,  I  do  not 
remember  that  in  this  Day  of  our  'Dijlrefs* 
any  of  our  Allies  made  a  Diyerfion  with 

their 
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their  Land  Forces  in  our  Favour,  or  fent  a 
{ingle  Ship  to  our  Afliftance.  I  have  faid 
thus  much  to  fhew,  that  neither  our  Refu- 
tation, nor  our  Affairs,  were  by  any  Means 
in  a  defpicable  Condition,  after  the  "Peace 
made  by  the  late  Lord  Oxford',  upon  whom  I 
cannot  help  making  two  farther  Obfervations. 
He  formed  and  ejiablijhed  the  South- Sea 
Company,  which,  though  it  has  been  Jince 
made  an  Inflrament  to  perpetrate  the  greateft 
Villanies,  was,  perhaps,  as  great  a  National 
Benefit  in  its  firft  Formation,  and  might  have 
been  made  to  ferve  as  Noble  Ends,  as  any 
one  Thing  that  has  been  fet  on  foot  by  any 
English  Minifter  in  this  Age.  My  next  Ob- 
fervation  is  of  a  kind,  that  had  Tint  arch 
been  to  write  the  Life  of  this  Noble  Lord, 
that  Hiftorian  would  have  thought  this  one 
Obfervation  contained*  in  itfelf,  the  higheft 
Tanegyrick  upon  a  Man  who  had  paffed 
through  ib  many  great  Polls.  It  is  this: 
The  late  Earl  of  Oxford^  though  he  had 
been  feveral  Times  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  though  he  had  been  Secretary  of 
State,  and  Lord  Treafurer  ;  though  he  had 
formed  a  Company  which  made  Govern. 
ment-Securities  that  were  at  40  per  Cent. 
w  Dif- 
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Difcount  fell  at  Tar  \   after  all  this,  7)ied 

£cor. 

It  is  true,  that  his  Son  is  in  Poffeffion  of 
a  noble  Eflate  :  He  married  a  Lady,  who, 
perhaps,  was  the  greateft  Fortune  of  any  Sub- 
ject in  Europe  >  and  as>  befides  her  vaft  For- 
tune, ilie  brought  to  his  Arms  a  moii:  beautiful 
Terfoit)  animated  by  a  Mind>  in  which  eve- 
ry Noble  Quality  is  highly  confpkuous,  his 
Lordjfhip  feems,  at  firft  Sight,  to  be  as  fair 
a  Mark  for  Envyy  as  any  one  Man  in  Great 
Britain  ;  yet  before  that  Hag  fallens  her 
Teeth  upon  him,  I  would  beg  her  to  remem- 
ber, that  his  Eftate  did  not  arife  from  the 
Blood  and  Ruin  of  his  Fellow- Subjects;  that 
it  was  acquired  by  a  Method  which  any 
Gentleman  in  England  might,  at  leaft,  have 
attempted,  and  was  apparently  owing  to  his 
own  <PerJbnal  Merit. 

I  have  made  a  Digreffion,  for  fome  Rea- 
fons  your  Maiefly  may  eafily  guefs,  upon  the 
late  Lord  Oxford's  Politicks  ;  though  I  firft 
only  mentioned  him  upon  the  Account  of 
his  Behaviour  to  Men  of  Genius  and  Let- 
ters. He  was  feconded  in  this  Part  of  his  Con- 
C  du<2: 
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du&  by  another  Gentleman  then  in  the  Mi- 
niftry,  with  whom  Mr.  Addison  being  one 
Day  invited  to  dine,  could  not  help  faying 
to  a  Friend,   for  whom  he  had  no  Secrets, 
That  He  was  heartily  forry  his  Principles 
forced  him  to  oppofe  one  of  the  great  eft  and 
moft  accomplished  Men  he  had  ever  feen  > 
and  in   whofe  Converfation  he   could  have 
thought  himfelffo  truly  happy.    This  Gentle- 
man has  of  late  (I  don't  know  why)  been  a 
good  deal  talked  of ;  and  a  certain  Hero  has 
with  great  Intrepidity  attacked  a  Man  who 
has  both  his  Hands  tied  behind  him.      The 
very  Enemies  of  this  Gentleman  are  forced 
to  allow  him  a  vaft  Capacity  ;  but  then  they 
add,  that  he  has  a  conftant  Eye  upon  his 
own  Intereft.     Be  it  fo  :  Is  it  impoffible  to 
make  it  his  Intereft  to  employ  thofe  great 
Talents    Nature    has    given   him    in    the 
real   Service  of  his  Country  ?    or    at  leaft 
not  to  keep  him  diftinjuifhed  in  fo  particu- 
lar a  Manner  from  the  reft  of  his  Fellow-Sub- 
jefts,  as  muft  be  a  little  grating  to  a  Man  of 
any  Spirit ;  efpecially  if  this  be  done,   as  his 
Friends  feem  to  infinuate,    in  Breach  of  a 
formal  Agreement  ?    I  have  heard  it  ftrong- 
ly  affirmed j  though  never  fully  proved,  that 

he 
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he  has  betrayed  the  Pretender.  I  can  fay 
nothing  to  this  Fad ;  yet  if  it  be  true,  I  can 
never  believe  he  is  now  endeavouring  to 
make  a  Perfon  our  Kingj,  under  wh©fe  Reign, 
he  himfelf,  in  all  Probability,  would  be  the 
firft  Man  in  England  that  loft  his  Head.  An 
of  en  Enemy  may  much  looner  hope  for  Par- 
don,  than  zfalfe  Friend :  To  be  betray'd  by 
a  Perfon  whom  he  has  greatly  trufted,  is 
one  of  the  laft  Crimes  that  a  Prince  of  com- 
mon Senfe  would  ever  forgive. 

The  late  Lord  Godolphin^  Lord  Sommers, 
and  Lord  Halifax^  were  every  one  of  them 
very  great  Encouragers  of  Men  of  Tarts 
and  Learning :  The  laft  was  fb  remarkable 
upon  this  Account,  that  it  made  him  very 
juftly  be  ftiled,  by  way  of  Diftin&ion,  the 
Maecenas  of  the  prefent  Age. 

There  cannot,  perhaps,  be  aftronger  In- 
ftance  of  the  kind  Manner  in  which  this  noble 
Lord  treated  every  Man  who  had  even  the 
fmalleft  Pretenfions  to  a  Genius,  than  his  ta- 
king into  the  Number  of  his  Acquaintance  an 
Humble  Servant  of  your  Majefty's;  I  mean 
one  Mr.  BudgelL  I  am  pretty  well  allured  that 

your 
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your  Majefty  knows  he  honoured  this  Gen- 
tleman with  his  Confidence.  Your  Majefty 
I  believe  has  heard  of  a  certain  Baronet^ 
who  moft  ftiamefully  abufed  that  Confidence 
the  late  Lord  Halifax  generoufly  repofed  in 
him:  I  never  yet  imitated  his  Example;  and 
hope  I  fhall  not  be  charged  with  doing  fo 
at  prefent,  though  I  venture  to  tell  your 
Majefty  one  Story  of  that  great  Man. 

Mr.  Addison  and  I,  had  the  Honour  to 
accompany  his  Lordfhip  when  he  went  down 
to  Greenwich  to  wait  upon  the  late  King. 
A  little  before  we  went,  he  took  us  into  his 
Library,  and  with  an  Air  that  fpoke  the  in- 
finite Satisfa&ion  of  his  Mind,  expreffed  him- 
felf,  as  nearly  as  I  can  remember,  inthefe  very 
Words.  "  Wd],Gent/eMen,  we  have  at  length 
"  gained  a  compleat  Vidory  :  The  Hanover 
u  Succeflion  takes  place,  the  King  is  land- 
u  ed,  and  we  fhall  foon  have  the  Pleafure 
a  to  kifs  his  Hand :  You  are  fo  much  my 
a  Friends,  that  I  muft  tell  you  plainly  I 
"  expect  to  have  the  White -Staff ;  and  I 
"  have  been  long  confidering,  and  am  come  to 
w  a  Relblution  how  to  behave :  I  came  into 
u  the  World  with  little  or  no  Fortune;  e- 

U      yery 
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'<  very  Man  will  try  to  make  his  private 
"  Circumftances  Eafy  5  I  thank  God  I  have 
cc  made  mine  fo :  I  have  got  more  Money 
"  than  it  is  perhaps  proper  every  body 
"  fliould  know  ;  and  T  am  come  to  a  full  Re- 
u  folution  to  fet  up  my  Reft,  as  to  that 
"  Point,  where  I  am.  I  have  been  in  my 
u  Time  in  a  good  deal  of  hot  Water,  and  as 
u  deeply  engaged  in  Parties  as  moil  Men. 
"  To  fay  the  Truth,  I  have  done  a  good 
"  many  Things  in  the  Spirit  of  Tarty, 
u  which,  when  I  refled  upon  ferioufly,  I  am 
"  heartily  alhamed  of;  I  refolve5  by  the  Help 
u  of  God,  to  make  King  George  the  Firft  not 
a  the  Head  of  a  Party,  but  the  King  of  a 
u  glorious  united  Nation.  To  be  fure,  a 
il  great  many  People  muft  be  removed  from 
"  their  Pofts  :  The  Tories  themfelves  can't 
"  exped  it  Ihould  be  otherwife  ',  and 'twould 
"  be  the  higheft  Ingratitude  not  to  reward 
u  feveral  Gentlemen,  who  have  born  the 
"  Heat  of  the  'Day,  and  run  all  Hazards  for 
"  the  fake  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover :  Yet 
a  at  the  fame  Time,  if  his  Majefty  will  take 
a  my  Advice,  there  ftiall  be  no  Cruelties  „  no 
"  Barbarities  committed  :  Every  worthlels 
"  Fellow  that  has  called  himfelf  a  Whig,  got 

<c  drunk, 
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"  drunk,  and  bawled  at  an  Ele&ion,  fliall  not 
a  dilplace  a  Man  of  ten  Times  his  own  Me- 
u  rit,  only  becaufe  he  is  a  refuted  Tory.  I 
w  think  I  know  that  Party  :  Some  of  them  did 
"  mean  the  Pretender  ;  but  yet  there  arc 
cc  others  among  them  that  are  as  worthy  Men 
"  as  ever  lived.  It  is  Time  the  Nation 
"  {hould  be  united:  We  Ihall  then  indeed  be 
u  a  formidable  People.  I  hope  this  glorious 
a  Work  has  been  referved  by  Providence  for 
u  the  Reign  of  his  Prefent  Majefty.  I  have 
"  told  you  already,  that  I  do  not  propofe  to 
"  lay  up  a  Farthing  out  of  the  Profits  of  my 
u  Poft  :  I  defign  to  live  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
"  as  I  hope  Ihall  be  no  Difhonour  to  my  Ma- 
u  fter  -7  and  I  will,  if  poffible,  put  an  End  to  the 
"  fcandalous  Pra&ice  of  buying  Places.  I 
u  am  firmly  refolved  to  recommend  no  Man 
"  for  a  Pojl  in  the  Government^  but  fuch 
<c  an  one  as  I  have  realbn  to  believe  a  Man 
u  of  Merits  and  who  will  be  a  Credit  to  his 
Country  and  his  King.  As  for  you,  Ad- 
dijon,  as  fbon  as  I  have  got  the  Staff 
my  felf,  I  intend  to  recommend  you  to 
his  Majefty,  for  one  of  his  Secretaries  of 
State. 


[  P  y  Mr. 
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Mr.  Addison,  and  I  believe  very  fincerely, 
told  his  Lordfhip,  that  he  did  not  aim  at  fo 
high  a  Poft ;  and  defired  him  to  remember, 
that  he  was  not  a  Speaker  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Lord  Halifax  briskly  replied,  Come, 
prithee  Addifon,  no  unfeafonable  Modejiy  :  I 
made  thee  Secretary  to  the  Regency  with  this 
very  View :  Thou  haft  now  the  beft  Right  of 
any  Man  in  England  to  be  Secretary  of  State ; 
Nay ■,  'twill  be  a  fort  of  difplacing  thee^  not 
to  make  thee  fo.    If  thou  couldft  but  get  over 
that  filly  Sheepilhnefs  of  thine ■,  that  makes 
thee  fit  in  the  Houfe,  and  hear  a  Fellow 
prate  for  half  an  Hour  together ,  who  has 
not  a  tenth  Tart  of  thy  good  Senje,  I  jhould 
be  glad  to  fee  it  >    but  fince  I  believe  that's 
ivnpojjible,  we  muft  contrive  as  well  as  we 
can.     Thy  Pen  has  already  been  an  Honour 
to  thy  Country,  and,  I  dare  fay^  will  be  a 
Credit  to  thy  King. 

With  thefe  Sentiments  Lord  Halifax 
waited  upon  his  late  Majefty  at  Greenwich  ; 
where  he  foon  found  that  he  had  been  a  lit- 
tle too  fanguine.  It  is  no  great  Secret,  that 
during  the  fhort  Stay  his  Majefty  made  at  the 

Hague* 
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Haguey   he  received  other  Impreflions  than 
thofe  he  had  when  he  left  Hanover.   He  was 
told  by  fomePerfons,  that  If  he  made  a  Lord 
Treafurer,  he  would  make  a  greater  Man 
than    himfelf     The  Merit  of   making  the 
Barrier  Treaty  (  a  Treaty  which  had  been 
condemned  in   Parliament,  and  which  fome 
good   Whigs  thought  a   very  extraordinary 
one)  had  been  fo  pompoufly  difplayed,  that 
when  his  Majefty  landed,  a  noble  Lord,  who 
lately  retired  from  Eufinefs,had  the  beft  Intereft 
in  him  of  any  Englishman.  Meafures  were  ta^ 
ken  very  different  from  thofe  which  the  late 
Lord  Halifax  thought  would  have  been  moft 
for  the   Service  of  his  King  and  his  Country. 
He  had   never  that  Credit  with   his  Royal 
Matter  which  his  Services  had  made  him  con- 
ceive,  at  leaft,  that  he  really  merited  ;  and  all 
his  Friends  know  that  he  had  determined  to 
refign  his  Poll  in  the  Treafury  a  little  before 
his  Death.  Some  People  are  of  Opinion,  that 
had  thofe  moderate  Meafures  beenpuifued,  to 
which  my  Lord  Halifax  was  inclined,  and  in 
which  the  late  M.x.Addifjn  entirelyagreed  with 
him,  we  fhould  not  have  foen  fo  many  hor- 
rid Executions^  and    Scaffolds  ftained  with 
Blood.     I  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  that 
[P  2]  Point: 
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Point:  Yet  thus  much  I  will  venture  to  at 
fert,  That  if  any  Minifter  can  be  wicked 
enough  to  foment,  and  keep  up  'Parties  and 
^ivifions  in  a  Nation,  for  no  other  Reafon, 
but  that  his  own  Conduit  may  not  be  exa- 
mined, or  that  he  may  have  an  Opportunity 
of  railing  a  vaft  Fortune  from  Pardons  and 
Confi feat  ions ;  fuch  a  Minifter  would  be  the 
fevereft  Scourge  with  which  Heaven  in  its 
Wrath  could  poffibly  inflict  a  miferable  Peo^ 
pie;  and  that  ftiould  it  at  laft  think  their 
Sins,  however  greats  had  been  fufficiently 
punifhed,  fhould  it  fufFer  them  to  of  en  their 
Eyes,  and  fee  by  what  Engines,  and  with 
what  Ttefigns  they  had  been  made  to  worry 
and  deflroy  one  another,  they  muft  fall  with 
uncommon  Fury  upon  the  wicked  Caufe  of 
all  their  Miferies.  I  fhall  apply  this  gene- 
ral Pofition  thus  far  to  my  own  Countrymen 
in  f  articular  :  I  hope  no  Arts  v/ill  ever 
prevail  upon  us,  to  confider  our  felves  fo 
much  as  Whigs  and  Tories,  till  we  are 
brought  intirely  to  forget  what  it  chiefly 
concerns  us  to  remember,  namely,  That  we 
are  all  Englishmen. 


As 
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As  I  am  fenfible  how  glad  fome  People 
would  be  to  put  an  ill  Conftruction  upon  my 
Words,  I  muft  declare,  That  nothing  in  the 
preceding  Paragraphs  is  meant  as  a  Reflec- 
tion upon  his  late  Majefty :  That  amiable 
Prince  had,  without  Difpute,  a  Soul  above 
'Pride ■_,  and  full  of  Humanity.  It  was  his 
great  Misfortune,  as  well  as  ours^  that  he  did 
not  fpeak  our  Language  ;  and  that  befides 
this  great  Impediment,  ibme  about  him  en- 
deavoured, as  much  as  poffible,  to  prevent 
his  being  acquainted  with  his  Subjects  :  Nor 
can  there  be  a  greater  Inftance,  how  far  a 
Good-natured  Prince  may  be  influenced  to  do 
hard  Things,  than  his  late  Majefty 's  frown- 
ing upon  a  Sonj  who  was  the  Ornament 
and  Support  of  his  Throne ;  a  Fact  I  fliould 
not  mention,  if  it  was  not  too  notorioufly 
known  to  efcape  being  recorded  in  Hiflory. 
As  to  the  late  Lord  Halifax,  I  loved  him 
when  living  ;  I  ftiil  honour  and  refpeEl  his 
Memory  ;  and  hope,  that  though  I  have  re- 
lated his  Sentiments  in  the  fame  frank  Man- 
ner he  fpoke  them  to  two  Perfons  in  whom 
he  confided,  the  Story  is  not  much  to  his 
Difad  vantage 
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I  have  flung  into  the  Appendix,  a  ftiort 
Sketch  of  this  great  Man's  Character  ^  (ex- 
tracted from  a  Pamphlet  published  fome 
Years  fince ;)  in  which  I  hope  my  Enemies 
will  hardly  dare  to  fay  I  flattered  him,  fince 
I  drew  it  after  his  'Death^  and  when  I  was 
very  well  allured  it  could  not  turn  to  my 
Advantage  *. 

I  may  feem  to  have  digrefied  a  little  from 
the  Subject  I  was  upon,  viz.  The  Liberty  of  the 
*Prefs ;  yet  from  what  I  have  faid  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  the  great  Men  of  all  Parties 
fince  the  Revolution,  Whigs  and  Tories ',  have 
left  us  this  inefiimable  Branch  of  our  Liber- 
ties >  and  that  while  their  ABions  have  been 
fuch  as  would  Lear  being  defended^  and  they 
have  treated  Men  of  Parts  with  that  Huma- 
nity which  is  juftly  due  to  them,  they  have 
not  been  afraid  of  the  Liberty  of  the  cPrefs. 

I  shall  not  deny,  but  that  Ihould  fome 
Minifter,  for   our   Sins,  be  placed  over  us, 

who 


*  Sec  Appendix,  Page  xvii. 
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who  was  wicked  enough  to  ftick  at  nothing 
to  aggrandize  himfelf  and  his  Family  •  and 
at  the  fame  Time  weak  enough  to  opprefs 
and  provoke  Men  of  Senfe  and  Genius  *  if 
while  he  is  profufe  in  his  Rewards  to  thole 
who  talk  fuch  Stuff  before  a  fele6t  Affembly, 
as  their  Audience  are  often  fick  with  hearing, 
he  makes  no  Scruple  to  injure  thofe  who  can 
ipeak  to  a  whole  Nation,  and  engage  their 
Attention  ;  I  fay,  I  fliall  not  deny,  but  that 
fuch  a  Minfter,  with  fuch  a  Conduct :,  might 
have  great  Reafon  to  dread  and  apprehend 
the  Liberty  of  the  Trefe.  He  might  very 
juftly  fear  that  his  Picture  would  be  drawn 
in  Colours  more  lafting  than  Sir  Godfrey 
Kneller\  be  delivered  down  to  Pofteri- 
ty  in  its  full  Deformity,  and,  perhaps,  with 
fome  of  its  worft  Features  a  little  aggravated. 
I  believe  I  may  very  fafely  affirm,  that  a 
Man  of  a  liberal  Education,  and  a  noble 
Genius,  had  much  rather  commend  than  cen- 
fure  ;  that  he  has  naturally  an  Averfion  to 
Satire  ;  and  never  ufes  it,  but  either  when  he 
is  obliged  to  do  fo  in  his  own  juft  Defence, 
or  when  he  conceives  the  Qbjefts  of  his  Sa- 
tires are  altogether  incorrigible  by  milder 
Methods. 

[P  4]  Cty&a 
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CunBa  frius  tentanda;  fed  immedicabile 

vulnus 
Enfe  refcidendum  e/f. 

When  the  Caufe  of  his  Country,  or  hi* 
own  perfbnal  Injuries  call  loudly  upon  him, 
a  Man  of  Parts  may  lawfully  ufe  that  Wea- 
pon which  God  and  Nature  has  put  into  his 
Hands ;  and  a  late  celebrated  Author  has 
obferved  in  his  Chara&erifticks,  That  in  a 
Country  where  there  is  any  Freedom.,  Wri- 
ters of  real  Ability  and  Merit  can  do  them- 
/elves  Jtifice  whenever  they  are  injured^ 
and  are  ready  furnijhed  with  Means  fuffi- 
cient  to  make  themfelves  confidered  by  the 
Men  in  higheji  Tower. 

It  is  not  impoffible  but  your  Majefty  may 
at  prefent  be  fo  much  in  Love  with  Nobili- 
ty^ as  to  think  no  Doctrine  orthodox g  but 
what  comes  from  the  Pen  of  a  Terfpn  of 
Quality.  If  this  be  the  Cafe,  it  is  proper  I 
fhould  let  you  know,  that  the  Writer  I  laft 
quoted  is  the  late  Earl  of  Shaftesbury.  I 
find  what  this  noble  Author  fays  in  one 
of  his  Effays?  is  fo  much  to  my  prefent  P.ur- 

R  pofe5 
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pofe,  that  I  fliall  quote  fome  Part  of  it,  and 
venture  to  recommend  It,  not  only  to  your 
Majefty's  Confideration,  but  to  the  Confide- 
ration  of  all  Grandees  and  Potentates  in  ge- 
neral, for  whofe  Vfe  and  Benefit  it  evident- 
ly was  defigned. 

cc  Nobles  and  Princes  muft  remember, 
cc  that  their  Fame  is  in  the  Hands  of  Pen- 
rr  men\  and  that  the  greateft  A&ions  loft 
cc  their  Force  and  perifh,  in  the  Cuftody  of 
rr  unable  and  mean  Writers.  Let  a  Nation 
cc  remain  ever  fo  rude  or  barbarous,  it  muft 
cc  have  its  Poets,  Hiftoriographers,  and 
ff  Antiquaries  of  fome  kind  or  other,  whofe 
cc  Bufmefs  it  will  be  to  recount  its  remark- 
rr  able  Tranfaclions,  and  record  the  Atchieve- 
cc  ments  of  its  Civil  and  Military  Heroes. 
cc  And  though  the  Military  Kind  may  hap- 
cc  pen  to  be  the  fartheft  removed  from  any 
rr  Acquaintance  with  Letters,  or  the  Mufesy 
cc  they  are  yet,  in  Reality,  the  moft  intereft- 
cc  edintheCaufe  and  Party  of  thefe  Re- 
cc  membrancers.  The  greateft  Share  of 
cc  Fame  and  Admiration  falls  naturally  on 
cc  the  armed  Worthies.  The  Great  in  Coun- 
*{  cil  are  fecond  in  the  Mufes  Favour.    But 

"if 
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cc  if  worthy  poetick  Genius's  are  not  found, 
cc  nor  able  Tenmen  raifed,  to  rehearfe  the 
cc  Lives,  and  celebrate  the  high  A&ions  of 
cc  Great  Men,  they  mutt  be  traduced  by  fuch 
cc  Recorders  as  Chance  prefents.  We  have 
cc  few  Modern  Heroes,  who,  like  Xenophon 
rr  or  Cafar,  can  write  their  own  Comment  a- 
cc  ries.  And  the  raw  Memoir-Writings ', 
cc  and  unformed  Pieces  of  Modem  State f* 
cc  men,  full  of  their  interelted  and  private 
cc  Views,  will,  in  another  Age,  be  of  little 
cc  Service  to  fupport  their  Memory,  or  Name^ 
cc  fince  already  the  World  begins  to  ficken 
<c  with  the  Kind .  'Tis  the  learned,  the  able, 
cc  and  difinterefted  Hijiorian  who  takes  placer 
<c  at  laft.  And  when  the  fignal  Toet,  or 
cc  Herald  of  Fame  is  once  heard,  the  infe- 
cc  rior  Trumpets  link  in  Silence  and  Obli- 
cc  vion. 

cc  But  fuppofing  it  were  poffible  for  the 
cc  Hero,  or  State/man,  to  be  abfolutely  un- 
cc  concerned  for  his  Memory,  or  what  came 
cc  after  him  ;  yet  for  the  prefent  merely,  and 
cc  during  his  own  Time,  it  muft  be  of  Impor- 
cc  tance  to  him  to  ftand  fair  with  the  Men  of 
cc  Letters  an&Ingenuity,  and  to  have  the  Cha- 
C  "  rafter 
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cc  rafter  and  Repute  of  being  favourable  to 
cc  their  Art.  Be  the  illuftrious  Perfon  ever 
rr  fo  high  cr  awful  in  his  Station,  he  rauft 
cc  have  Defcriptions  made  of  him,  in  Verfe 
cc  and  'Profej  under  feigned  or  real  Appel- 
cc  lations.  If  he  be  omitted  in  found  Ode ',  or 
cc  lofty  Epkk,  he  muft  be  fung  at  leaft  in 
cc  *Doggrel  and  plain  Ballad.  The  People 
cc  will  needs  have  his  Effigies,  tho'  they  fee 
cc  his  Perfon  ever  fo  rarely  :  And  if  he  re- 
cc  fufes  to  fit  to  the  good  Painter,  there  are 
cc  others,  who,  to  oblige  the  Publick,  will 
cc  take  the  Defign  in  hand.  We  mall  take 
cc  up  with  what  prefents  ;  and,  rather  than 
rr  be  without  the  illuftrious  Thyftognomy  of 
cc  our  Great  Man,  {hall  be  contented  to  fee 
cc  him  portraitured  by  the  Artift  who  ferves 
cc  to  illuftrate  Prodigies  in  Fairs,  and  adorn 
rr  heroick  Sign-Tofts.  The  ill  Paint  of  this 
cc  kind  cannot,  it's  true,  difgrace  his  Excel- 
rr  lency  ;  whofe  Privilege  it  is,  in  common 
cc  with  the  Royal  Iflue,  to  be  raifed  to  this 
cc  Degree  of  Honour,  and  to  invite  the  Pair 
c  c  fenger  or  Traveller  by  his  Signal  Repre- 
cc  fentative.  ^Tis  fuppofed  in  this  Cafe, 
rr  that  there  are  better  Pictures  current  of  the 
cc  Hero  \  and  that  fuch  as  thefe,  are  no  true 

cc  or 
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cc  or  favourable  Reprefentations  :  But  in 
cc  another  fort  of  Limning,  there  is  great 
cc  Danger  left  the  Hand  fhould  difgrace 
cc  theSubjeft.  Vile  Encomiums  and  wretch- 
rr  ed  Panegyricks  are  the  worft  of  Sa- 
rc  tires ;  and  when  fordid  and  low  Genius's 
cc  make  their  Court  fuccefsfully  in  one  Way, 
cc  the  generous  and  able  are  apteft  to  revenge 
rr  it  in  another. 

a  All  Things confidered,  as  to  the  Intereft 
H  of  our  'Potentates  and  Grandees,  they  ap- 
"  pear  to  have  only  this  Choice  left  'em,  either 
u  wholly,  if  poffible,  to  fupprefi  Letters \,  or 
iC  give  a  helping  Hand  towards  their  Support. 
a  Wherever  the  Author-PraElice  and  Liber. 
a  if  of  the  Pen  has  in  the  leaf  prevailed,  the 
"  Governors  of  the  State  muft  be  either  con- 
a  fiderable  Gainers  or  Sufferers  by  its  Means ; 
u  fo  that  'twould  become  them  either  by 
"  a  right  Turkifj  Policy  to  ftrike  direftly 
c<  at  the  ProfeJJion,  and  overthrow  the  very 
"  Art  and  My  fiery  itfelf,  or  with  Alacrity 
iC  to  fupport  and  encourage  it  in  the  right 
iC  Manner,  by  a  generous  and  impartial  Re- 
<f  gard  to  Merit.  To  aft  narrowly,  or  by 
u  Halves  ;  or  with  Indifference  and  Goolnefs ; 


"  or 


to  Cleomenes.  212 

€<  or  fantaflically,  and  by  Humour  merely, 

"  will  fcarce  be  found  to  turn  to  their  Ac- 

a  count.   They  muft  do  Jufiice,  that  Jujiice 

"  may  be  done  them  in  Return.     'Twill  be 

"  in  vain  for  our  Alexanders  to  give  Or- 

cc  ders,  that  none  belides  a  Lijippus  fhould 

u  make  their  Statue  ;    nor  any  befides  an 

*  Apelles  fhould  draw  their  Picture.      In- 

<c  folent  Intruders  will    do  themfelves  the 

cc  Honour  to  pra&ife  on  the  Features  of  thefe 

a  Heroes  ;  and  a   vile  Charilus^   after  all, 

ic  fhall,  with  their  own   Confent,    perhaps, 

"  fupply  the  room  of  a  deferving  and  noble 

"  Artift. 

"  In  a  Government  where  the  People  are 
6  (  Sharers  in  Power,  but  no  cDiftributers 
a  or  cDifpenfers  of  Rewards,  they  exped  it 
u  of  their  Princes  and  Great  Men,  that  they 
"  fhould  fupply  the  generous  Part,  and  be- 
"  flow  Honour  and  Advantage  on  thofe  from 
"  whom  the  Nation  it  felf  may  receive  Ho- 
"  nour  and  Advantage  :  'Tis  expected,  that 
u  they  who  are  high  and  eminent  in  the 
"  State,  fhould  not  only  ^provide  for  its  ne- 
"  ceffary  Safety  and  Subfiftence,  but  omit 
"  nothing  which  may  contribute  to  its  T)ig- 
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<c  nity  and  Honour.  The  Arts  and  Sciences 
"  muft  not  be  left  Patronlefs.  The  Pub- 
w  lick  itfelf  will  join  with  the  good  Wits 
ct  and  Judges j  in  the  Refentment  of  fuch  a 
41  Neglect.  Tis  no  fmall  Advantage,  even  in 
"  ##  abfolute  Government,  for  a  Miniftry 
cc  to  have  /F/£  on  their  Side3  and  engage 
*  .M<?#  of  Merit  in  this  kind,  to  be  their  fVell- 
"  Withers  and  Friends :  And  in  thole  States 
u  where  ambitious  Leaders  often  contend  for 
*c  the  fupreme  Authority,  'tis  a  confiderable 
"  Advantage  to  the  ///  Caufi  of  fuch  Pre-- 
"  tenders,  when  they  can  obtain  a  Name  and 
"  Intereft  with  the  Men  of  Letters,  The 
c<  good  Emperor  Trajan,  though  himfelf  no 
cc  mighty  Scholar,  had  his  Due,  as  well  as 
u  an  Auguftus  $  and  was  as  highly  celebra- 
"  ted  for  his  Munificence  >  and  juji  Encou- 
u.  ragement  of  every  Art  and  Virtue.  And 
u  Qafar,  who  could  write  fo  well  himfelf, 
cc  and  maintained  his  Caufe  by  Wit,  as  well 
a  as  by  Arms .,  knew  experimentally  what 
"  it  was  to  have  even  a  Catullus  his  Enemy ; 
"  and  though  lafted  fo  often  in  in  his  Lam- 
u  poons,  continued  to  forgive  and  court  him. 
"  The  Traytor  knew  the  Importance  of  this 
H  Mildnefs.     May  none  who  have  the  fame 

"  Defigns 
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<c  Defigns,  underftand  fo  well  the  Advan- 
cc  tages  of  fuch  a  Conduct !  I  would  have 
a  required  only  this  one  cDefe£i  in  Cafar's 
a  Generq/ity,  to  have  been  fecure  of  his  ne- 
"  ver  rifing  to  Greatnefs,  or  enjlaving  his  na- 
cc  tive  Country  :  Let  him  have  fhewn  a 
cc  Ruggednefs  and  Aujterity  towards  free 
cc  Genius's j  or  a  Neglect  or  Contempt  to- 
"  wards  Men  of  Wit  ;  let  him  have  trufted 
u  to  his  Arms j  and  declared  againft  Arts 
"  and  Letters  \  and  he  would  have  proved  a 
?  iecond  Marius,  or  a  Cat  aline  of  meaner 
a  Fame  and  Chara&er. 

u  ^Tis,  I  know,  the  Imagination  of  fome 

"  who  are  called  Great  Men,   that  in  regard 

"  of  their  high  Stations,  they  may  be  efteem-* 

"  ed  to  pay  a  fufficient  Tribute  to  Letters, 

u  and  difcharge  themfelves,  as  to  their  own 

u  Part   in  particular,   if  they  chuic  indifFe- 

"  rently  any  Subject  for  their  Bounty,  and 

a  are  pleafed  to  confer  their  Favours  either 

cC  on  fome  one  Pretender  to  Art,  or  promif- 

lQ  cuoufly  to  fuch  of  the  Tribe  of  Writers, 

H  whofe  chief  Ability  ha£    lain  in  making 

"  their  Court  well,  and  obtaining  to  be  in- 

u  troduced    to  their    Acquaintance.      This 

"  they 
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"  they  think  fufficient  to  inftal  them  *Pa~> 
"  trons  of  Wit,  and  Mailers  of  the  literate 
"  Order.  But  this  Method  will,  of  any  other, 
a  the  leaft  ferve  their  Intereft  or  Defign. 
il  The  Ill-placing  of  Rewards  ^  is  a  double  In- 
"  jury  to  Merit,  and  in  every  Caufe  or  In- 
"  tereft  pajfes  for  worfe  than  mere  Indiffe- 
"  rence  or  Neutrality.  There  can  be  no  Ex- 
i6  cufe  for  making  an  ill  Choice.  Merit  in 
every  kind  is  eafily  difcovered,  when 
fought :  The  Tublick  itfelf  fails  not  to 
give  fufficient  Indication,  and  points  out 
"  thofe  Genius's,  who  want  only  Countenance 
"  and  Encouragement  to  become  confiderable. 
"  An  ingenious  Man  never  Jiarves  unknown  ; 
"  and  Great  Men  muft  wink  hard,  or  'twould 
"  be  impoffible  for  them  to  mifs  fuch  advan- 
a  tageous  Opportunities  of  ihewing  their 
"  Generofity,  and  acquiring  the  univerfal  EC- 
"  teem,  Acknowledgments,  and  good  Wifties 
u  of  the  ingenious  and  learned Part  of  Man- 
«  kind/' 

These  are  the  Sentiments  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury ;  whofe  Breaft  was  warmed 
with  the  jufteft  Notions  of  Liberty j  Honour j 
and  Humanity  ;  and  whole  Lois  would  have 

been 
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been  fcarce  fupportable  to  thofe  who  perfo- 
nally  knew  him,  if  he  had  not  left  a  Son  be- 
hind him,  who  feems  to  inherit  not  only  his 
Eft  ate,  but  his  Virtues. 

My  Lord  Shaftesbury  is  of  Opinion,  that 
A  Nation  can  hardly  be  enftaved,  while  Men 
of  Parts  and  Learning  defend  her  Liberties 
and  Inter eft  j  and  that  even  Cafar  himfeJf, 
with  all  his  great  Qualities,  would  not  have 
been  able  to  fubvert  the  Roman  Conftitution, 
if  he  had  not  with  infinite  Addrefi,  and  by 
a  moft  uncommon  Generofiry,  engaged  the 
Men  of  Wit  to  be  of  his  Party.  I  hope 
for  the  fake  of  Liberty y  this  noble  Author's 
Obfervation  is  true  :  The  World  has  not  at 
prefent  a  Multitude  of  Cafars  ;  and,  as  bad 
as  the  Age  is,  I  myfelf  have  known  one  or 
two  Inftances,  where  Men  of  diftinguifhed 
Parts  and  Learning,  have  refufed  all  Offers 
of  private  Advantage  to  themfelves,  when 
they  have  imagined  their  receiving  them 
would  have  been  inconfiftent  with  the  Good 
of  their  Country.  The  noble  Author  laft 
quoted  is  likewife  of  Opinion,  that  it  would 
be  highly  for  the  Intereil  of  fuch  Grandees  ^ 
and  Governors  of  the  State,  as  would  fain  be 
[  QJ  Tyrants > 
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Tyrants j  and  have  not  got  the  Men  of  Parts 
on  their  Side,  to  imitate  the  Turkifh  Policy  / 
To  take  away  the  Liberty  oftheTen^  to  fup- 
prefs  Letters  entirely,  and  overthrow  the 
very  Art  and  Myftery  of  Learning.  I 
fully  agree  with  his  Lordlhip  upon  this 
Head  ;  and  as  fliocking  as  this  Scheme  of  Po- 
liticks may  feem,  which  his  Lordlhip  afferts 
would  be  for  the  Inter  eft  of  a  certain  Sort  of 
Potentates  and  Grandees ,  it  is  nothing  more 
than  what  two  famous  Tyrants  ufed  their  ut- 
moft  Endeavours  to  put  in  Execution ;  I  mean 
Caligula^  and  an  Emperor  who  reigned  in 
China  about  two  thoufand  Years  fince.  It 
feems  neither  of  thefc  two  worthy  Gentle- 
men  cared  to  have  his  Virtues  and  Exploits 
recorded  in  Hiftory ;  or  compared  with,  thofe  of 
fome  other  Emperors :  They  therefore  burnt 
all  thcBooks  andLibraries  they  could  lay  their 
Hands  upon,  and  made  it  penal  for  any  Man 
to  be  a  Writer :  Learning,  however,  had  the 
good  Fortune  to  furvive  both  of  them,  and 
Hiftory  has  taken  her  full  Revenge  upon 
them :  She  has  given  us  their  Pictures  in  fuch 
Colours,  that  their  Names  and  Memories  are 
detefted  by  all  Men. 

Should 
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Should  any  Minftcr  arife  in  this  Ifland, 
who  ftiould  offer  to  make  the  leaft  Attempt 
upon  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs,  I  hope,  from 
what  has  been  faid,  my  Countrymen  will  ea- 
fily  guefs  what  it  is  he  is  aiming  at  :  And 
here  I  muft  obferve,  that  ftiould  fuch  a  Mi- 
nifter  carry  on  fuch  expenfive  Profecutions,  at 
the  Publick  Charge,  againft  any  Writer  he 
did  not  like,  as  a  Man  of  a  moderate  For- 
tune was  not  able  to  defend  himfelf  againft, 
fiich  a  Proceeding  would  be  almoft  the  fame 
Thing,  as  taking  away  the  Liberty  of  the 
Trefs  by  an  Aft  of  Parliament.  I  muft 
likewife  take  Notice  of  that  <Dottrine  of 
Inuendoes,  which  fome  People  have  endea- 
voured to  make  pafs  for  Orthodox :  If  I  was 
bid  to  define  it,  I  know  not  how  to  do  it  bet- 
ter, than  by  declaring,  that  it  feems  to  me  to 
be  A  very  extraordinary  Liberty  which  one 
Man  ajfumesy  of  declaring  what  another  Man 
meant.  Mens  Attions  are  undoubtedly  pu- 
nifhable  by  human  Laws  ;  but  their  Mean- 
ings and  Intentions  feem  moft  proper  to  be 
determined  before  a  much  higher  Tribunal, 
than  any  eftabliftied  in  JVefiminfter-Hall ;  I 
mean,  before  that  great  Tribunal,  where  in 
[QX]  due 
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due  Time  the  Secrets  of  all  Hearts  will  be 
laid  open.  I  hope,  therefore,  I  fhall  never  live 
to  fee  an  Englishman  innuendo' d  out  of  his 
Lif\  his  Liberty,  or  his  Fortune  :  If  there 
was  but  a  very  little  Improvement  made  up- 
on this  T)o6irine  of  Innuendo's^  and  one  Man 
ftiould  take  upon  him  to  judge  when  another 
muft  fpeak  ironically ',  it  is  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  that  almoft  every  Author  in  England^ 
who  has  wrote  a  Dedication  to  a  Great  Man, 
might  be  brought  within  the  Statute  of  Scan- 
dalum  Magnatum  ;  A  Statute  which  was 
doubtlefs  nicely  calculated  to  preferve  the 
Liberties  of  a  free  People. 

Liberty  is  a  Lady  of  exquifite  Beauty  : 
One  of  our  beft  Poets  falls  into  a  fort  of  Rap- 
ture at  her  very  Name, 

0  Liberty  !  thou  Goddefs  heavenly  bright i 
tProfufc  ofBIifs,  and  pregnant  with  Delight! 
Eternal  cPleafures  in  thy  Qrefence  reigny 
And  [railing  Plenty  leads  thy  wanton  Train ; 
Eas'd  of  her  Load,  Subjection  grows  more  light, 
And  Poverty  looks  chearful  in  thy  Sight ; 

Tkou 
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Thou  mak'Ji  the  gloomy  Face  of  Nature  gay, 
Grofl  Beauty  to  the  5//;/,  and  ^leafure  to  the  Day . 

Addison. 

But  then  this  fame  Lady,  like  other  great 
Beauties,  is  extremely  apprehenfive  of  ha- 
ving any  Attempt  made  upon  her.  Should 
any  defperate  Ruffian  but  offer  to  clap  a 
Gag  in  her  Month,  fhe  would  certainly  con- 
clude, (as  moft  of  her  Sex  would  in  the  fame 
Circumftances,)  that  fhe  was  firft  to  be  ra- 
vijbed,  and  then  murdered. 

The  Romans  were  fo  extreamly  jealous  of 
their  Liberty,  and  knew  fo  well  how  apt 
Mens  Heads  are  to  be  turned  by  Tower  and 
Flattery,  that  they  took  Care  to  give  their 
greateft  Heroes  a  little  Mortification,  even 
in  the  Midft  of  their  moft  folemn  Triumphs. 
If  we  may  guefs  from  fome  Defcriptions 
which  are  left  us  of  a  Roman  Triumph,  it 
was  certainly  one  of  the  moft  glorious  Sights 
in  the  World.  The  vaft  Quantity  of  rich 
Spoils  which  were  ufually  carried  along  up- 
on this  Occafion,  The  Shouts  and  Songs  of 
a  victorious  Army  crowned  with  Laurel,  and 
a  Multitude  of  Captives  which  clofed  the 
[0.3  ]  Shew> 
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Shew  y  all  added  the  utmoft  Luftre  to  the 
Solemnity  :  In  the  Midft  of  thefe  rode  the 
Vi&or  himfelf  in  his  Triumphal  Chariot, 
while  all  the  Streets  and  Buildings  in  Rome, 
from  the  Gate  at  which  he  entered,  quite  up 
to  the  Capitol,  were  filled  with  a  prodigious 
Number  of  his  Fellow-Citizens,  who,  as  he 
paffed  by  them,  ftiowered  down  Millions  of 
Bleflings  upon  the  Man  who  had  done  fuch 
fignal  Services  for  his  Country.  The  Ro- 
mans allowed  all  this  as  a  Reward  to  Merit y 
and  for  the  'Dignity  of  their  Commonwealth; 
but  for  fear  the  Conqueror  fhould  grow 
too  conceited  with  fb  many  Acclamations, 
and  Shouts  of  Applaufe,  they  obliged  him 
to  let  a  Common  Slave  ride  with  him  in  his 
Triumphal  Chariot. 


Et  fibi  Conful 


Ne  £  lace  at ,  curru  Servus  port  at  ur  eodem. 

Juv. 

The  Senate  themfelves  took  care  to  fhew 
their  Diflike  of  any  Man  who  gave  the  leaft 
Sign  of  an  uncommon  Infolence  or  Vanity ;  of 
which,  I  beg  Leave  to  give  your  Majefty 
a  very  remarkable  Inftance. 

Marius 
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Marius,  was  without  Difpute,  a  good  Sol- 
dier, and  had  done  his  Country  fome  Service ; 
but  made  it  too  foon  appear,  that  he  intended 
nothing  more  than  to  fatisfy  his  own  Avarice 
and  Ambition :  In  a  Word,  that  he  was 
cruel,  ungrateful,  vain,  and  iniblent.  When 
the  Solemnity  of  his  Triumph  over  Jugurthtz 
was  ended,  he  called  the  Senate  together, 
and  had  the  confummate  Affurance  to  enter 
that  illuftrious  Aflembly  in  his  Trmmphal 
Robe.  This  vain  Fellow  was  weak  enough  to 
imagine,  that  while  he  was  thus  diftinguiihed 
in  his  'Drefs  from  every  other  Senator,  his 
Speeches  would  have  a  more  than  uiual 
Weight j  and  that  he  might  govern  the  Se- 
nate as  he  pleafed.  He  found  himfelf  terribly 
miftaken ;  and  that  the  Eyes  of  a  Roman 
Senate  were  not  to  be  dazzled  by  an  embroi- 
dered Gown :  All  the  Aflembly  looked  upon 
the  uncommmon  Appearance  of  this  infolent 
'Plebeian,  with  the  utmoft  Contempt  and  In- 
dignation. Marius,  though  remarkable  for 
a  moft  profligate  AJfurance,  could  not  bear 
the  Eyes  of  a  Roman  Senate,  whofe  Looks 
fufficiently  informed  him  what  they  thought 
of  him.  He  found  it  extremely  proper  to 
[0^4]  Retire, 
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Retire j  to  put  off  his  Embroidered  Gown, 
and  return  habited  like  other  Senators  of  his 
own  Rank.  The  Vanity  of  his  Attempt 
was  not,  however,  forgot :  It  difcovered  fiich 
an  uncommon  Stock  of  'Pride  and  Infolence^ 
that  many  obferving  Men  were  thp  lefs  fur- 
prized,  when,  a  few  Years  after,  they  faw  the 
Streets  of  Rome  wet  with  the  Blood  of  her  beji 
Citizens ',  who  were  facrificed  to  the  Jea- 
loujy  and  Avarice  of  this  wicked  and  rapa- 
cious Man. 

The  greateft  Check  we  have  in  Great 
Britain,  upon  the  Actions  of  fuch  Men  as 
may  think  themfelves  above  the  Reach  of  the 
Law,  is  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs  :  We  have 
enjoyed  this  Mark  of  Freedom  pretty  quietly 
evevjittce  the  Revolution.  If  we  have  i^w 
any  Men  in  Power  lince  that  Time,  do  fuch 
Things  as  they  did  not  care  the  Publjck 
ihould  be  put  upon  obferving,  What  would 
they  have  done,  had  the  Liberty  of  the 
<Pre/s  been  taken  away  ! 

I  must  own,  I  am  under  the  lefs  Appre- 
henfions  of  our  lofing  this  ineftimable  Branch 
of  our  Liberty,  becaufe,  I  find,  that  all  Men, 

though 
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though  of  different  Parties  and  Opinions, 
who  have  any  Senfe  of  Shame  or  Liberty 
left,  are  of  the  fame  Opinion,  upon  this 
Important  Subjed. 

I  cannot  omit  in  this  Place  doing  a  Piece 
of  Juftice  to  a  Reverend   Prelate,  who  has 
been  frequently  accufed,  of  late,  of  having 
aded  directly  contrary  to  thofe  Principles  he 
once  profefled.     I  have   neither  Time,  nor 
Inclination  to  examine  whether  this  Charge 
be,  or  be  not  trite  in  Fad  ;    or  if  it  be  true, 
whether  what   his  Lordlhip   has  done,   has 
proceeded   from    a  Defire   to    get  a  better 
Bifhoprick,  or  from  a  real  Error  in  his  Judg- 
ment ;  or,  laftly,    from  his  having  received 
great  perfonal  Favours  from  a  certain  Gen- 
tleman :   Thefe  have  fometimes  fo  ftrongly 
affeded   a  grateful  Mind,    that  they  have 
made  very  valuable  Men  do  Things  which 
neither  their  Friends,  nor  themfelves,  once 
imagined  they  could  have  been  capable  of: 
But  without  entering  into  any  of  thefe  Enqui- 
ries, what  I  would  here  take  notice  of,  is  a 
Declaration  in  Print  which  his  Lordlhip  has 
lately  made  to   this  Effed,  viz.     That  he 
(hall  ever  be  for  maintaining  the  Liberty 

R  OF 
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of  the  Press,  f acred  and  inviolable j  even 
though  he  was  jure  every  Week  of  being  ex- 
fofed  to  the  Tublick,  with  all  the  Wit  and 
Malice  his  Enemies  are  Mafters  of.  This 
handfome  Declaration,  I  hope,  his  greateft 
Enemies  will  have  the  Ingennity  to  own,  is 
exa&ly  conformable  to  thofe  Principles  he 
formerly  profeffed.  It  mult,  I  think  be  al- 
lowed, that  few  Men  in  England  have  made 
a  larger  Ufe  of  thcLiberty  of  the  Tre/s,  than 
his  Lordftiip  has  done,  who  has  publickly 
maintained  fevcral  Points  in  Oppofition  to 
the  Senfe  of  the  Convocation,  and  to  fome  of 
the  greateft  and  molt  learned  Divines  of  our 
eitablifhed  Church :  After  this,  I  mutt  own,  that 
could  1  but  fufpeft  his  Lordftiip  had  any  Hand 
in  a  Defign  either  to  abridge,  or  take  away 
this  Branch  of  our  Liberties,  I  fhould  look 
upon  him  as  one  of  the;  molt  notorious 
and  defpicable  Hypocrites,  that  ever  appear- 
ed in  any  Age.  I  will  go  ftill  farther :  Should 
this  invaluable  Branch  of  the  Britijb  Liber- 
ties ever  happen  to  be  attacked,  if  his  Lord- 
ftiip did  not  employ  all  his  Abilities  and  In- 
terejt  in  the  Defence  of  it ;  if  he  did  not 
write j  fpeakj  and  folicite,  in  good  Earnefi^ 
againft  any  Bill  which  ftruck,  though  never 

fo 
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So  remotely ,  at  the  Liberty  of  the  Tre/s ; 
I  fliould  from  thenceforward  readily  believe 
the  worft  Stories  his  greateft  Enemies  report 
of  him.  But  till  I  have  Reafon  to  doubt 
his  Lordfhip's  Sincerity  in  this  Particular, 
I  muft  beg  fbme  Gentlemen's  Pardon,  for 
whom  I  have  the  utmoft  Refpett,  if  I  fuC- 
pend  my  Belief  of  fome  Things  >  or  fhould 
even  fuffer  it  to  lean  that  Way,  where  Good 
Nature  and  Charity  feem  to  folicite  it. 

I  do  likewife  own  to  your  Majefty,  that  I 
cannot  poffibly  believe  your  Majefty's  Hero 
will  aim  at  abolifhing  the  Liberty  of  the 
Trefs;  becaufe  No  Body  ever  made  a  greater 
Ufe  of  it  than  himfelf  When  he  was  a 
private  Gentleman^  and  out  of  Power,  he  is 
allowed  by  his  Friends  to  have  wrote  a  Pam- 
phlet, which  he  dedicated  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Oxford,  then  Lord  Treafurer,  and  in  which 
he  arraigns  the  whole  Condu6l  and  Meafures 
of  that  noble  Lord.  But  he  does  not  flop 
here  :  He  declares,  in  EfFed,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  were  at  that  Time 
a  Set  of  Corrupt  Men,  who  would  do  any 
Thing  they  were  bid,  and  adhere  to  his 
Lordjhip  and  their  Monosyllables  againft  the 

loudeft 
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loudeft  Di&ates,   either  of  Juflice\  or  their 
own  Conferences. 

- 
I  n  e  v  e  r  yet  heard  any  body  doubt,  but  that 
your  Hero   was  likewife   the  Author  of  a 
certain  Pamphlet,  entitled,  The  Cafe  ofR.fV. 
Efq\  Your  Majefty  mull  know,  that  this  R.  JV. 
Efq>,  was  at  that  Time  z  private  Gentleman ^ 
who  had  formerly  been  in  a  publick  Poft,  and 
was  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  taking 
more  Money  in  that  Poft,  than  they  con- 
ceived he  ought  to  have  done.     If  this  Gen- 
tleman was  really  fo  innocent,  as  he  is  repre- 
fented  to  be  in  the  Pamphlet  I  have  mention- 
ed,    the  Britijh  Houfe  of  Commons   were 
moft  certainly  guilty  of  a  flagrant  Att  of 
Cruelty  and  Injuftice  ;    which  the  Author 
of  this    Pamphlet    does    not  at  all    fcruple 
very    ftrongly   to  infinuate.     I    believe  no 
body  will  venture   to  affert,   that  it  is  not 
a   much   higher  Piece    of  Affurance,    and 
much  more  criminal,  (if  any  Thing  of  this 
kind  is  fo,)  to  cenfure   the  Proceedings  of 
that  Auguft  Affembly,    who  reprefent  the 
Britijh  Nation,  than  to  fall  upon  any  par- 
ticular Minifter.     I  cannot  therefore  poffibly 
think,  that  a  Man,  who  has  taken  fuch  ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary  Liberties  in  Print,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  can  ever  have  the  Ajfurance  to 
ftrike-at  the  Liberty  of  the  T re fs  :  And  up- 
on the  whole,  I  do  entirely  agree  with  your 
Majefty,  that  the  Export  of  his  having  any 
fuch  Intention,  mull  certainly  be  a  moft  In- 
famous Forger).  However,  what  I  have 
wrote  upon  this  important  Subjedt,  may  pof- 
fibly  be  of  \J&  one  Day  or  other,  though  it 
is  altogether  unnecejfary  at  this  Time. 

I  am  likewife  of  Opinion  with  your  Ma- 
jefty, that  the  Report  of  your  Hero's  being 
about  to  procure  an  Act  of  Indempiity  rnuft 
be  an  infamous  Forgery  ;  And  I  am  of  this 
Opinion  for  this  Reafon  :    If  he  is  really  in- 
nocent,   he  does  not  want  fuch  an  Ad.     I 
will  go  ftill  farther;  I  hope  my  Country- 
men will  never  lofe  that  Character  they  have 
long  had  in  the  World,  of  being  a  generous 
and  a  good-natured People  :  If  after  all  the 
Clamour   that   has    been    raifed   upon   your 
Majefty's  Hero,  there  fhould  nothing  more 
appear  againft  him  than   a  few  Errors   in 
Judgment,   or    Slips  of  Memory,   his  Ene- 
mies will  be  fufficiently  covered  with  Confu- 
Jion  j   fince,  I  believe  and   hope,  that  there 

is 
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is  not  a  Man  in  England,  who  has  any  Gene- 
rofity,  that  would  not  take  his  Part  :  But 
if,  on  the  other  hand.,  fuch  Crimes  ftiould 
fiart  into  ^Day-Light,  as  could  only  be  pro- 
duced  by  a  Wicked  Mind  ;  If  it  ftiould  be 
plainly  proved,  that  he  has  facrificed  all  other 
Confiderations  to  two  'Pajfions ;  he  .cannot  be 
lb  weak  as  to  imagine,  that  an  Ad  obtained 
in  the  Fulnefs  of  his  Tower,  would  fcreen 
him  from  the  juji  Refentments  of  an  injured 
Nation. 

Your  Majefty  is  pieas'd  to  obferve, 
a  That  the  two  infamous  Forgeries  above 
"  mentioned,  continued  their  T^ay  ;  but  be- 
a  ing  now  no  more^  Euftace  Budgell  Efq; 
w  is  pitched  upon  to*  fupply  their  Room,  and 
«  furnifb  out  frejh  Calumny." 

I  find  in  this  Part  of  your  Majefty's 
Letter,  I  am  growing  a  Perfon  of  fome  Im- 
portance ;  and  that  your  Majefty  condefcends 
to  treat  me  accordingly  :  In  the  Beginning  of 
your  Letter  I  was  Mr,  Euftace  Budgell ;  but 
at  prefent,  being  pitched  upon  to  fupfly  the 
Room  of  two  Infamous  Forgeries,  I  am 
Euftace  Budgell  Efq;  I  do  allure  your  Ma- 

J  jcfty, 
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jefty,  that  I  am  perfectly  indifferent,  as  to  what 
your  Majefty  ihall  pleafe  to  call  me  j  and  yet, 
let  me  tell  your  Majefty,  that  by  the  Law 
of  England,  I  have  as  much  Right  to  the 
Title  of  Efquire,  as  ever  your  Majefty  had 
to  the  Crown  of  Sparta. 

Your  Majefty,  fpeaking  of  your  humble 
Servant,  is  pleafed  to  add  immediately  af- 
ter the  Words  I  laft  quoted ; 

ci  And  did  his  Ability  but  equal  the  In. 
"  clination  he  has  difcovered  of  difcharging 
"  his  Tru/tj  to  the  SatisfaSlion  of  his  Em- 
"  ployers,  they  would  by  this  Choice  have 
u  given  us  the  belt  Teftimony  they  ever 
"  produced  of  a  good  Judgment." 


I  am  in  fome  little  Doubt,  whether  your 
Majefty  did  not  intend  this  laft  Sentence  as  a 
Compliment  to  me.  It  was  the  Advice  of  a  very 
wife  Man,  Whatever  thou  doft^  do  it  with  all 
thy  Heart.  The  fhort  Character  Ctffar  gave  of 
Brutus^  was,  Quicquid  vultj  valdd  vult ; 
and  every  Body  knows  that  Cafar  loved 
Brutus^  as  well  as  any  one  Man  in  all  Rome. 
I  am,  for  ought  I  know,    in  a  fair  Way  of 

becoming 
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becoming  your  Majefty's  Chief  Favourite  : 
Your  Majefty  feems  to  be  fatisfy'd,  that  my 
Intentions  are  good,  and  to  apprehend  that  I 
am  thoroughly  in  earneft  :  Whatever,  there- 
fore, my  Succefs  may  be,  I  am  well  affured, 
that  fb  gracious  a  Prince  as  your  Majefty,  will 
readily  accept  of  the  Will  for  the  'Deed* 

I  am  come  to  the  laft  Paragraph  of  your 
Majefty 's  Letter,  which  runs  thus  : 

"  To  conclude  ;  Mr.  Budgell  has  (hewn 
a  the  moft  confummate  Affurance,  to  fay 
ic  no  worfe  of  it  y  and  come  into  all  the 
"  Bafenefs  long  praftifed  by  our  publick  De- 
tt  famers,  in  hopes,  like  them,  to  fix  a  Re- 
"  proach  without  Proof ;  and  fuch  ConduEl 
"  muft  caufe  the  Abhorrence  of  every  honeft 
u  Mind.  He  may  complain  -,  but  it  ought  to 
Cc  be  without  Regard,  till  his  Caufe  of  Com- 
iC  plaint  is  known  to  be  jufl  ;  and  this  would 
tc  greatly  difappoint  his  Intentions.  In  a 
a  Word,  he  has  levelled  his  Venom  at  a  noble 
li  Perfon,  who,  confcious  of  his  own  Integrity, 
<c  has  hitherto  triumphed  over  Malice  ^  and 
"  the  moft  powerful  Oppofition.  He  has  paf- 
"  fed  the  moft  publick  Examinations,  and  had 

"  his 
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"  his  whole  Condud  approved  after  the 
"  ftri&eft  Scrutinies :  His  Aftions  have  all 
"  born  that  Teji  in  Ttme^  which  are  a  fuffi- 

*  cient  Ajfurance  of  their  finding  the  fullejl 
u  Approbation  from  Tojlerity  :  What  then 
"  is  it  pojfible  fuch  a  Gentleman  jhould  ap- 
<c  prehend  from  the  unjuftifiable  Outrage  of 

*  fo  defpicable  a  Toot  as  Mr.  Budgell  ? 

I  am,  Sir5 

May  z6.  Your  Humble  Servant, 

1730. 

CLEOMENES. 

Your  Majefty,  in  the  Beginning  of  this 
Paragraph,  is  very  angry  with  me  for  having 
Ihevvn,  what  your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  call 
a  mojt  confummate  Ajjurance,  I  hope  your 
Majefty  does  not  apprehend,  that  I  am  in- 
croaching  upon  the  Province  of  a  parti- 
cular Friend  of  your  Majefty's,  or  aim- 
ing to  deal  in  a  Commodity,  which  he  has 
determined  to  ingrofs  for  his  own  proper 
Ufe.  I  fhall  tell  your  Majefty,  with  great 
Freedom,  my  real  Sentiments  upon  this  Head. 
I  am  firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  World  would 
be  much  happier  than  it  is  at  prcfent,  if  while 
[  R  ]  there 
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there  are  fome  Men  who  flick  at  nothing,  and 
have  a  mofi  confummate  Affurance,  Men  of 
Worth  and  Honour  were  not  too  often  op- 
preffed  with  a  certain  Timidity  and  faulty 
Bajbfnlnefs,  which  prevents  them  from  per- 
forming their  'Duty,  and  doing  what  they 
really  owe  to  God,  their  King.,  their  Coun- 
try, and  them/elves.  The  French  call  this 
fort  of  Shame,  very  juflly,  Une  mauvaife 
honte  I  nor  do  I  remember  to  have  met  with 
any  Expreffion,  which  exactly  anfwers  to  this, 
and  is  commonly  ufed  in  any  other  Language. 
It  is  this  blameabk,  or  ill  fort  of  Shame,  (that 
makes  Men  too  fblicitous  about  Forms  and 
Trifles,  and  often  prevents  their  doing  their 
'Duty,)  which  all  wife  Men  have  endeavour- 
ed to  conquer. 

We  are  told,  That  Cato  thought  the  Cuf- 
toms  and  Manners  of  the  Romans  fo  corrupt- 
ed, and  a  Reformation  in  them  fo  neceffary, 
that  he  fometimes  acted  in  a  different  Manner 
from  other  People  :  That  he  would  often  ap- 
pear in  the  Streets  without  either  his  Shoes 
or  Coat ;  not  from  a  Principle  of  Vanity,  or  a 
filly  Affectation  of  being  lingular  ;  but  be- 
caufe  he  maintained,  that  A  wife  Man  ought 

only 
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only  to  bltifb  at  what  was  vicious j  and  really 
(hameful  in  itfelf  and  ought  to  defpife  all 
other  Sorts  of  1)ifgrace. 

Lycurgus  was  fo  much  of  Cato's  Opi- 
nion, that  he  ordered  the  Maids  of  Sparta,  at 
fome  folemn  Feafts  and  Sacrifices,   to  dance 
ftark-naked,  and  fing  certain  Songs,  while  the 
King,  the  Senate,  all  the  Men,  and  efpecial- 
ly  the  Batchelorsj    flood  round  them  in  a 
Ring.     Lycurgus  had  two  Defigns  in  making 
the  Spartan  Virgins  appear  thus  naked  in 
Publick  :  One  was,  that  he  might  take  away 
fome  Part  of  that  too  great  and  acquired  Fe- 
male Bajhfulnefs,  which   he  thought  their 
Education  in  other  Countries  added  to  what 
was  natural.   His  other  Defign  was  to  incite 
Love  and  *DeJire  in  the  Men.     We  are  told, 
accordingly,   that  a  good  many  Marriages 
were  ufually  made  foon  after  thefe  folemn 
Feafts  ;  from  whence  fome  People  have  in- 
ferred,  That  while  the  young  Ladies  were 
dancing  naked,  the  Men  had  the  confummate 
Ajfurance  to  keep  their  Eyes   open.*     If 
[  R  x  ]    ;  your 

•>         •  " " '  *  ■  '■'      »   t 

*  However  odd  this  Inftitution  of  Lycttrgus's  may 
appear  to  fome  of  my  Reader*,  Plato  (called  by  the 

primitive 
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your  Majefty  had  not  quite  loft  your  Me<» 
mory,  you  could  doubtlefs  have  fet  us  right 
in  this  Particular. 


As  to  the  confummate  Ajfurance,  with 
which  your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  charge 
me ;  if  your  Majefty  means  by  it,  that  I  did 
what  I  thought  I  owed  to  my  King,  -  my 
Country \  and  myfelf,  without  Fear  or  Trem- 
bling, I  plead  guilty  to  the  Indidment :  But 
if  your  Majefty  means  any  Thing  more  than 
this,  I  am  not  confeious  how  I  have  defer- 
red the  Refle&ion* 

As  to  your  Majefty's  Affertions  in  this 
Paragraph,  "  That  /  come  into  all  the  Bafe- 
*  nefs  long  praStifed  by  publick  cDefamers, 
H  in  Hopes ;  like  them>  to  fix  a  Reproach 
"  without  Troof: "  And  that  "Such  Conduit 

"  muft 

primitive  Chriltians,  the  'Divine  Plato)  highly  approves 

of  it.  In  his  own  Commonwealth^  He  is  tor  having  the 
Women  learn  lbfnc  Excrcifes,  at  Which  they  were  to 
appear  naked;  and  declares,  That  while  they  are  cover- 
ed with  the  Robe  of  true  Modejiy^  and  afhamed  to 
commit  a  bafe  or  a  wicked  Action,  they  need  not  blufti 
at  any  Thing  elfc.  In  the  Chriftian  Account  of  the 
Creation,  we  are  told,  That  Eve  was  naked  while  (he 
was  innocent ;  aad  that  Shame  was  the  Effect  of  Sin, 
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?  «*«/?  caufe  the  Abhorrence  of  every  honejl 
,u  Mind"  I  am  in  Hopes  I  have  faid  fo 
much  already  to  both  thefe  Points  in  my 
Introduction,  and  particularly  in  the  State 
of  my  Cafe,  that  I  need  not  fay  any  Thing 
more  to  them  here. 

Your  Majefty  proceeds  next  to  a  cPane- 
gyrick  upon  the  Hero  of  your  Epiftle:  You 
are  pleafed  to  tell  the  World,  a  That  I  have 
"  levelled  my  Venom  at  a  Noble  Person, 
cC  who^confciousofhisown  Integrity^,  has  hi- 
<c  therto  triumphed  over  Malice,  andthemofl 
"  powerful  Oppofition:  That  This  noble  *Per- 
u  fon  has  faffed  the  mofl  public  k  Examina- 
a  tions,  and  had  his  whole  Conduit  approved 
"  after  theftriEleft  Scrutinies:  That  His  Ac- 
'c  tions  have  all  born  that  Teji  in  Time^  which 
"  are  a  fiifficient  Ajjurance  of  their  finding 
jR  the  fullefi  Approbation  from  PoflerityP 
Far  be  it  from  me,  to  deny  one  Syllable  of  all 
this,  or  to  doubt  the  Truth  of  your  Majefty 's 
Encomiums  upon  this  Noble  Terfon.  I  beg 
Leave  to  add  one  Circumftance,  which  may 
poffibly  give  them  the  more  Weight  \  name- 
ly, that  1  do  firmly  believe  no  Man  living- 
is  lb  well  acquainted  with  all  the  Virtues  of 

[  R  3]  this 
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this  Noble  Perfon,  as  your  Majefty.  I  ad- 
mire your  Majefty's  happy  Talent  at  Pane- 
gyrick  ;  yet  if  fo  mean  a  Man  as  myfelf 
may  prefume  to  give  his  Opinion  of  the  Wri- 
tings of  a  Monarch,  I  do  think  there  is 
fomething  ftill  wanting  in  your  Majefty's 
Panegyrick  upon  your  Hero.  It  is  confefled 
on  all  Hands,  that  he  has  fbme  Enemies ;  and 
I  am  afraid,  thefe  wicked  People  will  be  apt 
to  apply  to  your  Majefty,  and  your  Panegy- 
rick, that  old  mufty  Maxim  among  the  Lo- 
gicians, *Dclofus  verfatur  in  Generalibus  ; 
tho.t  is,  A  Man  who  is  on  the  wrong  Side  of 
the  Gfaejiwi)  and  would  impofe  upon  his 
Readers j  always  deals  in  Generals  >  that 
they  will  pretend  a  General  Panegyrick  is 
no  Manner  of  Anfwer  to  a  Multitude  of 
particular  Charges.  I  confefe,  therefore,  I 
could  have  wiftied  that  your  Majefty  had 
condescended  to  anfwer  forne  of  the  Particu- 
culars,  of  which  thefe  wicked  People  accufe 
your  Hero.  That  your  Majefty  may  do  this, 
when  you  next  appear  in  Print,  I  beg 
Leave  to  mention  fome  of  thofe  Infamous 
Forgeries  and  Groundlefs  Scandals,  with 
which  they  have  attempted  to  blacken 
his   Character.     I   ftiall    colled    thefe    for 

your 
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your  Majefty's  Service,  out  of  their  own 
Writings,  and  chiefly  out  of  the  weekly 
Lucubrations  of  that  Impudent  Fellow  the 
Craftfman. 

The  Enemies  of  your  Majefty's  Hero, 
pretend,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  affert,  That  He  is 
full  of  the  meaneji,  the  pooreji   Jealoufy, 
that  every  Man  was,  who  pretended  to  be 
thought  a  great  Man  :  That  it  has  been  his 
principal  Study  and  Endeavour,  to  keep  eve- 
ry Man  out  of  publick  Bufinefs,  whom  he 
could  but  fufpecl  of  any  Thing  more  than 
a  very  vulgar  Capacity:  They  are  fa  mali- 
cious, as  to  come  to  'Particulars  upon  this 
Head :    They  name  fbme  of  the  beft   and 
greateji  Men  in  England,  to  whom,  they  pre- 
tend, that,  upon  feveral  Occafions,  your  Ma- 
jefty's Hero  has  done  very  ///  Offices :  They 
ask  with  a  malicious  Snear,   Whether  thefe 
Men  are  Jacobites  ?  or,  Whether  it  is  not  no- 
torious to  all  the  World,  that  they  have  em- 
ployed both  their  Fortunes  and  Abilities  up 
the  Service  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  ?   And 
laftly,  What  Crime  they  are  guilty  of  be- 
fides  their  having  greater  natural  Tarts,, 
md  more  Learnings  than  we  njnally  fee  in 
[Rfr]  Men 
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Men  bom  to  ample  Fortunes  ?  I  have  heard 
the  Enemies  of  ypur  Majefty's  Hero  infirm- 
ate,  that  The  Arrival  of  the  late  Mr.  Law  *  in 

Eng- 

! ____^_ 


*  Having   mentioned   the  late  Mr.  Law,    I  cannot 
help  faying,  that  I  believe  That  Gentleman  had  jufter 
and  clearer  Notions  of  Trade ,  of  Money,  and  of  Credit, 
than  any  one  Perlbn  now  living  ;  and  that  there  was 
fomething  as  great  in  that  Scheme  which  he  fet  on  foot 
in  France,  (where  he  was   not  fuffered   to  conduct  it 
liis  vwn  Way,)  as  ever  entered  into  the  Heart  of  Man. 
Upon  his  flrit  Arrival  in  England,  and  when  the  Gla- 
mour of  the  World  ran  higheir  againft  him,  I  ventured 
to  write  a  fhort Thing  in  his  Defence;  which  made  fome 
Noife  ;  and  which  I  have  incerted  in  the  Appendix,   as  it 
gives  an  Account  of  a  moft  remarkable  Affair ;  and,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  fhews  fome  very  Material  Differences  be- 
tween the  Plan  of  the  MijJiJJippi  in  France,  and  our  ri- 
diculous South-Sea  Bujinefs.  I  did  not  think  proper  to  fet 
my  Name  to  this  Pamphlet  at  the  Time  it  was  publifhed ; 
but  being, allured  by  feveral  Perfons,    that  Mr.  Law 
had  exprelied  an  uncommon  Curioflty  to  know  the  Au- 
thor of  it,  I  was  at  lafh  introduced  to  him  by  a  Gentle* 
man  of  great  Capacity,  and  a  noble  Fortune,  who  is  now 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.    From  that  Day  I  had  the 
Honour  of  his  Acquaintance:    He  even  condefcended, 
now  and  then,  to  call  at  my  Houfe,  and  to  fpend  fome 
Hours  with  me,  tete  a  tetc,     I  have  fome  Reafons  to 
think,  that  if  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans  had  lived,  Mr. 
Law  would  have  been  once  more  at  the  Head  of  Affairs 
in  France  :  I  believe  the  very  Time  was  fettled  for  his 
going  thither.    Notwithstanding  which,  he  received  the 
News  of  the  Regent's  Death  with  that  fteady  Temper  of 
■  Mind  he  had  before  fhewn  in  all  Fortunes ;  though  by 
this  Accident  he  loft  all  Hopes  of  returning  to  France, 
and  of  receiving  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  which  he  con- 
ceived was  juflfly  due  to  him,  and  would  have  made 

hi* 
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England^  gave  him  fome  terrible  Tangs; 
and  that  it  was  a  good  while  before  that 
Great  Man  could  get  an  Opportunity  of 
talking  to  the  late  King,  though  he  had 
fomething  to  fay  to  him  which  very  well  de- 
ferved  his  Royal  Attention.  When  they 
have  had  the  Affurance  to  talk  in  this  Man- 
ner, they  add,  That  though  they  Ihould  al- 
low your  Hero  has  a  little  more  in  him  than 
fome  about  him,  they  only  grant,  that  AOne- 
ey'd  Man,  is  a  King  among  the  Blind.  In  a 
word,  they  pretend  to  fay,  That  this  mean 
Jealoufy  (a  Paflion  which  always  fuppofes 
great'  cDefeEls  in  a  Perfon  haunted  with  it) 
is  the  Majler-Key  to  the  whole  Condud  of 

your 
■  ■  ^— —   1       1  _ 

his  private  Circumftances  entirely  eafy.  They  were 
not  to  when  he  was  in  England:  Though  there  was  a 
Time,  when  this  extraordinary  Man  might  every  Day 
have  put  whatever  Sum  of  Money  he  had  pleafed,  into* 
his  own  Pocket,  he  never  made  that  Ule  of  the  Op- 
portunity, which  fome  Statejmen,  I  have  heard  of,  would 
infallibly  have  done.  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  the 
Death  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans,  was  a  molt  fortunate 
Circumftance  for  this  poor  Ifland,  having  fome  Grounds 
to  fear,  that  if  the  late  Mr.  Law  had  been  placed  once 
again  at  the  Head  of  the  Finances  in  France,  he  had 
formed  a  Plan,  which  would  have  made  that  Nation 
Miflrefs  of  Europe,  and  have  utterly  dellroyM  the  Britifi 
Commerce.  The  Pamphlet  I  have  mentioned  begins, 
Page  xi*  of  the  Affendix. 
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your  Hero,  and  will  ferve  to  explain  feveral 
Things,  which  no  Man  living  could  other- 
wile  account  for. 


I  think  your   Majefty  may  very  eafily 
confute   this   'Piece  of  Scandal.     Though 
England  has  not,  perhaps,  at  prefent  a  greater 
Number  of  good  Heads  than  it  ever  con- 
tained before   at  one  Time;  yet  I  will  not 
think  fo  very  meanly  of  my  Country,  as  to 
luppofc  there  are  not  fome  Men  in  it,  who 
know  what   Grievances  their  Fellow-Sub- 
je£h  chiefly  complain  of,  and  could  find  out 
the  moRproper  Methods  to  give  them  Eafe, 
without  incroaching  upon  the  Rights  of  the 
Crow  n:    That  there  are  not  others  who  un- 
derfiand  our  Trade^  and  know  how  to  in* 
large  feveral  Branches  of  it :    And,   laftly, 
That  there  are  not  others  who  are  capable  of 
reprelenting  the  Perjbn  of  our  Great  King  in 
Foreign  Courts,  after  fuch  a  Manner  as  may 
be  no  "Dif grace  to  him  :  Of  convincing  the 
Minifters  they  treat  with,  that  they  are  not 
to  be  over-reached    and   deluded   either  in 
pnblick  Treaties^  or  private  Converfations  ; 
and  of  making  fuch  "Difcoveries  in  another 
Country,   as  may  be  of  ufe   to  their  owny 

when- 
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whenever  they  return  to  it.  In  a  word,  as 
much  as  Vice  and  Corruption  have  weakened 
our  Bodies,  and  depraved  our  Minds,  I  do 
firmly  believe  that  we  have  Hi  11  among  us 
many  Men  of  great  Parts,  great  Learning, 
and  whofe  Hearts  are  really  warm  in  the 
Intereji  of  their  Country.  Thefe  are  the 
Perfons  whom  every  wife  and  able  Politician 
takes  care  to  find  out ,  and  to  fix  in  fuch 
Pofts,  as  may  render  their  different  Talents 
moft  ferviceable  to  the  Publick.  Your  Ma- 
jefty,  therefore,  has  nothing  more  to  do,  in  or- 
der to  confute  the  Piece  of  Calumny  laft 
mentioned,  but  to  give  us  a  Lift  of  Men  of 
Parts,  Learning,  and  Integrity,  who  have 
been  preferred,  and  brought  into  Bufinefs  by 
your  Hero.  I  am  fenfible,  fo  long  a  Lift  of 
Names  would  interrupt  the  Thread  of  your 
Majefty's  Difcourfe ;  however,  you  may  add 
it  at  the  End,  by  IV ay  of  Appendix. 

The  Enemies  of  your  Majefty's  Hero 
pretend,  That  the  Condition  of  our  Affairs 
at  prefcnt,  is  the  natural  Confequence  of 
this  his  mean  Jealoujy,  and  of  his  having 
kept  Men  of  the  greateft  Abilities  out  of 
publick  Bufinefs :  But  in  this  AfTertion,  their 
J  Malice 
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Malice  has  evidently  got  the  better  of  their 
<Difcretiony  and  given  your  Majefty  a  moll 
lucky  Advantage  over  them.  As  little  as  I 
know  of  Politicks,  I  will  engage  to  demon- 
ftrate,  that  no  Common  Genius's,  no  Vulgar 
Capacities,  could  have  put  our  Affairs  in 
that  happy  Situation  they  are  at  prefent. 

Another  wicked  Infinuation  of  your 
Hero's  Enemies,  is,  That  there  never  was  in 
any  Nation  a  Man  more  generally  hated 
and  abhorred :  That  There  is  hardly  a  finglc 
Perfon  to  be  found,  who  will  fpeak  well  of 
him,  befides  his  own  Relations,  and  fuch 
Men,  whofe  particular  Circumjtances  and 
Situation  make  them  fear  his  Frowns.  I 
confefs,  I  could  wifh  you  would  take  a  little 
Pains,  to  fhew  that  this  Infinuation  is  entire- 
]y  groundlefs;  becaufe,  I  muft  own,  that 
could  I  believe  it  true,  as  great  a  Relpedt  as 
I  have  for  your  Majefty,  I  mould  make 
fome  Scruple  to  take  your  Majefty 's  Jingle 
Word,  againft  the  united  Voice  and  OuUcries 
Qf  a  brave,  a  generous,  and  a  good-nalurd 
'People .j  Of  a  People  ibfar  from  complaining 
without  Reafon,  that  a  Gentleman  in  Ire- 
land,  famous  for  making  feveral  fhrewd  Ob- 
W  fervations, 
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fervations,  ufed  to  fay,  that  The  Englifh 
Nation  could  not  See,  but  that  they  could 
Feel.  He  ufed  to  illuftrate  this  Pofition, 
by  comparing  them  to  a  Blind- Horfe  full 
of  Mettle  ;  and  to  obferve  that  this  generous 
Animal  may  be  fpurred  on  till  his  Head 
comes  foufe  againft  a  Wall  j  but  that  then 
the  Smart  and  Tain  of  the  Blow,  and  his 
Indignation  at  being  thus  ufed,  makes  him 
lay  about  him  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  he 

feldom  fails  to  flinQ  his  Rider. 

J     * 

Another  Refleftion  of  your  Hero's  Ene- 
mies, is,  That  he  never  yet  was  the  Author 
of  any  one  Thing,  that  was  for  the  real  Ser- 
vice and  Advantage  of  his  Country.  I  fhould 
not  think  your  Majefty  need  fay  any  Thing 
in  Contradi&ion  to  lb  apparent  a  Miftake,  if 
that  infblent  Creature,  the  Craft/man^  had 
not  again  and  again  repeated  this  very  Afler- 
fion,  and  defied  all  Mankind  to  prove  hfal/e 
by  one  Jingle  Inflance. 

Another  Thing,  which  the  Enemies  of 
your  Hero  have  had  the  Wickednefs  to  infi- 
nuate,  is,  That  the  Immenfe  Wealth  he  has 
got,  could  hardly  arife  froin  the  Legal 'Pro- 
fits 
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fits  of  his  Toft.  I  have  feen  a  Calculation 
in  plain  Figures,  which  they  have  been 
malicious  enough  to  make,  in  order  to  prove 
what  they  infinuate  ;  and  which,  if  it  will 
be  of  any  Service  to  your  Majefty,  I  believe 
I  could  procure  for  you ;  but  I  take  this 
to  be  fo  evident  a  Tiece  of  Scandal^  that 
your  Majefty  will  eafily  confute  it,  without 
any  Man's  Afliftance. 

Another  of  their  Infamous  Forgeries % 
is,  That  your  Hero  is  a  little  too  kind  to  his 
Relations ;  that  even  a  fVelflj  Coufin  of  his 
own  fhall  be  preferred  to  a  Man  of  the  beft 
Senfe  and  greateft  Integrity.  I  have  heard 
fome  of  them  cry  out,  in  a  malicious  fort  of  a 
Way,  O  glorious  Uay  !  When  I-  -  c  le  H-  -p 

was  a  Min r  of  St~e,  and  Sir  Thomas 

Hanmer  had  not  a  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  !  I  don't  know  very  well  what  they 
meant  by  this  Exclamation ;  but  iince  I  have 
reported  the  Faft,  I  dare  fay  your  Majefty 
will  find  out  their  Meaning,  and  make  them 
fufficiently  afhamed  of  it. 

Lastly,  They  have  had  the  confiimmate 
Affurance  to  attack  the  very  Eloquence  of 

your 
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your  Hero.  That  impudent  Fellow,  the 
Craftfman,  pretended  the  ether  Day,  that 
he  had  found  a  'Pillar  among  the  Rub- 
bifli  at  Whitehall^  which  was  formerly  ereft- 
ed  to  the  Infamy  of  Cardinal  Wolfey.  Some 
People  fancy,  that  he  went  no  farther  for  his 
Pillar  than  to  his  own  Study.  He  told  us 
there  was  an  Infcription  upon  this  fame  PiU 
lar,  which  he  printed  in  one  of  his  Papers. 
This  Infcription,  taking  Notice  of  the  Car- 
dinal's Way  of  fpeakingy  fays,  That  he  was 
Orator  Volubilis,  baud  facundus.  I  muft 
own,  I  think  the  Latin  of  this  pretended  In- 
fcription was  Clajfical  enough  ;  and  I  be- 
lieve, whoever  compofed  it,  when  he  wrote 
the  Words  I  have  quoted,  had  his  Eyes  upon 
that  Paffage  in  Tacitus  ;  where  that  Author, 
fpeaking  of  a  certain  Man,  fays,  That  he  was 
Loquax  magisy  quam  facundus :  Rather  a 
Prating  Fellow,  than  truly  Eloquent,  cDan- 
versy  for  fear  every  Body  fliould  not  under- 
ftand  his  Latin  Infcriftion^  muft  needs 
translate  it  into  English  Verfe ;  and  when  he 
came  to  the  Words  I  have  mentioned,  was 
wicked  enough  to  Paraphrafe  upon  them  in 
the  following  Manner. 


His 
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His  poor,  fallacious,  tinfel  Eloquence, 
Tickles  the  Ear,  but  never  informs  the  Senfe  ; 
While  every  Plaufible  Harangue  affords, 
A  fpecious,  empty,  puzzling  Flow  of  Words. 

If  your  Majefty  thinks,  that  'Danvers  had 
the  Malice  to  aim  at  depreciating  your  He- 
ro's Eloquence,  while  he  pretended  to  de- 
fcribe  the  CardinaPs,  I  make  no  manner  of 
Doubt,  but  that  you  will  eafily  prove,  That 
the  Eloquence  of  the  firft,  inftead  of  being 
only  wordy j,  brisks  and  plaujible^  is  ftrong, 
nervous j  and  mafculine. 

I  have  mentioned  fome  of  thofe  ground- 
lefs  Scandals,  which  the  Enemies  of  your 
Majefty's  Hero  have  been  weak  enough  to 
invent ;  and  have  even  prefumed  to  fuggeft 
to  your  Majefty,  in  what  Manner  they  ought 
to  be  anfwered.  I  do  not  doubt,  but  one 
Touch  of  your  Majefty's  Ten,  will  make  them 
all  fly  and  difappear,  like  Clouds  before  the 
Sun;  and  I  do  afTure  your  Majefty,  that 
there  is  not  a  Man  in  England,  who  will 
more  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  your 
Victory,  than  my  felf. 

You* 
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Your  Majefty  may  pleafe  to  obferve, 
that  throughout  my  whole  Letter,  I  have 
vindicated  your  Hero  in  his  pubiick  Charac- 
ter :  1  have  agreed  with  your  Majefty,  that 
the  Reports,  of  his  having  a  Deiign  upon 
the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs,  and  that  he 
•was  endeavouring  to  fireen  himfelf  by 
an  Att  of  Indempnity,  can  be  no  other 
than  Infamous  Forgeries :  If  I  have  men- 
tioned  fomc  other  Scandals,  which  have  been 
invented  by  the  Wickednefs  and  Malice  of 
his  Enemies,  it  is  only  that  I  may  give 
your  Majefty  an  Opportunity  of  confuting 
them. 

But  if,  after  all  I  have  faid  in  his  De- 
fence, your  Majefty  ihould  wonder  what  is 
my  particular  Quarrel  to  him,  I  frail  anfwejr 
your  Majefty  with  the  fame  Franknefs  and 
Ingenuity,  with  which  I  have  hitherto  acted. 

I  do  think,  that  notwithftanding  all  his 
Virtues,  he  has  treated  me  with  an  uncom- 
mon Degree  of  Cruelty  and  l.oratitude.  I 
am,  however,  very  fenfible,  bow  apt  People 
are  to  be  partial  in  their  own  Gates.  If 
[  S  ]  therefore, 
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therefore,  upon  zfair  Hearing,  any  one  Man 
of  Senfe  and  Honour  j  of  his  own  Acquain- 
tance,   will  juftify   his  Behaviour  towards 
me,  I  am  ready  to  ask  his  Pardon  for  what  I 
have  faid,  in  the  moft  publick  and  fubmiffive 
Manner :  Nor  is  this  the  firft  Time  I  have 
made  him  this  Offer.    I  am,  however,  very 
fenfible   that  the  Deftrudion  of  one  Man, 
who,  perhaps,  was  never  very  valuable,  but 
who  is  now  broke  and  difpirited  by  a  con- 
ftant  Courfe  of  Perfecution  for  nine  Years  to- 
gether ;  I  fay,  I  am  very  fenfible,  that  the 
Deftru&ion  of  futh  a  Man,  is  not  of  Con- 
fequence  enough  to  the  Publick  to  intereft  it 
in  his  Behalf:    And  1  do  affure  your  Maje- 
fly,  that  however  feverely  your  Hero  may 
have  treated  me,  yet,  if  I  was  fure  his  Schemes 
and   *Defigns  were    for  the   Service  of  his 
Country,  and  the  real  Intereft  of  that  Iiluf- 
trious   Family   now    upon    the  Throne,    I 
would,  with  my  laft  Breath,  moft  heartily 
wifh  him  Succels  in  his  Undertakings.     I 
will  venture  to  affert,  that  a  very  large  Share 
of  my  Thoughts,    fince  I  was   capable  of 
thinking  to  any  Purpofe,  have  been  employ- 
ed in  the  Service  of  the  Hcufe  of  Hanno- 
ver.  Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  affert,  that 
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I  feem  to  found  all  my  Tretenfions  upon  a 
fmall  Entertainment  which  I  prepared  for 
my  Prince  in  his  Way  to  New-Market, 
and  upon  a  Toem  which  I  publilhed  fbon  af- 
ter, and  dedicated  it  to  his  Royal  Confort.  I 
wifti  your  Majefty  had  told  the  Publick  to 
what  I  have  made  any  Tretenfions :  I  am 
fure,  I  never  yet  asked,  either  my  King,  or 
my  Queen  for  Money,  a  Tlace,  or  a  Ten* 
Jion.  I  own,  I  do  think  that  I  have  fome 
fmall  Pretenfions  to  my  Sovereign's  good 
Opinion  of  my  Loyalty  and  Zeal  fox  his  Fa* 
mily  i  and  that  thefe  Pretenfions  have  a  much 
better  Foundationj  than  any  your  Majefty 
has  thought  fit  to  take  notice  of.  The  ridi* 
culous  Light  your  Majefty  has  endeavoured 
to  place  me  in,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my  Ex* 
cufe  for  faying  fomething,  which  I  fhould 
never  otherwife  have  faid. 

My  Behaviour,  when  the  Trotejiant  Sue- 
cejjion  was  by  many  People  thought  doubt* 
ful>  having  been  truly  reprefented  to  the  late 
King,  I  was,  foon  after  his  Maj^fty's  Arri- 
val, fent  into  Ireland  in  feveral  confiderable 
Employments.  I  acted  there  as  Secretary 
of  State j  Secretary  of  War,  and  Qlerk  of 
[  S  2  ]  the 
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the  Council,  when  the  Pretender  landed  in 
Scotland. 

My  undertaking  a  necefTary  Bufinefs,  fo- 
reign to  my  Province,  and  which  was  of  no 
Advantage  to  me,  together  with  fome  par- 
ticular Circumjtances  which  happened  in  that 
Great  Crifls,  and  Hurry  of  Affairs,  obliged 
me  for  many  Weeks  together  to  fit  up  con- 
ftantly  three  Nights  in  every  Week.  It  is 
true,  the  Fees  of  my  Office  would  have  made 
me  fome  Amends  for  this  exceffive  Fatigue : 
But  I  imagined  that  in  this  great  Crijis,  when 
the  Englijh  Conftitution  was  in  danger,  every 
Man  was  obliged  to  Ihew  the  utmoft  Zeal 
for  his  King  and  his  Country  ;  I  therefore 
gave  away  all  my  legal  Fees  upon  one  of 
the  moft  considerable  Branches  of  my  Office, 
and  returned  their  Money  to  fuch  Counties 
as  would  fend  it  up  to  me.  The  Govern- 
ment themfelves,  at  laft,  who  faw  with  how 
much  Zeal  I  a&ed,  offered  me  an  handfbme 
Reward  out  of  the  Treafury.  I  was  more 
than  once  prelfed  to  take  it;  but  would  ne- 
ver except  of  what,  I  humbly  conceive,  I 
might  have  received  with  Honour.  I  never 
aimed  at  immenfe  Wealth ;  my  Fortune  was 

at 
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at  that  Time  as  large  as  I  defired  to  fee  it ; 
and  I  had,  perhaps,  as  little  Reafon  to  fear 
a  Gaol,  as  fome  of  your  Majefty's  Friends. 
What  I  have  here  mentioned,  is  a  plain  Faff. 
Your  Hero  knows  it  to  be  true  :  But  if  he 
thinks  proper  to, deny  it,  a  whole  Nation  arc 
my  JVitneffes  When  your  Majefty  fhali 
condefcend  to  lay  before  thePublick  oneyfr/- 
gle  Inftance,  in  which  your  Hero,  or  any  one 
of  his  Family,  has  ailed  with  the  like  dif- 
interefted  Zeal  in  the  Service  of  his  'Prince 
and  Country,  I  have  then  a  good  deal  more 
to  fay  to  you.  Till  then,  this  may,  perhaps, 
fuffice;  fince  I  humbly  conceive,  that  if  I 
Jiad  made  any  Pretenfions,  this  alone  would 
have  been  another  Sort  of  Foundation  for 
them,  than  my  offering  a  Glafs  of  Wine  to 
my  Prince,  as  he  paffed  before  my  Door;  or 
my  making  two  or  three  tolerable  Verfes. 
I  cannot  help  telling  your  Majeity,  that 
your  Speculations  upon  thefe  two  laft  To- 
picks,  are  extreamly  mean  and  pity  fill  \  fo 
very  mean,  that  I  can  truly  affirm,  they  ne- 
ver once  entered  into  my  Head. 

I    have  heard,  indeed,  that  the    prefect 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  is  a  Tatronefs  of 

S  j  polite 
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polite  Arts  and  Sciences  ;  of  which  She  has 
very  lately  given  a  remarkable  Inftance.  Her 
Bounty  has  corrected  the  Errors  of  Fortune : 
She  has  taken  a  Man  out  of  extream  Pover- 
ty, whole  Soul>  it  is  pretty  plain,  was  infi- 
nitely above  his  unhappy  Circumftances.    If 
he  has  but  one  half  of  that  Honefty  and  Ca* 
$acity<>  which  his  Compofitions  fpeak,  I  have 
known  Men  undertake  to  manage  the  Inter  efts 
of  a  Kingdom^  with  a  much  lefs  Share  of 
either.     I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  this  In- 
ftance of  her  Majefty's  Bounty  will  be  no 
Difgrace  to  her,  though  it  fliould  be  record- 
ed in  Hiftory  •  nor  do  I  think  the  Precedent 
extreamly  dangerous ,  being  firmly  perfwaded, 
that  if  her  Majefty  ftiould  determine  to  give 
thirty  Pounds  fer  Annum  to  every  Thresher 
in  her  Dominions,  who  could  do  what  Mr. 
^Duck  has  done,  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown 
would  be  very  little  impaired  by  fuch  a  Re- 
folution,     I  am  firmly  perfwaded,    that  the 
Nation  would  not  be  at  all  diflatisfied,  though 
Mr.  ^Duck's  fmall  Penfion  was  paid  him  out 
of  the  fublick  Money.      I  believe,  indeed, 
they  are  no  ,mighty  Friends  to   Penfans  in 
general-,  and  that  they  have  feen  in  former 
Reigns j   with  no  little  Vueajinejs,  not  only 

thirty 
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thirty  Pounds £  but  three  thoufand  Pounds 
per  Annum  of  their  Money  given  to  a  worth- 
lefs  Wretch,  to  fupport  his  Pride  and  Luxu- 
ry: But  what  has  infinitely  added  to  their 
Unea/lne/s,  has  been  their  obferving,  that 
this  Creature,  in  Requital  for  a  Penfion  paid 
out  of  the  Pur/es  and  Labour  of  his  Fellow- 
Sabj ecfc$j  hud  promifed  to  do  whatever  a 
wicxea  iviinifcer  bid  him,  and  to  employ  all 
his  little  Credit  and  Capacity  to  ruin  the  Li- 
berties and  Conftitution  of  his  Country. 

I  do  allure  your  Majefty,  that  I  never  yet 
asked,  or  thought  of  receiving  a  Pen/ion  ; 
but  I  do  moft  ftedfaftly  believe,  that  Excel- 
lent Prince/*,  who  now  wears  the  Britifh 
Crown,  would  think  it,  at  leaft,  as  proper 
to  be  Jufi  as  Generous  ;  and  that  while  with 
a  Royal  and  Bountiful  Hand,  She  is  giving 
one  poor  de/erving  Man  fo  much  Reafon 
to  Blefs  her,  lhe  would  not,  if  fhe  knew  it, 
fuffer  even  me,  as  worthle/s,  as  despicable  as 
I  am,  to  perifh  in  a  Gaol,  for  want  of  being 
paid  a  /mall  Arrear ;  to  which,  I  think,  I 
have  as  much  Right,  as  any  Man  in  England 
has  to  his  EJiate. 


It 
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If 'is  not  long  fince  we  were  informed 
from  the  Tublick  Tapers  of  another  A&ion 
of  Her  Majefty's,  truly  worthy  a  Great 
(jjhieen :  We  were  told,  that  fhe  had  fent 
Fifty  Tounds  to  a  ^Daughter  of  Milton's  \ 
and  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  this  A&ion 
was  the  more  generous,  as  it  is  well  known, 
that  Milton  employed  his  Great  Talents  to 
the  Deftru&ion  of  one  of  her  Royal  Prede- 
ceiTors.  I  have  already  taken  notice,  that 
Cromwell,  as  well  as  Queen  Elizabeth^  took 
care  to  employ  the  ableji  Men  in  England. 
He  made  Milton  his  Secretary,  for  fuch  of 
his  Difpatches  as  were  to  be  wrote  in  Latin. 
I  have  feen  fome  Letters  to  fovereign  Princes, 
drawn  up  by  this  Great  Man,  in  which  the 
Senfe  was  fo  Jlrongj  and  the  Stile  fo  truly 
Roman,  as  could  fcarce  fail  to  give  any  AC. 
fembly,  before  whom  they  were  read,  a  great 
Idea  of  the  Wifdom  and  Genius  of  the  Eng- 
lish Nation.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  for  the 
Honour  of  my  Country,  that  I  have  fecn 
fbme  Difpatches,  fince  the  "Days  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  which  were  neither  Senfe  nor  La- 
tin i  and  which  evidently  proved,  that  the 
Perfon  who  drew  them  up,  did  not  under- 
R  ftancl 
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ftand  the  true  Force   and  Meaning  of  thofe 
Words  he  uled. 

Cromwell  was  a  good-natured and  gene- 
rous Matter  to  an  able  Servant.  Milton's 
Poft  gave  him  conftant  Accefs  to  the  Protec- 
tor,  and  I  think  it  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
but  that  if  this  great  Man  (whofe  Genius 
was  little  inferior  to  Homer's)  had  been  in- 
tent upon  getting  Money,  he  might  have 
made  a  large  Fortune.  He  might,  doubtlefi, 
have  had  a  Share  of  the  Church-Lands  and 
confifcated  Eftates ;  but  while  he  was  whol- 
ly intent  upon  what  he  thought  his  'Duty, 
and  the  Service  of  his  Country,  he  took  fb 
little  Care  to  heap  up  Money,  that  I  am  at 
fured  his  only  Daughter  (whom  he  had  taught 
to  read  Greek  to  him,  though  file  did  not 
underiland  it)  would  have  wanted  Necefla- 
ries  before  «fhe  died,  if  Mr.  Addifon  had 
not  collected  one  hundred  Guineas  for  her 
among  his  particular  Friends;  and  if  the 
Queen  had  not  lately  fent  her  Fifty  Pounds. 
I  never  yet  asked,  and  I  believe  fhali  never 
ask  hi  Bounty- Money  from  rthe  Crown  •  but 
I  do  mod  firmly  believe  that  the  fame  good 
Queen  who  fent  Fifty  Pounds  to  a  "Daughter 

of 
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of  Milton *s,  would  not  fuffer  the  neareftMale- 
Relation  of  the  late  Mr,  Addison  to  Jlarve 
in  a  Goal,  for  want  of  what  is  moft  juftly 
due  to  him  from  the  Crown.    Having  men- 
tioned my  deceafed  Friend  and  Relation^  the 
late  Mr.  Addison,  I  cannot  forbear  faying, 
that  I  am  fully  perfwaded  both  the  frefent 
Age^  and  all  'Poflerity,  will  allow  him  to  have 
been,  at  lealt,  as  great  and  as  good  a  Man,  as 
your  Majefty's  Hero.     It  is  fomething  more 
difficult  for  a  Man  to  make  a  whole  Nation 
chearfully  lay  out  their  Money  to  know  his 
Sentiment Sy  than  to  talk  before  five  hundred 
People  in  a  Place,  where  they  are  obliged  to 
hear  what  is  faid,  if  they  do  not  flop  their 
Ears.     Mr.  Addions's  Political  Writings, 
in  the  Opinion  of  all  Mankind,  contributed 
not  a  little  to  endear  the  cProteftant  SucceJJion 
to  his  Fellow-Subje&s.  I  believe  it  is  hardly 
yet  forgot  what  a  Spirit  of  Liberty  his  Tra- 
gedy of  Cato  rouzed  up  in  the  People;  and 
that  an  able  and  dextrous  Statefman  *  then 
in  Power,  (whatever  was  his  private  Opinion,) 
thought  it  a  wifer  Way  to  fwim  with   the 
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Stream,  than  oppofc  the  Torrent :  He  went 
himfelf  to  the  Theatre,    fat  in  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  Part  of  it,  joined  with  the  People 
in  their  Applaufes  ;  and  when  the  Play  was 
done,  clapping  fifty   Guineas  into  Booth's 
Hand,    told  him,    with  an  Air  which  more 
than  doubled the  Favour,   That  He  muft  de- 
fire  him  to  accept  of  that  fmallTrefent^for 
dying  fio  nobly  in  the  Caufie  of  Liberty.    In 
a  wordj  I  do  firmly  believe  that  your  Ma- 
jefty's  Hero  never  yet  did  one  tenth  Part  of 
that  real  Service  for  the  Houfie  of  Hanover^ 
as  the  late  Mr.  Addison.     I  would  not  be 
thought  to  mean  this  as  a  Reflexion  :   Hea- 
ven itfelf  does  not  require  more  of  any  Man, 
than  his  Abilities  enable  him  to  perform. 

This  is  not  a  Place  to  examine  whether 
I  ever  did  your  Hero  any  particular  Ser- 
vices ;  or  he  ever  made  me  any  particular 
Tromifes.  I  was  never  yet  weak  enough  to 
imagine,  that  a  Modern  'Politician  was  obli- 
ged by  his  Word,  or  the  common  Rules  of 
Jufiice  and  Gratitude.  I  was  born  to  an 
Efiatey  which  placed  me  above  Want :  I 
was  bred  to  a  'Profejfion,  in  which,  I  hope, 
I  could  have  got  at  leaft  a  Livelihood:  But 

if 
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If  my  Taternal  EJiate  has  been  ftruck  at  by 
Extraordinary  Methods  ;  If  I  have  been  dis- 
countenanced in  the  Exercife  cf  my  TrofeJJlon  \ 
If  with  an  Inhumanity  rarely  praftiied  to- 
wards the  moft  notorious  Traitor,  the  facred 
Name  of  a  ^/#£,detefting  Cruelties^  has  been 
made  ufe  of  to  prevent  Great  Mens  doing  me 
Kindneffes  which  they  intended,  but  which  I 
never  folic  it  ed^  or  even  expected  >  If  this 
ftiould  happen  to  be  the  Cafe,  Thefe  are  Cir- 
cumjlances  which  (let  me  tell  your  Majefty  in 
your  own  PFords)  willjuftify  an  open  Oppo- 
Jition.  If  I  can  be  made  fenfible,  that  I  have 
done  your  Majefty 's  Hero  any  Injury,  or 
have  been  mifinformed  in  any  one  Particular^ 
(which  I  will  not  affirm  is  abfolutely  impof- 
fible,)  there  is  no  Reparation,  upon  E&rth,  in 
my  Power  to  make,  which  I  fhall  not  moft 
readily  make  him.  In  this  Cafe,  there  ftiall 
be  no  Occaflon  for  any  Affs  of  Power  or 
Extraordinary  Management  in  IVeflminJler- 
Hall.  I  believe  I  Ihould  be  as  fevere  to 
myfelf  as  ever  he  could  be  to  me.  But,  if 
on  the  other  hand,  your  Majefty  has  in- 
fpired  him  with  fome  of  thofe  arbitrary  Prin- 
ciples upon  which  you  a&ed,  when  you  was 
King  of  Sparta^  and  which  made  you  affajp- 
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nate  or  bani[b  every  Man  you  did  not  like.* 
If  his  Head  is  fo  entirely  turned  with  Pride 
and  Power  y  as  to  imagine  himfelf  above  gi- 
ving any  Reafon  for  his  Proceedings  to  Men 
whole  AJJijiance  he  once  courted^  I  am  of 
Opinion  he  will  yet  find  Spirit  enough  left 
among  his  Fellow-Subjects,  to  give  him 
fome  little  Uneafinefs  :  I  myfelf  can  inform 
him  of  one  poor  Gentleman^  Who,  though  at 
prefent  he  lies  in  a  Gaol,  yet,  while  he  has 
any  Breath  left  in  his  poor  Carcafe,  will  ne- 
ver Jileirt ly  fubmit  to  fo  open ^fo  bare- faced 'a 
Tyranny.  I  have  read  an  Account  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Spanish  InquifitioUj  and  I 

obferve, 


*Cleomenes  refolving  to  be  abfolute,  upon  his  Return 
to  Sparta,  at  the  Head  of  the  Mercenaries,  from  an  Ex- 
pedition againlt  xhc/'chaans,  lent  one  Euryclidas  before 
him  to  the  Sujfitium,  or  Eating-Place  of  the  Ephoru 
Euryclidas  pretended  he  had  a  MelTage  from  the' King, 
relating  to  the  Army;  but  while  he  was  delivering  this 
pretended  McflFage,  a  ifti'aJf.PSrty  of  Safoot&ractaw,  that 
followed  him?,  I  lined  in,  and  flew  the  Efhon.  Cleumenes 
banithing  fome  tfher  Spartans,  afrumed  the  whole  Power 
over  the  Commonwealth;  but  hi-  having  murdered  the 
Ephori'xw  this  infamous  Manner ;  and  ic  being  Jikewife 
ftrongty  fufjy.£ted,  that  he  had  caufed  Archldamas  to  be 
afaffinaled,  made  him  fo  much  detefted  by  fume  of  his 
Subjects,  tnat  (tnoagh  he  had  an' unbounded  Generofity 
and  great  military  Skill)  it  is  thought  ne  was  betrayect 
in  the  Bfcttle  againft  h.tigonus:  nor  can  I  find,  that  af- 
ter the  Death  of  that  Prince,  the  Lacedemonians  ever 
defiied  Cleomenes  fliould  return  to  Sparta. 
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obferve,  that  whenever  that  moft  merciful 
Tribunal  clap  an  unhappy  Wretch  upon  the 
Rack j  he  has  always  the  Liberty  of  Groan* 
ing  as  loud  as  he  has  a  mind  to. 

Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  conclude  your 
Letter  with  a  Queftion  :  After  having  finifh- 
ed  your  Panegyrick  upon  your  HerOj  you 
are  pleafed  to  ask  • 

"  What  then  is  it  pojfible  Juch  a  Gentle- 
u  man  jbould  apprehend  from  Jo  dejpicable 
«  *2W^J1fr.Budgell?" 

To  this  Quejtion  t  fliall  return  a  direft 
Anfwer.  Your  Majefty  asks,  What  it  is 
poffible  your  Hero  Jbould  apprehend  from  fo 
defpicable  a  Tool  as  Mr.  Budgell  ?  I  anfwer, 
If  he  is  Innocent \  Nothing  ;  If  he  is  Guilty, 
Every  Thing.  We  have,  Thanks  be  to 
God,  a  King  and  Queen  upon  the  Throne, 
who  are  Lovers  of  Juftice^  and  abhor  Cruel- 
ties. 'Tis  true,  the  Age  we  live  in,  is  bafe 
and  degenerate  enough;  yet,  perhaps,  plain 
Truths  and  Matters  of  Faff  y  may  carry  fome 
little  Weight  with  them,  though  they  ftiould 

happen 
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happen  to  fall  from  the  Mouth,  or  the  Ten, 
even  ofy3  definable  a  Tool  as  Mr.  Budgell. 


/  am> 


Tour  Majeftfs  moft  Obliged j 


And  moft  Obedient  Humble  Servant. 


Novem.  6. 
1730. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

SOME  of  my  Readers  may  poffibly  ex- 
pect, that  I  fliould  give  a  particular  An- 
fwer  to  all  thofe  kind  Titles ',  your  Majefly 
has  been  pleafed  to  confer  upon  me  in  your 
Royal  Epiftle  :  Such  as  an  Ape,  a  Fool,  a 
Coxcomb j  an  Impoftor,  a  Buffoon,  an  Imple- 
ment of  Scandal,  a  Man  below  all  Notice,  a 
bafe  TDefamer,  &c.  But  as  thefe  Arguments 
are  couched  in  a  Stile,  which  becomes  no 
Man  but  a  Monarch,  and  in  which  I  never 
yet  wrote,  I  have  nothing  a,  all  to  fay  to 
this  Tart  of  your  Majefty's  Letter. 


F    I  N   I   S. 
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